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MEMORIAL of the State Board of Education, relative to T^Mt- 

ship, apcj District ^phoQl Li brakes v ... * 

To it* Honorable #ie Benito and Mount of Representatives of the 
"^tetfMwhigw: . ,, , n , , .. , 

The State Board of Education deems it^dae -to the.puj^c 
interests intrusted to ite pat?, to prea^ to yow - Honorable 

Bodies ,tha following ^tewe&t** 

The Sahool Oi3t4riot a^d TowiiMhip l^braf iBs ar^ mostly ffklliag 
into decay, and it is feared that many of them will speedily 
perish altogether. 3y «$ act pa*a»d m 1^, the former annual 
appropriation of $25 in each townphip, wa* withdrawn, and 
the libraries were left to dep/andnpon such sums as might be 
appropriated by a vote taken amid the tumult and Jtuicry of ; the 
annual township meetingp. Toe xeault of this law is what 
might eaaily have been, foresee*. In mostcaaefl the vote is not 
taken, or a m&fr pittance is given. Thus this great land itnppr- 
tant branch of our educational interests, second only to the 
schools ttyyasslves, is left to deofee, and finally perish. . 

The Oon^tiiution of the State commands that "the Legisla- 
ture shall provide for the establishment of at least one library 
1 
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in each township." Art 13, section 12. This requirement to 
"establish' 1 libraries, necessarily implies and includes the duty 
to maintain them; since it is useless to "establish," and not 
support. We cannot count that as established, which sinks 
immediately into decay, and speedily disappears. 

, It was the obvious intention of the Constitution to plant a 
system of public libraries permanently by the side of the pub- 
lic schools, and to bind the Legislature to their steady and reg- 
ular maintenance. 

In the phrase " at least one library in each township/ 9 there 
is the clear authority to establish more than one— to establish, 
if the Legislature so choose) a library in each district. By the 
Tote of the townships, taken at the annual township meetings, 
in the spring of 1859, the people pronounced by a large major- 
ity in favor of the district libraries — 895 townships out of 53t, 
haying voted for the division of the township into district 
libraries. 

In withdrawing the annual appropriation made formerly by 
the law, for the purchase of books, the libraries were left 
without support, and hence the constitutional requirement is no 
longer complied with. 

The Board of Education cannot believe it necessary to pre* 
sent any extended argument to demonstrate the high utility of 
good district libraries, and the impolicy of suffering them to be 
lost from our educational system. They are as necessary as 
schools to the public intelligence, and are the cheapest of all 
educational agencies. Making the schools themselves doubly 
efficient and successful, they cany on the work of enlightenment 
when the Bchools have ceased to act, apd ripen their work into 
greater permanence and power. Whatever may be said from 
districts which have neglected to maintain their libraries in. 
gopd condition, the universal testimony from the districts pos- 
sessing good libraries is loud and emphatic in their favor. 
When districts, now indifferent or opposed, shall come once to 
experience the benefits of such libraries, they will become 
equally earnest in their support. 



No. 1. 3 

The argument for public libraries rests upon precisely the 
same basis as the argument for public schools; and there is 
not a single abjection which lies against one which may not be 
urged with equal force against the other. 

The library law of 1859 intrusted the libraries, in some 
measure, to the State Board of Education. In view of the fore- 
going statements, and in the discharge of their trust, this Board 
do respectfully ask of the Legislature the two following amend* 
ments of the library law: 

I. That an annual appropriation amounting to not less than 
ten cents nor more than twenty-five cents for each child in the 
school census, be set apart in the several districts or townships 
from the proceeds of the two mill tax, far the purchase of books 
for the district oi township libraries; and 

H. Inasmuch as the laws impose upon the State Board of 
Education, the duty of carefully selecting a list of library books 
and of making a contract for furnishing the same to the dis. 
tricts and townships at stipulated prices and in uniform and 
suitable binding, that, therefore, the books fer the libraries be 
required to be purchased from this list. 
The main reasons for this latter request are the following: 
1st. To prevent the imposition of bad or unsuitable books 
upon the libraries by interested dealers, or through inexperi- 
enced officers. If a competent inspection is needed to guard 
purchasers against bad flour and tainted meat, how much more 
is it needed to guard our youth against a tainted and corrupting 
literature. Facts of a most startling character have come to 
the knowledge oi the Board, of the gross impositions hereto- 
fore practiced upon our libraries. 

3d. To enlarge the range of choice of the district officers, 
and their opportunities for procuring library books. It must 
be evident to all, that the real liberty of choice in books is 
practically limited to the number of books which an officer can 
reach — to the peddler's cart or the book store to which the seve- 
ral districts may have or can afford to gain access. In making, 
therefore, a contract, such as has been made, for a large list of 



— i 



4; House Doe. . 

backs, embracing newly 800 volumes, of different works, the 
library law has vastly enlarged instead of restricting the lib- 
erty of choice, bringing within the etasy reach of every district, 
however remote, a larger number of good library books than , 
can be found in any bookstore in the State. And since the 
making of this contract hereafter, at reasonable rates, will 
depend upon the condition that the library books are to be pur- 
chased under it, the question is reduced practically to this; . 
Shall the liberty of choice be restricted to .the peddler's wagon* 
or to the library list? If the one is chosen, the other mast be 
relinquished. 

Nor is this a question of liberty of the people: as opposed to 
the autJiority of officers. The great body of the people, as. : 
such, never under any system select the. libraries. It is and 
must be done by public officers; and the only question of inte- 
rest to the people, is whether this difficult and responsible duty 
of , choosjng out, from the wide range and endless ACQumute'v 
tions of our literature, safe and useful books for the children of. 
our, State* shall be intrusted, to district boards, of ten inexpert . 
enced and sometimes incompetent for such work, and who live 
remote from the necessary facilities for doing it, or to a State 
board whose position will enable them to command every facil- 
ity, and who by reason of the vaster interests involved in theix 
choice, will select with greater care and deliberation. 

Under the plan proposed, the 'people will get the advantage of 
the united wisdom of the two boards, the State and the District; 
the State board selecting the general list of books, and the : 
district board choosing therefrom such works as their libraries . 
may require, and as their funds will avail to purchase. It is 
difficult to conceive of a plan more wise, or more just than 
this. 

3d. The third advantage of the system proposed is its great* < 
economy. The Board of Education feel prepared to state that 
if the purchases of library books he restricted to this list, a 
saving of 30 to 40 per cent, can be made in the cost of books* 
making an aggregate saving to the State, annually, of $8,000. 
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to $1 5,000. In exchange for the right of the District Board to 
purchase from the peddler's cart, or gift book store, the districts 
would get a much larger number of good books for their money. 
To secure this right to purchase outside of the list, to the few 
district boards that may desire it, all the districts of the State 
must be deprived of this reduction of prices which they have 
a right to expect from the large amount expended annually by 
the State for books. 

Knowing the reluctance that may be felt to abridge the au- 
thority of the district boards, it is with much hesitation that 
the members of the State Board of Education have urged this 
latter amendment. They yield only to the overpowering con- 
viction that the welfare, if not the very existence of the public 
library system of the State demands it. They doubt whether 
any reasonable or satisfactory contract can ever again be made 
without it. Without disrespect to the rights and powers of 
district and township boards, they believe that the interests 
of the great body of the people are higher than theirs, and have 
a more just and imperative claim on the .care and attention of 
the Legislature of the State. 

Trusting to the wisdom of your Honorable bodies to adjust 
rightly the details of these amendments of the library system 
of the State, the Board would earnestly commend this great 
public interest to your intelligent care and support. 

By order of the State Board of Education. 

WITTER J. BAXTER, President. 

J. M. Gregory, Ex* Officio Secretary. 
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££Pdl& of the Committee on Public Lands, on the memorial 
tif th© German American Seminary, for amendment to the 
«4t gtantihg *M Setninai^S6,000 aores of Swamp Land. 

Ifhe committee oh public lafcd&, to whom was referred the 
fttembtfal of tiie Qetman American Seminary, asking an amend* 
nterit td file tfct granting 25,000 atrefc of swamp lands, have had 
the Wfeme tmde* consideration, and instructed me to report 
thereon: 

In the winter of 1861, said Seminary received from tihfc city 
of Detroit, a lease for ninety-nine years, of a certain piece of 
land, formerly held by the city for the use of the city water- 
works, 1)tit abandoned for that purpose, the reservoir having 
betitt erected oh another kite. Said lease was on condition, that 
wftirinfive years from the date thereof said Seminary should 
mike improvements 6n the l6t, to the amount of twenty thousand 
dollar*. 

At th? sessitm of the Legislature of 1861, act 1?5 was passed, 
granting to said Seminary 25,000 acres of swamp lands, to 1)6 
selected "by the ttgefet tf Hie' Seminary, tn tracts of hot less than 
6 
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320 acres of each, for the purpose of aiding in ttie erection of 
buildings on said lot. 

Th^ Seminary, by their agent, proceeded to select the lands 
in accordance with the requirements of the law, but were pre- 
vented 'from taking possession of the lot by the water commis- 
sioners of Detroit, who claim title to the same, notwithstanding 
the lease from the city council, and in defiance thereto. 

Abandoning further effort in relation to said lot, the Seminary 
has recently procured the conveyance to the corporation 
thereof, in fee simple, free from incumbrance, of a lot on Lafay- 
ette street, in Detroit, of sufficient size for the location of 
college buildings, large enough for the purposes contemplated 
by the trustees, on which is a building owned by the corpora- 
tion of the Seminary, three stories high, new, substantially and 
elegantly built, of brick, and large enough to accommodate 300 
er more scholars. The school is now in operation, with compe- 
tent professors, and a good number of scholars. 

The design of the trustees is to make the Seminary a classical 
academy, wherein the arts and sciences shall be taught, in the 
German and other modern European languages, to all those 
who desire it, and in the English language to all. They desire 
and design to erect, at the earliest practicable time, mere ex?-' 
tensive buildings, to accommodate classes, and. for chemical*, 
philosophical and museum rooms. They design to use the 
avails of the lands for the erection of such additional rooms 
and apartments. 

They ask that the law making the grant may be so amended 
as to allow them to dispose of the lands,. and apply the pro- 
ceeds for that purpose; and inasmuch as the title to the lot 
now occupied by them is fully vested in the Seminary, free 
from all incumbrances, that all restrictions , embarrassing the 
title be taken off, so that the lands may be disposed of immedi* 
ately to settlers, and the income arising from the sale be 
at once available for the purpose contemplated in the original 
gr*nt : ; - . 

The committee are satisfied that in all they have done, in the 
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premises, the trustees of the Seminary hare acted in good faith, 
and that their object is a worthy one; and further, that they 
will in a short time dispose of the lands to German colonists, 
who will, as all such colonies have heretofore done, improve 
them and make valuable additions to our new settlements. 

Inasmuch as the lot now owned and occupied by the Semi- 
nary is free from incumbrance, the committee do not deem it 
important to embarrass the sale of the lands by any reserva- 
tions that could encumber the title, but to guard against any 
possible misaplication of the funds arising therefrom, they have 
added a provision to the act requiring the trustees to file a 
bond with the State, with security to the amount of twenty-fire 
thousand dollars, for the faithful application of the funds to the 
purpose contemplated in the grant 

In accordance with these views the committee have instructed 
me to report a bill, so amending the law as to accomplish the 
objects desired by the Seminary, entitled 

A bill to amend act No. 175, of session laws of 1861, to 
grant 25,000 acres of State swamp land to the German 
American Seminary of the city of Detroit, 

Recommend its passage, and ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

J. B. WILSON, Chairman. 
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MEMORIAL of Hon. Hiram 0. Hodge, to the Houseof -Repre- 

: <s$nt ati v©£, $l4u»4ag ft jaenfc -in. i ti*e House ifirom tbe SeeDnd 

District of Clinton, ^Qun^^jplafi^pf JBfyn. Charier ^efln^n* 

To ike : HbhoratMe &e House of Representatives of the State of 
Michigan : 

The undersigned petitioner respectfully begs leave to repre- 
sent that he is a resident of Clinton county, in said State of 
Michigan; that at the last general election held in said State, 
your petitioner was, as he verily believes, duly and legally 
elected Representative to the State Legislature, from the Sec- 
ond Representative District of Clinton county, as will appear 
from the record of the board of canvassers of said Represen- 
tative District. Tour petitioner would represent that Chandler 
Freeman, Esq., was the opposing candidate for Representative 
in said District, and that the vote, as will appear of record in 
the clerk's office of said county, as canvassed by the board of 
canvassers of said Representative District, is as follows, viz: 

For Representative in the State Legislature for the Second 
District, Clinton county, Hiram C. Hodge received 593 votes. 
1 
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For Representative in the State Legislature for the Second - 
District, Clinton county, Chandler Freeman received 291 votes 

For Representative in the State Legislature Hiram 0. Hodge 
received 38 votes and Chandler Freeman received 121 votes. 

For State Representative Chandler Freeman received 288 
votes. 

From the foregoing it appears that your petitioner received 
a large majority of the votes cast for Representative in the 
State Legislature for the Second District of Clinton county, the 
only legal designation known to the statutes of the State of 
Michigan. Tour petitioner therefore, asks that an investigation 
be had by your honorable body, and if the facts appear as 
stated, that your petitioner be admitted a member of this House, 
duly and legally elected by the voters of said Second Repre- 
sentative District in Clinton county, in the place of Chandler 
Freeman, the present sitting member. 

HIRAM 0. HODGE. 

January 10, 1868. ' 

Reference is made to certain certified papers now on file in 
this House, and accompanying this petition. 

HIRAM 0. HODGE. 
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BEPORT of the Committee on Mines and Minerals, relative to 
the Specific Taxes in the Upper Peninsula. 

The committee on mines and minerals, to whom was referred 
several petitions of the citizens of Houghton and Ontonagon 
counties, praying for a remission of the specific taxes in the 
Upper Peninsula, to aid in the construction of roads and 
bridges, have taken the matter into serious consideration, and 
after having thoroughly examined the subject in all its varied 
aspects, are profoundly impressed that the period has at length 
arrived when duty imperatively demands that this Legislature 
should do that justice to the inhabitants of the Upper Penin- 
sula, to which they are so clearly entitled, and which has been 
00 long and persistently denied them. The history of the Up- 
per Peninsula, from its first settlement to the present time, ex- 
hibits a spectacle of unmerited wrong and injustice, which can 
hardly find a parallel in modern times. Just demands for just 
rights, and prayer after prayer, for that protection and foster- 
ing legislation which has been so bountifully lavished upon 
other portions of this State, have been year after year coldly 
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denied them, without consideration, by the people of the Lower 
Peninsula and their representatives. Shall this course of in- 
justice and wrong be continued, and a portion of the State, 
which is destined to add more to its wealth and power than all 
the rest combined, thus be left to struggle against an adverse 
destiny, without the least sympathy and encouragement from 
those who are so largely its debtors, and upon whom common 
justice and the laws of the land give it a clear and imperative 
claim for aid and protection ? 
Your committee, impressed with the hope that a brief state- 

* 

ment of the prominent facts in relation to the past history of 
the Upper Peninsula, will have the effect of awakening the 
sympathy, and arousing a sense of justice in the minds of this 
legislative body, respectfully present the following facts and 
statistics, from which it will clearly appear how utterly the 
Upper Peninsula has been cut off from all participation in the 
benefits arising from tha^t fostering legislation, both of the 
Federal and State Governments, which has been enjoyed by all 
the other north-western States and Territories. 

Tour committee find that, until the year eighteen hundred 
and thirty-six, the Upper Peninsula formed an integral part of 
"Wisconsin, at which time it was set off from Wisconsin, and 
made a dependency upon the State of Michigan. At this time, 
Wisconsin had not as yet received her allowance, either of lands 
or money, from the Federal Government, and, of course, the 
Upper Peninsula had not and could not have obtained any aid 
6i benefit from that source. 

On the other hand Michigan, at the time the Upper Peninsula 
Wfts set off from Wisconsin, had not only received her full alkftr- 
ance from the federal Government, both in lands and money, 
Irat had expended the whole sum for roftds, bridges and other 
improvements in the Lower Peninsula, so that there was not 
a cent left to be laid out for the benefit of the Upper P&ninsuli, 
which has thus, between the two, deprived us of all participtt- 
tion in the bounties flowing from the Federal Government, 
either to Wisconsin or Michigan. Tour committee find that up 
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to the year 1850, there had been sold, 125,96ft 78-100 acrpa of 
primary school lands, for $715,486.57-100, the interest of which 
was annually distributed in the Lower Peninsula, without the 
Upper Peninsula haying received .one oent of it; and also, up 
to the same date there was sold 20*683 34-100 aores of Univer- 
sity lands, for $243,679 08-100,. the interest of fill of which was 
tjfikewise disppsed of for the exclusive benefit of the Lower 
Peninsula. 

Your committee further find, that the amount of money 
expended by the Federal Government for rpads and other im- 
provements in the Lower Peninsula, amounted to the sum of 
$645,724 18-100; whilst at the same time the Upper Peninsula 
received nothing. 

Your committee also find, that all the internal improvement 
lands, to thfe amount of over seven hundred thousand aores. 
were taken and distributed among the counties of the Lower 
Peninsula, without allowing the Upper Peninsula one acre. 

Your committee call attention $o the following tabular state- 
ment in reference to this branch of the subject: 

APPROPRIATION OF INTFRNAL DCPROVKKgllT LANDS, 

1843. St Joseph River, '.... , 5,000 

" Clinton and Kal. Canal, 16,000 

« Central Railroad, . 150.000 

1844. Flint River,......;.; ..;..,... , 5,000 

« Central Railroad, ....... . 64,000 

" Clinton and Kal. Canal, 2,p00 

* St.* Joseph River>, f . , ......... 10,000 

] t ]'"_ Bridge of Grand feiver, at Grand Rapids, 6,000 

1$45. Palmyra and Jackson Railroad, . . . , , 10,000 

« CKntoh and Kal. Canal,...,. 11,260 

Central Railroad...... 20,000 

1846. Central Railroad, . . I.......,.;..... , 20 f 000 

" Southern Railroad,; . .. ........ .... . . ... . . , 1 ? 500 

« Bridge Cass River,..,.... ..'.' .., 3,000 

" Bridge Grand River, at Lyons, . ... .......... 2,000 
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1841 Grand Rapids Canal, 25,000 

" St Joseph River, 7,000 

" Clinton and Kal. Canal, 5,000 

1848. Holland Colony,. 1,000 

Bridge Muskegon Hirer, 8,000 

Bridge Flint River, 5,000 

Clinton River, 2,500 

Detroit and Grand River Road, 10,000 

Detroit and Saginaw Road, 2,000 

Paw Paw River, 10,000 

Paw Paw River, 10,000 

Barry, Eaton and Allegan Roads, 4,000 

Hastings and Battle Creek, 2,000 

Cornnna and Bad River, : . . . 7,000 

River Raisin, 5,000 

Battle Creek, Bellevne and Charlotte Road,. . . 5,000 

Livingston and Genesee Roads, 8,000 

" Road from St. Joseph to La Grange, 8,000 

Bridge and Causeway at Grand Haven, 4,000 

Kalamazoo River, 4,000 

Roads in Saginaw and Tuscola, 3,000 

Detroit and Grand River Road, 7,000 

St. Clair and Almont Road,. , 7,500 

Road in Kalamazoo Co., 2,000 

Pontiac and Grand River, 4,000 

Roads in Clinton Co., 6,000 

Roads and bridge in Ingham Co., .. . . . 5,000 

Eaton Rapids and Michigan Road, 3,000 

" Roads in St. Joseph and Cass Co., 7,000 

Bridge Kalamazoo River, * . 2,000 

Jackson and Michigan Road, 10,000 

North Wagon Road, 20,000 

Roads in Branch Co., 5,000 

Roads in Hillsdale,. 6,000 

" Roads in Livingston and St Clair, , 3,000 
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Date. Aerm. 

1848. Roads in Albion and Eaton Rapids, . . . 2,000 

" Monroe and Dexter Road, 8,000 

" Roads in Lenawee,. 6,000 

" Bridge in Pontiac, : . . 1,000 

" Drawbridge oyer River Rouge, 1,000 

« Road Holland Colony, 6,000 

" Road in Kent Co., 3,000 

" Road in Ottawa Co., 2,000 

Total, 555,315 

And 240,000 acres, (not swamp lands,) for the purposes of 
agricultural and militajj^ schools in the Lower Peninsula. 

Statement of Moneys expended by the General Government for 
Improvements in the State of Michigan. 

For constructing pier at La Plaisance Bay, Mich., $ 19,603 00 

Improving harbor mouth of river Raisin, Mich., 110,000 00 

Improving harbor, St. Joseph, Mich., 131,113 00 

Road from Detroit to Fort Gratiot, 48,000 00 

Road from Detroit to Grand River, 53,500 00 

Road from Detroit to Chicago, . . . . > 87,000 00 

Road from Detroit to Saginaw, 60,000 00 

Road from Sheldon's, on the Chicago Road, to St. 

Joseph river, Mich, P 20,000 00 

Road from Niles to mouth of St. Joseph river, . . . 10,000 00 

Road from Clinton to the rapids of Grand river,. . 8,000 00 

Road from La Plaisance Bay to the Chicago Road, 40,608 00 

Road from Port Lawrence to Adrian, 10,000 00 

Road from Vistula to Indiana State line, 10,000 00 

Road from the northwestern boundary of Ohio to * 

Detroit, > 20,000 00 

Road to connect the Detroit and River Raisin, 

with the Maumee and Sandusky roads, 12,000 00 

Road from Detroit to Maumee, 5,900 00 

Total, $645,724 00 

'Thus it is clearly shown that the Lower Peninsula has 
received the sole benefit of all the expenditures and appropria- 



6 House Do* 

tions made by the General Government, while the Upper Perdu- 
aula, Bet off from Wisconsin, where she might in tiifie hare 
reoeired her fair proportion of such appropriations as were 
afterwards made to Wisconsin, has been entirely excluded from 
all participation in the appropriations and allowances made to 
Michigan — the Lower Peninsula having applied the same to her 
sole and exclusive use and benefit Comment upon these facts 
is unnecessary — the injustice done to the Upper Peninsula is 
too clear and palpable. Nor does the story of our wrongs yet 
cease. Not content with leaving the Upper Peninsula thus to 
struggle alone against an adverse destiny, without sympathy 
or encouragement from any quarter, we have been called upon 
to pay heavy taxes for the support of those who have been the 
innocent cause of this injustice. 

It is a fact, that before a single pound of copper was raised, 
there was put upon the statute books sixteen acts, taxing pro* 
pectively what we might raise. 

All writers upon political economy, and all statesmen agree 
in affirming the principle that it is not only the duty of Govern- 
ments, but also their highest wisdom, to encourage the devel- 
opment of the natural resources of the State, by a course of 
legislation, which, by stimulating industry, tends to enhance 
the natural products of the soil, whether agricultural or mineral. 

Such a course, while it encourages emigration, and attracts 
capital from abroad, also adds to the wealth of the State, and 
the prosperity of its citizens. What, then, shall be said of the 
utter folly and injustice which taxes industry prospectively, 
and levies tribute upon productions not yet obtained, thus para- 
lyzing the efforts and enterprise of labor j and discouraging the 
investment of capital. Yet such has been the course pursued 
towards the Upper Peninsula. We have actually paid thou- 
sands upon thousands of dollars upon prospective wealth, which 
we failed to realize. 

From the year 1845 to 1853, (at which time the general min- 
ing law was passed, taxing the companies one dollar per ton,) 
all companies were not only taxed upon the amount ot theit 
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capital stock paid in, but were also required to pay a tax of 
one per cent, upon all moneys borrowed. Many of the compa- 
nies paid a tax upon at least half a million of dollars, for years, 
without deriving any benefit from their charters, the mines not 
as yet being made productive. 

Compelled continually to borrow money in order to continue 
the work upon their locations, the poorer and more indebted 
they became, the more heavy became their tax; thus presenting 
the singular, nay, almost ridiculous, spectacle of a State levy- 
ing a tax upon debts, instead of property — upon poverty, in 
place of wealth — a policy without parallel in its folly and in- 
justice. Your committee are pleased to find that a different 
policy has been pursued in relation to mineral productions in 
other parts of the State. By the session laws of 1860 and 
1862, it will be seen that not only was a liberal bounty given 
to those engaged in the manufacture of salt, but also all their 
property, both real and personal, employed in such business, 
was exempt from taxation. This is as it should be. It is a 
policy dictated by both prudence and wisdom, and in accord- 
ance with the soundest principles of political economy. But 
why this distinction, so wide and palpable, between the Upper 
and Lower Peninsulas? Are we to be excluded from all fel- 
lowship in the benefits of the government and institutions under 
which we live ? Must we alone be forced to pay tribute, and 
treated like a conquered people, rather than as fellow citizens, 
bound together by the sacred ties of blood and kindred, and 
equal members of the same commonwealth ? If we are to be 
excluded from all the benefits of government, then in common 
justice, release us also from its burdens. 

So keenly have the people of the Upper Peninsula felt the 
wrong and injustice done them in this, and in fact in all par- 
ticulars, that for threo separate times have they come before 
the Legislature of this State, by petition, almost unanimously 
signed by the citizens of the Upper Peninsula, praying that 
they might be released from all political connection with the 
Lower Peninsula, and be set off as an independent territory, in. 
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order that they might thus receive that aid, encouragement and 
eupport that has been* granted to other territories. Bat you 
have refused to let us go, and still do refuse, and thus far have 
refused to do anything to put us upon an equality with the 
counties of the Lower Peninsula. Geographically we have no 
real connection with you. 

Isolated by the laws of nature, we do not belong to you. 
We derive no benefits from you. 

The Upper Peninsular has not as yet cost this State a single 
cent. She has paid taxes for your benefit, the amount of which 
overbalances by one hundred fold, all you have ever expended 
on our account. You are largely our debtor. In fact, all that 
the Lower Peninsula has ever returned to us for our benefit, 
is the salary of the District Judge — $1,000 per annum; the sal- 
ary of the District Attorney — $800 per annum — and the pay of 
our Representatives. 

Our very position deprives us of all participation in the 
enjoyment of your schools, Universities, Asylums, and other 
public institutions. For seven months in the year we have to 
traverse the three separate States of Wisconsin, Illinois and 
Indiana, in order to reach the Lower Peainsula at all; and yet 
we are heavily taxed to support these same institutions, which 
are for your exclusive benefit. If you are thus determined to 
retain us, let it not be solely for the ignoble and tyrannical pur- 
pose of taxing and oppressing us. Rather let justice and 
equity prevail. Foster our industry, and thus add to your own 
wealth. Admit us to a fair participation in the benefits of the 
Government, and thus increase your own peace and prosperity. 
Treat us as fellow-citizens and equals, and not as colonial de- 
pendents and inferiors. We ask no more — no less. 

Tour committee further find that the industry of the Upper 
Peninsula is heavily taxed upon a large tract of land, (some 
352,000 or 353,000 acres,) all of which lies in the Lower Penin- 
sula. 

This will be rendered plain by a reference to joint resolution 
No. 13, laws of 1861, by which it appears that the taxes remit 
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ted to the St, Mary's Canal company, are to be reimbursed to 
the several counties where the. company*' lands are situated, 
out of the tolls collected upon said canal; all of which, in the 
shape of freight, falls upon the consumers, and thus is, in effect, 
a heavy tax upon the industry of the Upper Peninsula, for the 
exclusive benefit of counties located in the Lower Peninsula. 
Your committee fully believe that not only a sense of justice 
will induce you to give us our rights, but your own self interest 
will plead in our behalf. By a reference to statistics, it will be 
discovered that we make a home market for the products of the 
Lower Peninsula, of some five millions of dollars per annum 
While we buy everything of you, you buy next to nothing of 
us. The copper which we raise, all goes to the eastern mark- 
ets. Thus this home market which we have created for you, is 
also for your exclusive benefit, for which you give us nothing 
in return, but the luxury of paying taxes. Your committee 
call attention to the following statement of articles purchased 
by the Upper Peninsula during the year 1861, compiled from 
statistics furnished by the Detroit Board of Trade, and other 
sources: 

Articles. Total. 

Tons of ground feed, MHJ 

Tons of powder, 325£ 

Flour (bbls.) 22, 743 

Wheat, (bu.) 223 

Coarse grain, (bu.,) 16,830 

Beef, (bbls.) 1,951 

Pork, (bbls.) . 2,814 

Bacon, (bbls.) , . . . 680 

Lard, (bbls.) ' 319 

Butter, (lbs.) 2U,U2 

Cheese, (lbs.) 59,014 

Tallow, (lbs.) 14,560 

Candles, (lbs.) 99,116 

Soap, (box and barrels,) 1,926 

Apples, (bbls.) 3,111 

2 
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Artiotof. Tol*L 

Dried fruit, (lbs.) 44,»* 

Sugar, (lbs.) »MW 

Coffee, (bags,) «0* 

Tea, (cheats,) W 

Vegetables, (bo.) U,4,19 

Salt, (bbls.).. • 8 » M * 

Vinegar, (bbls.) 3»1 

Tobacco, (lbs.) 4»,441 

Coal, (tons,) , HJW 

Nails, (kegs,) ...... .'. • 4,300 

Mercbandize, (tons,) .' 4,7<W| 

Lime, (bbls.,) %W 

Lumber, (M.,) : »•*! 

Shingles, (M.,) !• 

Lath,(M.,). 1.W0 

Window Glass, *88 

Hay, (tons,) » «*! 

Horses and Mules, 185 

Cattle, (heads,) *»«W 

Sheep, (heads,) M» ' 

Hogs, w * 

Bricks, (M.,) W 

Furniture, (pes.,) 43a 

Hides 6 ' 961r 

Furs and pelts, (bdls.,) M23 

Machinery, (tons,) M** 

Engines and boilers, *1 8 t 

Wagons and buggies, " 

Fish, (bbls.,) '. 8T 

Liquor, (bbls.,) M**! 

Malt, (bbls.,) . V** 

Ale and beer, (bbls.,) «».°M 

Eggs, (bbls.,) *' 9 «* 

Feed, (bags,) 6 ™ 

Iron bare, 4 » 618 
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Article*. fttaL 

Iron, (band.,) 1,841 

Leather, (rolls,) t 898 

Oats (bu.,) 84 

Oil, (bbls.,).... 40,805 

Potatoes, (bags,) 496 

Peas, (bu.,) 8,608 

Seeds, (pkgs.,) 22? 

125 

This trade, for the year last past, will exceed the figures 
above given for the year 1861, by at least twenty-five per cent., 
and is steadily increasing. It is a home market for your pro- 
ducts, to which you are solely indebted to the Upper Peninsula, 
and everything is bought and paid for at your docks, without 
any extra expense, for insurance, commissions, &c. 

It will at once be apparent that the continuance and increase 
of this trade, depends upon the permanent and increased pros- 
perity of the Tipper Peninsula; in other words, of the ability of 
the consumers to pay, and their increased numbers and wants* 

The Upper Peninsula, engaged almost exclusively in mining 
enterprises, must remain for years dependent upon the Lower 
Peninsula for supplies, and it remains for you to determine 
whether by fostering the industry of the Upper Peninsula, arid 
thus increasing its wealth and population, you will increase 
her trade with you; or whether, by a continued system of op 
pression, taxation and unjust legislation, you paralyze our enter 
prise and cripple our resources, thus directly impoverishing 
yourselves, by diminishing or destroying our trade. 

Your committee have thus briefly alluded to the past history 
and present condition of the Upper Peninsula, for the purpose of 
showing how unjustly its inhabitants have heretofore been 
ti eated, and how completely and systematically all their inter* 
ests have been ignored. They would now call your attention 
more immediately to the specific measure referred to them. 
. It is not proposed nor desired to stop the specific tax of one 
dollar per ton, now levied upon the products of the mines. 
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or to change/in any particular the laws or mode of taxation. 
All that is desired is that the money arising from such specific 
tax, be remitted to the respective counties wherein it is raised, 
to be used for the benefit of such counties, by expending the 
same therein, for building roads, bridges, and making such 
other internal improvements as may be deemed necessary for 
the public benefit. And this we ask for the period of Jive years 
only. 

Your committee would call attention to the following con- 
siderations, bearing directly upon the matter at issue : 

The companies which are taxed by a specific tax, constitute 
a large portion of the wealth, and own a large part of the real 

estate of the Upper Peninsula; and consequently the other 
taxes fall proportionately heavier, nay, almost exclusively, 
upon private individuals, not connected with or belonging to 
mining associations, while, at the same time, the dividends of 
the companies go to the east, and do not enrich us. It is for 
this reason that we desire that the specific tax be remitted to 
us, in order that our burden may be lightened, and we thus 
enabled to make such public improvements in the several 
counties as are so much needed. 

Your committee are confident that you will see the great 
necessity of making such improvements, when you remember 
that the counties of the Upper Peninsula are separated from 
each other by from sixty to one hundred and twenty miles of 
dense urilderness, in a mountainous country. Our worst and 
most impassable swamps are upon the mountains, and that, too, 
in localities where roads must needs run, in order to accommo- 
date the mining interests. There is, as yet, no connection be- 
tween the counties sufficient to admit of the passage of a horse 
during the summer months. So isolated are the* various points 
from each other, that Judge Goodwin, (our able district 
judge,) has been compelled to adjourn his Court for weeks, 
until the elements would permit the passage of a boat around 
the lake shores, thus being compelled to travel in some instan- 
ces, a distance of two hundred miles, in order to reach a point 
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some sixty miles distant, had there been a road admitting of a 
passage overland. # 

Your committee earnestly hope that the proposed measure 
will become a law. In their opinion it is not only a just and 
proper request on the part of the inhabitants of the Upper 
Peninsula, but will, while it greatly benefits them, also tend 
largely to increase the wealth and prosperity of the whole 
State. As in the human body, so with bodies politic, if one 
member is deprived of its proper nourishment and protection, the 
whole body suffers likewise. So by oppressively taxing, and 
unjustly neglecting the interest of one portion of the State, 
you impoverish and retard the prosperity of all the other por- 
tions. On the other hand, by festering the industry, encour- 
aging the enterprise, and developing the resources of the Up- 
per Peninsula, the Lower Peninsula will share in the benefit, 
and the wealth and prosperity of the whole State be largely 
increased. Locked in the rocky bosom of the Upper Peninsula 
lies hidden untold wealth, which will one day make Michigan 
more opulent than California. 

The day is not far distant when civilization and population 
must penetrate, explore and subdue the whole of that territory. 

Prosperous and commercial cities will yet border the shores 
of that vast inland sea, Lake Superior, and this State rank as 
the most wealthy and powerful in the Union. 

But before this can be, the country must be penetrated and 
explored; roads must scale the heights and traverse the val- 
leys; bridges must span the mountain torrents, and the means 
of secure and rapid transportation and travel be obtained. 
Will you then be so blind to your own interests; so unmindful 
of our necessities and claims, as to refuse to extend to us a 
helping hand, and by the passage of this measure inaugurate 
a more liberal and enlightened policy towards the Upper 
Peninsula? Learn wisdom, and take warning from the past; 
let not the future be marked by that unjust and blind — that 
41 penny wise and pound foolish" policy, which has disgraced 
the legislation of former years. 
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11 Do not understand us as asking alms or craving that which 
is not morally and justly our own." We only ask that which 
is our right, and which is equally for your benefit and ours. 

"The hardy pioneers of the Upper Peninsula, who have 
encountered and overthrown obstacle after obstacle, and bro- 
ken down barrier after barrier, are your brothers — your sons; 
they, too, are of the Lower Peninsula. They are delving deep 
through the rocky beds of mother earth, disemboweling and 
upheaving her mineral wealthy to enrich you, and aggrandize 
the State." 

In conclusion, your committee would respectfully recommend 
th&t the specific tax now levied upon the mineral products and 
corporations of the Upper Peninsula, be remitted to the respec- 
tive counties in which it is raised, to be expended in such coun- 
ties in building roads and bridges, and making such other pub- 
lic and internal improvements as may be needed, and that the 
same be remitted for a period of five years; and herewith 
report a bill for that purpose, entitled 

A bill to remit the specific tax upon mining, manufacturing, 
smelting and other companies, of the Upper Peninsula, to the 
counties in which they arise, for the period of five years, and 
to provide for the application of the same; 

And recommend the passage thereof. 

Respectfully submitted. 

ABNEB SHERMAN, Chairman. 
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REPORT of the Committee on Elections, in relation to the 

petition of Hon. Henry Miller, claiming the seat occupied by 
Hon. John N. Donaldson, as Representative from District 
number one, of Oakland county. 

The committee on elections, to whom was referred the petition 
oi Hon. Henry Miller x claiming the seat occupied by Hon. John 
N. Donaldson, as Representative from district number one, of 
Oakland county, respectfully ask leave to report that they 
have had the matter under consideration, and have instructed 
me as their chairman, to report that they have heard the alle- 
gations and proofs produced by the respective contestants, 
knemorandums of which proofs, with the election returns of the 
towns of Avon and Addison, in said district, accompany this 
report. And your committee find that the towns comprising 
said Representative district, are Addison, Troy, Avon, Oakland 
and Oxford, in said county of Oakland. That the whole num- 
ber of votes cast in said district at the general election held 
November 4th, 1862, for Representative, by the official returns 
of the inspectors of the said several towns, were 1394, of 

which number, according to such returns, John N. Donaldson 
1 
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received 692, and said Henry Miller received 691, making Don- 
aldson's majority one. That the whole number of votes so cast 
for Representative in the said town of Addison, according to 
each official returns, were 209, of which, according to said re- 
turns, said Donaldson received 156, and said Miller 53, making 
Donaldson's majority in the said town of Addison 103. 

1ft>ur committee farther find, that it was upon the returns of 
the inspectors above mentioned, that the board of district can- 
vassers of said district acted, in making up their official can- 
vass, and made their findings according to such returns. But 
your committee are satisfied, after a full consideration of the 
proofs produced before them, that the said returns from the 
town of Addison are incorrect, and were illegally made up; and 
that the majority of 103 so found for Donaldson in the town of 
Addison, exceeds the majority which he actually received in 
said town, or to which he is legally entitled, by 5 vote** ; and 
they submit the following foots found by them in support of 
their conclusions: 

That said Donaldson, on the day of said election, was .the 
town clerk of said town of Addison, and as such, officiated as 
one of the inspectors of election, with Jacob Bowers, the 
supervisor, Lester Sowles, justice, and another clerk; that 
on the evening of election day, after the polls were closed, 
the said inspectors proceeded and canvassed the votes polled 
at said election, and publfcly declared off the majorities of 
several of the principal candidates; among them the majority 
on Representative in the Legislature, declaring the majority 
for John N. Donaldson, over Miller, to be 98; but whether they 
publicly declared off the majorities on all the candidates, or 
the whole number of votes received by the respective candi- 
dates on that evening, the evidence before your committee does 
not determine. That after closing the canvass, on that evening, 
the inspectors strung the ballots upon a thread, replaced them 
in the box, and locked it, said Donaldson taking the box, and 
said Bowers the key. That said inspectors then adjourned to 
the following day, to make out their statement of the result of 
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the votes polled at said election. That on the following day, 
Wednesday, after election, Bowers and Donaldson, two of the 
inspectors, the others not being present, again met, and re-ex- 
amined the tally lists kept by the clerks of said, election, and 
altered the result found /and publicly declared by them the 
previous evening, by adding from tally lists two more to Don- 
aldson's vote, increasing his majority ever Miller, in said town 
of Addison, to 100, but did not re-count the votes. 

That said inspectors then made out the statement of .the 
returns of said election, putting in the whole number of votes 
received by the several candidates at said election, with the 
exception of the votes for Bepresentatives, spaces for which 
were left blank. In all other respects the said statements wore 
completed, and the box locked, and the aperture of the box 
sealed up and delivered to the Clerk, said Donaldson. That 
subsequently, and on the following Monday, at the request of 
said Donaldson, and upon his expressing dissatisfaction with 
the result of. the previous canvass, and suggesting that he 
thought there must be a mistake in the previous count of the 
votes, said Bowers and Donaldson met at the residence of said 
Donaldson, and re-opened the said ballot-box, and re-canvassed 
said votes on Representative, increasing, as the result of such 
re-canvass, the niajority of said Donaldson over said Miller, 3 
votes more than was found on Wednesday, the day after elec- 
tion; thus making Donaldson's majority over Miller, in said 
town of Addison, 103 — the same as contained in the official 
returns of said inspectors — no others being present at said re- 
canvass, but the servant girl of said Donaldson. That said 
Donaldson then filled up the blanks so left in the statement of * 
the result of such election, made out on the Wednesday previ- 
ous, on Bepresentatives, with the number of votes thus found 
by him and Bowers, and delivered the same to said Bowers, to 
be by him returned to the board of county and district canvass- 
ers, and which is the same statement returned to the board of 
district canvassers, and upon which they acted in making up 
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(MtfoA canvas*, «ud which statement accompanies tills 
-report. 

It farther uppers that when the said ballot-box wu so 
-opened by Bowers and Donaldson, on Monday, that there ware 
<rtie or two slips with Henry Miller's name on, loose in 0f» beat, 
listing been scratched off or becomie separated in some way 
from the tickets en which they were originally placed, during 
the period intervening between the canvass otl night of ekotiea, 
«ftd the re-counting of the votes on the Monday following, and 
which slips were not credited to Miller on snch re-count 

Yonr committee farther find, that said Miller was, on the day 
of tiie last general election, November 4, 1802, the town clerk of 
/the town of Avon, in said district, having been previously duly 
appointed by the town board of said town to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the removal of the town clerk elect from the 
town, and as snch clerk was one of the inspectors of election 
Of said town, but that he did not act on the board of inspectors 
during the day of election, until after the close of the canvass. 
That by the official returns of the inspectors of election of said 
town of Avon, to tile board of district and county canvassers, 
and upon which such district canvassers acted in making tip 
ftheir official returns of the votes for Representatives in said dis- 
trict — making their findings according to such returns — the 
whole number of votes cast in said town for Representative in 
the State Legislature were 381, of which said Miller received 
194, and said Donaldson received 11*7, making Miller's majority 
over Donaldson in said town 17, which returns accompany this 
report. Tha* from the testimony of Alfred Millard, the assist- 
ant olerk of election of said town of Avon, it appoars that at 
the canvass of the votes at the close of the polls, when the 
canvassers Unfolded the votes, two votes were found so folded 
together as to present the appearance of having been deposited 
in the box as a single ballot; but it also appears, by the testi- 
mony of the same witness, that the number of ballots, counting 
these two votes as one, fell one or two short of the number on 
poll list; whether one or two, the witness did not recollect, but 
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that the poll lists kept by the two clerks agreed. That both, 
said votes had the name of Henry Miller on, for Representative, 
and that both were counted for Miller, by the inspectors, after 
it was ascertained that, by counting them as two ballots, the 
whoje number of ballots would not , exceed the number on the, 
poll list. 

And your committee are of the opinion, from the facts of the 
poll lists agreeing, and the number of ballots falling short of 
the footings of the poll list, that the said ballots must have be- 
come so folded together after being, deposited in the box, and 
that the canvassers were correct in counting these two ballots- 

Your committee farther find that said Miller received a ma- 
jority of IT votes over said Donaldson, in said town of Avon, 
and that the majority on Representative in the State Legisla- 
ture contained in the official returns for said town beretofore 
mentioned, agrees with the majority as found by the inspectors 
on the night of election. 

Tour committee further find that said election returns for the 
town of Avon, were signedby Albert Terry, the supervisor of 
■aid town, and by said Miller. 

Tour committee further report that they are of the opinion, 
and so find that the two votes, so added to Donaldson's majority 
on Wednesday, after election, aijd ajso, the three votes, sp added r 
to his majority on the Monday next following election, thereby, 
increasing his majority by five over his majority as found At* 
the close of the canvass on the night of election, were im- 
properly and illegally added thereto, and should be deducted 
frgm the whole number of votes returned for him in the official 
returns of the several towns composing the said first Repre- 
sentative district of Oakland county, viz:. 992, thus reducing 
his whoje vote in. said district to 68*7, wltfch, subtracted from. 
691, the whole number of votes received by said Miller, wity, 
leave a majority of four votes for said Miller, over s**d 
Donaldson. 

Toqr committee are, therefore, of the opinio^ that Henry 
Miller was legally elected Representative to the Staje JLegfela? 
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tyre, for the first district of Oakland county, at the general 
election, held November 4th, 1862, bj a majority of four votes. 

And your committee, therefore, recommend the granting of 
the prayer of the petition, and that said Henry Miller be ad- 
mitted to the seat in this Honse, as Representative from dis- 
trict No. 1, of Oakland county, now occupied by John N. Don- 
aldson. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, together with the 
memorandums of testimony, and election returns for towns 
of Avon and Addison, in said district; and your committee ask 
to be discharged from the further consideration of the subject. 

THADDEUS G. SMITH, Chairman. 
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Evidence taken before Committee on Elections. 

Zepheniah B. Knight, produeed and sworn as a witness on 
the part of the applicant, says: 

I reside in Pontiac, Oakland county. Have resided there 18 
years. Know Henry Miller and John N. Donaldson. Was 
county clerk of Oakland county for the two years preceding 
the first of this month. Am now the deputy clerk. Was clerk 
of the board of canvassers for the 1st Representee district in 
that county last November, on the Tuesday next following the 
annual election. The witness here produces the official returns 
of the township of Addison, ef that county, of the votes cast at 
said election. 

Witness further says that this is the return that was pre- 
sented to the board of canvassers of that county and district on 
that day. 

It is here admitted by the sitting member that his genuine 
signature is attached to said return, as one ef the inspectors of 
election of the said town of Addison. 

Witness further says the official canvass of that district was 
published in one of the papers published in that county. 

Witness here produoes papers purporting to be the official 
returns from the several towns composing the 1st Represents- 
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tive district of the county of Oakland, to-wit: Addison, Avon, * 
Oakland, Troy and Oxford, from whfch it appears that the 
votes m said towns were us follows, to wit: 

Addison, vfhole fcMnber of votes oast, •©• 

Of which John N. Donaldson received 1&6 

: " Henry Miller reeeived. . : '. . bZ 

Avon, whole number of' votes east, . . * - " SSI 

Of 1 which Donaldson received iTt * 

'< Henry Miller « ...; lU 

Oakland, whole number of votes 1 cast, SIS 

Oi which Donaldson reeeited .'■'. 141 

" Henry Miller « ...11 

Oxford, whole number of votes east, ........ SM ; 

Of which Donaldson received. 138 

« f Henry Miller received 1ST 

Troy, whole number of votes cast, 8ML 

Of which Donaldson received 80 

" Henry Miller « ....;. 24<T 

^ 691 693 J393 

Witness being further, examined, says: I know oae Jacqt>, 
Bowery of Addison. He was supervisor of the to wnsWp of 1 
Addison at time of said election. He appealed and acted as 
one of the board of canvasfeers for said ifi&triat, of which I act* 
ed as the clerk. He represented Addison. • 

Question. Did yon at snob canvass have* any conversation' 
with said Bowers, with reference to the canvass of the votes in> 
Addison, or hear him make any statement in regard to it to any 
person, in the preeencaof John N. Donaldson. 

Which said question is objected to by the conned for said 
John N. Donaldson, on the grounds of incompetency. 

The committee decided to receive the answer to said que*- • 
tion, Bubject txy the ^add objcctiaa 
t Armoer. I don't remember thai I had any conversation with 
Mr. Bowers, bat heard him make, a statement before said board 1 
of canvaeeera, in relation to the manner in which the board ol 
inspectors of the township of Addison arrived at the result ra» 
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turned by , the**, in th*s» netw»* He said " the result arrived at 
on,tho night of election was not as they finally made, or aa it 
appeared by the return." That at fast an. informal announce- 
mmt was made (for the benefit of a messenger who was ready, 
to carry the news to Pontiao) of the result as to some of ther 
principal candidates; among them was the Representative for 
that district, at which time Donaldson was announced to haw 
received 98 majority. But afterwards, I don't remember wheih* - 
er he said on the same evening or the next day, but one or the 
otter, "the board proceeded to finish'the canvass and ascertained ' 
the result to be that Donaldson had a majority of 100 or 101;* 
I don't remember which he said, but one or the other, "and that 
tfee first announcement was erroneous. That afterwards on tba • 
Monday following," (the 10th I believe,) the day before the 
district canvass, " the board proceeded to unlock the box and 
rctipunt the votes, and ascertained the result to boas it appears i 
in the official return. That at the close of the first count, the hat* ; 
lpft box was closed and sealed. That the seating was by past- 
ing a paper over the aperture in the box where the ballots were 
put through. 11 John N. Donaldson was clerk of the town of 
J&dftson at that time. Mr. Bowers stated where they met when 
tfoyicaade thecal canvass* Hesaid « at John N. Donaldson^ 
baasbw I doat know a* he «ta ted who was present except him-' 
sdfraiidaJofcnN, Iktaaklson* He said that John N, Donaldgon 
was not satisfied with the #r»t ftomt, and thought there mttst 
IwifraristaiH} qpd wanted < a re-canvass. He .stated that, as a 
iwa«wiovl^iaisflweent was made. I think Mr» Donaldson said; 
"^fc jttep* fairgbian the- second, oomat of the veteB, ticket* 
which they supposeJobhi keen countedamong the, straight tiekN 
^W&MSHM^&PW*flteuko&" T)wwahispn> was ipresent 
when Bowc^jmrifuttaj^tSBi^^ in the^ 

eqttjrPMla o$ommiamd* tirts* -statements at; tba request of 
the board, publicly. Think DoaaMsofl di&actsdiiprtte/ anything* 
]|tt#<Ml*Mtttob^^ precisely, a*H» 

f*^ntetm*^i*ntbtermvfotoc&* boaed. The body ofc 
thiffftawnrrhk Ttfrimrrr kk Whsiha^wfitfito^M^ Dssalriinn - 
-oi ilna^i edt is bavins aoaibhA lo qhlairw< 
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Mr. Donaldson here admits that the words "nine/ 7 "three, * 
aad. " aw," were. put in, said return 901 the Monday night before 
the canyaes, by the district board, in the blanks tba$ had been 
left for that, purpose. That the return had been made out* wi ttt 
biatoka left to ineedt the numbers, between meetings of the 
board of inspectors of election, and these, blanks, were filled up 
wrton the final result wae ascertained, on Mpnday, and before 
they were signed. Bowers said that he, took the key, and Don- 
aldson took the ballot-box, 

Oroas-acomtnarf.— Says that I know Henry Miller. He was 
one of the inspectoral of election in the town of Avon, acting, 
as deputy clerk, I think. Jar. Bowera aaid something about a, 
disagreement in the tally lists kept by the clerk, and that was 
given: as a reason why a re-oanvase was made. I think. both 
Bowers and Donaldson stated this. Do not remember whether 
Bowers aaid the votes were re-counted that night, or the next 
day. Recollect something waa aaid about somebody being 
sink, but do not remember who it was that was aick. 

David W. Kleinhall, produced and sworn upon the part of the 
aftatteaat, says: 

I ku^w, Jacob Bowers and JohuN. Donaldson* 

QMtt#9fe*-~IMd yott have conveneatipn with them in relation 
to,tta canvaeaof the vptee for E^ptes^atative, ia the township 
of AdduBon, at the last fall election? 

QhEJeetion, upofi the sao» grounds as the former objection. 
. Aamtr <n-i. did* It was on the morning alter the diatrict 
canvass was made. On Thutaday/morning* I think* Mr, Bos* 
e^ «(i:J^a^oft^me ; ii>to wt sfteee, apd Bowew,#af d ( to, w^ . 
4 ' MiJier is very sum! at ma." I «aW « I guess not~whjP He 
said* beeetfee of the *M*yI answered him on Tuesday, when he, 
iilftltfreAof n^,hofw» A4dWn had go^>e r and I answered by)aaa>i 
ingrhim bow Troyjhad &mtu sjadi her told me bedid*** know— 
h^^ad notsee* thA^aMtors^md he asked me again if I did* 
n&fcfeww h^> Addiso^Md gieae^and I told,him I did not; be* 
about im Misdsnri<cpciic^ Asmldfmsv That *t first we badmad* 
it^sHlSFi 91^ but^aita»«P•*^ Aiad 41* <an two wo* vaiee. 
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Bowers then stated: " That after we got through the count, 
on the night of election, we, on the next day, examined th* 
tally list and found a mistake of two." He did not say how 
they found the error, but said, "Dr. Donaldson and some of his 
friends were dissatisfied with the count, and we re-counted the 
votes on the Monday night previous to the district canvass. 
We found nine ballots with no one on for Representative, which 
increased Donaldson's majority three/' He said, "this took 
place at the Doctor's house, and that some one was present." I 
asked, " who V and he said, " a girl that worked for the Doctor 
was in the roont, and no one else," Donaldson was present 
during th^ whole of this conversation. 

Being cross-examined, says: 

Bowers said something about adjourning, because some one 
was siok. I think it was Mr. Hagleman he mentioned as being 
sick. He said they met at Donaldson's house for the last count* 
That is all I recollect of that conversation. 

Mark S. Brewer, produced and sworn on the part of the ap- 
plicant, says: . • 

I was at Lakeville, in the township of Addison, in Oakland 
county, on the day of the last general election. Was at the 
polls during the day. Was there at the close of the canvass, 
and during about two-thirds of the count of the votes. It was 
on election day, immediately after the close of the polls. The 
inspectors of election were Jacob Bowers, Lester Sowls, John 
N. Donaldson. They had an extra clerk. While I was present, 
Jacob Bowers called off the votes. He sat at the end of the 
table, and would open the box, take out a vote and look at H, 
and if no marks were on it, would call it a straight Union or 
straight Republican ticket, as it happened to be. They were 
then • passed to Mr. Sowls, who re-examined them. At 
time, Mr. Donaldson and the other clerk were keeping 
and putting them down. They finished not far from eight 
oWdck P. M. After they got through' with the count, counted 
the tallies and figured up the majorities of some of the principal 
eandidates f among them the one for Representative, and dcdta* 
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ing his own to be 98; declared the majorities to Mr. Bowers, 
who wrote them down on a ticket for a messenger going to 
Pontiae, declaring them loud enough for those around to under* 
stand. I took the same down as they were given off, for my 
own use. I did not hear the other clerk say anything. There 
was no declaration. That count was made to give the result 
to the messengers. The majorities were figured from the tally 
sheet, after all the votes were counted, and the ballots were 
returned to the box. I had conversations with Bowere about 
that canvass about nine days after that. 

Question.— What did he state in that conversation relative 
to the canvass? 

Objected to by- sitting member, as incompetent. 

I met him the next morning after the district canvass. 
He took out some papers and said " Henry is a little mad/ 1 re* 
farting to Mr. Miller. We got into conversation about the elec- 
tion. He said " They made Donaldson's majority 98 that night - 
of the election. That the clerks found a mistake in the tally 
lists next day which gave the doctor two moos, or iSade h» 
majority one hunched." I think he said " he was not there and 
knew nothing of that." That if there was any fraud in it, he 
had nothing to do with it. That they met the next Hon* 
day night at the town clerkta office, at Donaldson's house 
and re-counted the votes. That the doctor and his friend* were* 
a little dissatisfied and we concluded to re-count the votes. 9 
He said " he. toM then that they, did not know as' they bad a 
right to do so. That ho bid charge of the key and ! Donaldson ; 
the box,* •« r . 

Being cross-examined says: I left the pells immediately 
after the majorities of a few. candidates had been declared. 

;Q. & Adams being produced and sworn upon the part of the- . 
applicant^ says: , 

EI, know Jacob Bowere. I was present before the board of 
canvassers, at JPontiae, on the 11th of November lastyas ainenv 
bar of that board. The question of the legality «f Donv 
aMsen's election was raised before that beard by Mr. Henry i 
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l{iller< Mr. Donaldson then explained the circumstances at~ 
tending -the. counting of the votes a* has been testified to hew. 
He said that on the evening, of the election they canvassed the 
votes and figured up the majorities of some of the principal 
candidates, and among them the one for Representative. Theen 
figures he handed to a messenger going to Pontiac. By those. 
figures his majority was 98. The ballots were then strung on 
a thread and returned to the box, which was looked, Hie board 
adjourned till the next day to make out their statement They 
met the nest day. I do not recollect where>he said they met. 
They then made out the statement leaving, blanks in the places 
where they were to put the number of votes of the office of 
Representative. I do not recollect that anything further was 
said about the transactions of that day. He said " they met 
the next Monday night at Mr. Donajdsonfe house*" I did not* 
understand that on the day following the election there was* 
any re-counting of the votes, but that there was on Monday He. 
said " bis majority, as figiged on Tuesday, was 96. That on 
Wednesday they discovered from the tally lists a mistake, 
which made his majority one hundred; or one hundredsnd one/ 
I am, of the impression it was 101, but Mr. Knight said lOOdn fade 
testimony. I think the majority was increased there by the mis* 
take in the tally list Tl*et on Monday night, the re-coantins^, 
increased . Donaldsoafs majority two, making it 108 atthat tuneu 
The statements of Doiialdsonaod Bowers agreed. 

Bowerssaid" that- there **r* two slip* of Haiti's in tfa*^ 
box that had J got ipMbat oft I think 4fc was; one or two* would* 
not be positive which. The return was made out in foU/sJii 
exos^ thev numtoer of votes ;fot Representative" luadeamtood 
that it wnssigned, but4id net pay so mueh attention t* the^e* 
maiks about the aigsiogas/I did to these <alymtxbe making out 
understood, was made up on Wednesday, with thetblapksoleft < 
of tbf*bedyofHV*nd aoiiKitposktve aboafeit, • Tbeetitemint, I 
to/be JltaAupwi Thimie/thfe snhetanee of^tjbakisiademeiiibefeim 
th*£ft«tA o&ienijvssser*. Theydid' not; state, they x*eountej|r 
the jmHi ftt qptfMm h&tk**Mam0K*qA BapiisjsntBtiisW> 
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(kom^TMunmA, *mj*: I was not present at tfce district oan- 
tmi. I did not understand that there w*a an adjournmenttm 
Wednesday; Bo not reooHetot that any reason wee given why 
the matter wee leid orer from Wednesday. There 'was sane- 
tiftin& staid about the assistant desk -being eiok on Tuesday 
evening; not on Wednesday. That the adjeuvnsnent to Wed* 
siesdey wee in consequence of hie eiekfeess. 

r lfr. Bowers did -not utete thert he examined the box particu- 
larly to see if there was anything wrong, and to -see if there 
wae any elipe loose, and found everything nil right I don't 
tifteolkfot what wae said about the signing, but ttink it was 
«sjfd that it was signed on Wedneeday by all but the clerk. 
Something was said about Sowles net being present. My re- 
collection as to what was said about the signing on Wednes- 
day, is imperfect. Both of them stated that the supervisor took 
the key, and the clerk took the box, and they were not brought 
together until Monday, when the box was opened, and a re- 
count made. 

Benjamin B. Ketohum, a witness produced and sworn upon 
tthef>art of the sitting member, John N. Donaldson, says: 

I reside in Addison, Oakland county. Was at the election 
held in that town on the fourth of November last. Was pres- 
ent when the votes were counted. I was near enough to see 
all that was going on, and watched the proceedings close. 
The supervisor would take the tickets from the box, hold them 
up to the candle, and if no names were scratched off, would say 
straight Union, or Kepublican, as it happened to be. 1 was 
near enough to see the tickets. I saw that some of them had 
their names erased. They were, when counted, handed to Esq. 
Sowles, and he strung them as fast as they were counted. I 
could not say that he tied the ends of the thread together. 
Watched the clerk, as they kept tallies most of the time. I saw 
mistakes made in the keeping of tallies. There was one mis- 
take made by Mr. Donaldson, beyond any doubt It was a 
Republican ticket, with Miller's name erased, and John N. Don* 
sJdson's name in the place of it, on a slip. This vote he did 
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not tally to himself. When it was called, lie ran his linger 
down the. licit to his same, and pat the tally on the line above 
er below, I do not know which. I spoke to him about it, and 
told him " he did not give that vote to himself." He said, " I 
guess I did; I am not in the habit of making mistakes." I said 
" I guess you have this time, but have nothing further to say." 
I did not see that mistake corrected. I was present when the 
majorities were made np on a part of the candidates; not all of 
them. The figures were given to me to take to Pontiac. Don- 
aldson gave me the figures. I left immediately, and was not 
present at the closing up of the business. Was at Addison the 
next day. Was present while the board was in session. They 
were pretty near through when I got back. The inspectors of 
election were Jacob Bowers, Lester Sowles, John N. Donaldson, 
and William S. Hagerman, extra clerk. There were but two 
of them present on Wednesday, Jacob Bowers and John N. 
Donaldson. The board adjourned on account of the absence of 
the rest of the board, I believe. I heard something said about 
it then. I had some conversation with Bowers. 

Cross-examined, says: The majority of Donaldson, as he gave 
it to us on the night of the election, was 98. I think that on 
Wednesday, I spoke to him about the mistake; Donaldson said 
there was a mistake on the paper he gave me, of two; I told 
him his majority in the district was seven; I heard that this 
was not so a day or two afterwards. 

Alfred Millard, produced and sworn, on the part of the sit- 
ting member, J. N. Donaldson, says: I reside in Avon, Oakland 
county; know the contestants. At the last general election, 
.the inspectors of election for the township of Avon, were Mr. 
Terry, supervisor, Burbanks, justice, John Eoberts, and myself, 
as clerks. I acted as clerk at the request of Mr. Miller. He 
was appointed clerk of that township on the Saturday before 
the election, by the supervisor and justice; I saw notices of 
election signed by Henry Miller, as deputy clerk; Miller was 
present at the election, but did not act; it was on the Saturday 
before election that he asked me to act as clerk, on election 
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day. He, on that day, drew up an appointment of cAetk to fiU 
the place of the .clerk who had lefy leaving the name blapk, 
and the town board, upon motion, inserted his, Millerfe, name, 
*&4 the appointment was signed. This was on Saturday, be- 
fore election, while the board of registration was in session. 

The paper purporting to be the return of the township of 
Avon, shown to witness, who says: 

The body of it is in Miller's handwriting; Mr, Miller was 
present at th* opening of the polls; he did not take his seat as 
clerk, or act as one of the board of inspectors an that daj. i 
was present at the canvass of the. votes; I sow a double "vote 
then. After the polls had been closed, pursuant to declaration, 
we unlocked the box, and emptied out the votes upon the table 
and proceeded to ascertain' the whole number of votes, I with 
the rest. We counted votes and compared the number with 
the footing of the poll list. I think we found the number short, 
can't say how much; one or two, I think. There had been 
errors on the poll list discovered during the day, as for in- 
stance, a number was repeated twice; Miller had made out the 
poll list and put the numbers on, and handed them to us. These 
were two repititions in one list, and one omission in the other, 
or " vice versa." I have examined the poll list; did so on the 
fifteenth, (15th,) instant. They have, since election, been in 
Mr. Miller's office. I counted the names; there*were 3t4 names 
on the poll lists; the two lists tallied; have not seen the vote's 
since election; I found double tickets among the votes at the 
time of canvassing them. In unfolding the votes, I found two 
votes folded together. They looked as though the votes had 
been placed together, and folded up before they were voted; 
do not think they could have got together in that way, in the 
box; do not believe they could; did not believe so at the time, 
. and said so to the board. 

Those votes were both counted in the canvass.' Both were 

. votes for Miller, for Bepresentative., I called the attention of 

;the board to them. There was a good deal of talk about it by 

those outside. They were carefully compared to see if the 
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folds ctf lb© tickets nm alike, and they were. Then they note 
pa* under the candlestick until the reet of the votes wento 
counted. 

The paper purporting to be the official return from the towta 
of Avon, shown to the witness, who flays: 

I do not know when this was written. I know that Miller 
drew np a return, or statement, on the next day after election. 
Mr. Terry was present I presume this is the one, but do not 
see anything upon it by which I can identify it as the one. It 
is in the hand-writing of Mr. Miller. 

Being cross-examined, says: After the rest of the rotes were 
eeunted, Mr. Burbank made a motion that the two Totes be 
counted. Mr. Terry was silent. Roberts and Burbank voted 
for the counting. Terry did not vote for it They weare 
counted. The majority for Miller, I think, was IT. I presume 
this statement is correct, as I announced it-— could not say pos- 
itively. I read off, or announced the result. I think Mr. Millar 
and myself compared the statement, or return he made out, with 
the tally lists. They agreed, all through. The number of votes 
-counted was less than the number of names on the tally lists. 
We all counted votes, and gave the numbers to one, who fig- 
ured them np. This was done before the votes were unfolded. 
There were 374 names on the poll lists, I think. 

Being reexamined, says: I was sworn in by Mr. Miller, Mb 
the day of election. 

Zepheniah B. Knight recalled upon the part of the sitting 
member, and to whom was shown the returnsfrom the township 
of Avon, of Hie last election, says: They are the returns made 
last fail. Henry Miller presented those returns. He appeared 
as one of the canvassers, and presented them just as they 
appear. I think the statement is in his hand- writing. There 
was objection made before the board of canvassers, on account 
of the fact that it did not appear by the returns that a majority 
Of the board of inspectors had joined in the appointment of a 
delegate to the board of county canvassers. It was laid uptin 
the table for a while, and Was finally received as it is. 
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MlKORITT REPORT of the Committee on Elections, in j-ela- 
tion to the petition of Hon. Henry Miller, claiming the seat 
occupied by Hon. John N. Donaldson, as Representative 
from District number one, of Oakland county. ':>> 

' The undersigned, from oommittee on elections, to' whom was 
\ referred the petition of Henry Miller, contestant for the seat 

now held by John L. Donaldson, as member of this House from 
* the 1st Representative district of the county of Oakland* aides 

leave to report that he has examined the allegations in the said 

petition set forth, and the evidence of the parties contestant, 

with the following result: 
As the main issue of fact made in this case by the contest* 
•• «ants, was in relation to the number of votes cast for the parties 

respectively, in the township of Addison, in said district, I 
■■. ha/ve endeavored to determine from the evidence, what majority 

John N. Donaldson did actually and legally receive in s*id 

town*. : Without stopping to inquire all to the propriety of con. 
.sidering the testimony of Knight, Kleinhans, Adams and 
r<foewer y as to the statements 1 made by one Bower, sometimes in 
J the presence of ■ Donaldson and sometimes' not, but giving' it the 

1 
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weight thfc majority of the committeee seem to give it, let us 
see if the contestant establishes the sweeping charges in his 
bill, or proves beyond a reasonable doubt, that John N. Don- 
aldson did not receive a majority of 103 in the town of Addi- 
son. By doing so, we do not mean to admit that it was proper 
to receive as the sole evidence upon which to convict a member 
of this House of a high crime, and unseat him, or keep from 
his seat a person legally entitled thereto. Inasmuoh as the 
evidence adduced by the contestant shows conclusively that 
there was within his reaoh direct testimony as to the truth or 
falsify of his allegations, we feel bound to scrutinize carefully 
the testimony he does introduce, and give it the construction 
most favorable to the sitting member that it will permit ofc 
Upon the contestant is the burden of proof. . If he relies upon 
merely raising a presumption in his favor, that presumption 
must be so strong as notito^ad^tjof a reasonable doubt 
Without repeating the testimony, as ,^p n ^<^& fifrrf 11 

VfF^,d^£ f ^ <^ttofy*f»tors 

of election, olC^^'ttk^^ev^lH^4^Mia ^Meth iteming 
«j*f» 9toW¥*eft,&*>lM^ off 

^&aite**i**W*^ fefte*«ta<*a»y 

i»4fr&<>toTftlt^tf»> Vttta«ti& tdljcfoitorirfiinft xah&qUe^at tast* 
B#te^ii^3^<t>a^ ^ that ittol^ nprJTi i^ tojeafcestoafrsyet^ir <nifct 
tfMfffc hi»ixa«H>. IHisitt^ tWiitfifffeire. oilt 

.taBtaoJrttseivtatqdpdaeta^ p*ktef*frd 

because he failed to be convinced thtftihtfjfaftdi silftdg ftifeisiake, 

KdjiIihJMPfeiB^^ of th^namo 

T£4&felj,iM<k <#flFWtf*ingcit. ^J^it^pesil&fco^ 
bHfcafc ?towti r vtbati me rtobta* were- gdyeni jfor< any -mother fterso* for 
.ertbemmai office, ^d t c*frsiik«ing <>th^t^ apo«ffdiDgj/to the; usual 
bfamtf *t*lly liatto^&st, ^tiiuim^of%th6fiffiBd, then that oJ&on© 
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adtfb ndrhe; w^ J ttreforeed' td the belief that this Veto, 1 spdWff* 
of^by* Befijamin Ketcbttiri, was erroneously " talKed: to IfillenWfe 
nitae;* 4 Aftefrthtf vbte* wete all cottttttd, DonalHfoli; in! as** 
dsir^-send i6> Poiftlic news of the result, figured tip th* u 
nttjorttftte of Borne ofthwprittcipal candidate^ among themhtffc 
©w*i which; in accordance with his fignring; he declared to M^ 
98P N^fbrmal aanctoncement was made; This figuring' up of T 
tbiHnafotfrtfes of Bb«e;-^fi inier^ry^fof the purpose of this me** 4 * 
MUgdr.'v Efttter 1 otf thfe tiatner nightbrouthe me^t day, at the *d^ J 
jomrtiedtrieetaig,(/(thte witnesses are in doubt which was the 
tffl^) ^mistake wa* found in J the tally list, according to thv^ 
wttnesSes r^tafiiiig statements, not testifying to facts, a co*rte** 
ttea o^wliieb inatkf Donaldson's ^mafority 100, or 101. (Her** j 
again, the witnesses are indouMabbut the wnnber stated^-- 
aftttfig proof that this hear-s^y^Tideiice' ou^ht not io be reltod 1 ^ 

If%e put the 1 con^tnftetiori upon ; the testftnony to this pointy 
that common sense dictates, and consider the character of ttftfc* 
testimony, and also- the fact that up tothfe time of the dtsbot- 
errJef 1 the mistake; DonaldB on, or his friends, could have had^ 
n^mdti^e to criminally stifke orft; or add' to the tatties, th*^ 
most reasonable condusiott 1 is/ that 1 the correction spokete o#' 
wwr tj nierely ' a ^oitect -cotrHftlrig of 5 therttfffifcs-oirthe lidty ***** 
tffite ty^eetin^the-* bowlusion^that ^h4 arrived 1 nt( while figuriaga 
f^^eb^n^toftheinesse^ge^-Haie^ely shotting thai he tiMfto 
figared^wJottgi > 

,£nd whea th& witaefc#tr»peak of Btttretvisajangf that by 4hia<t 
cematkA It fa cumaad Pbaaldaonfsrvote to lia-or lOly itxamnetJ 
syreljr b4 tiMawd^brf ^tUsifiaobe^oasj itife ^majority ofrthe onum 
intttesisetnifto fluak^fMt Bdawr* intended rto-betMcWrsttode 
tlMilh^Btaffikdiiihsr&attoMoa/ \rbjrpuUMigabd Mfc»er>ifarttti 
flnrwbaikitsl BfcWew Jifttf ''baeqqapeirici^ 
Bfl0ariipQf«9tytt&Aabtftta bkko 

B»iwsp^nuiieaa«ldkk^otefroM88ita }60Mob! 16^auQita«lft 
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..Inasmuch as - there • is *4oubt as to whether the ta% liatq ; i 
showed Donaldson's majority to have been, 100, or 101, ,wa,-. 
g^ve the pitting member the benefit of the doubt, as be is anti^ 
tledj to assume that frojn the tally list, by cpwrect .count, of . 
the: tallies, his majority appeared to be 10L <;And we are;not* ( 
governed, alone by this rule, as to who has the benefit of a,* 
doubt. We consider this fact, that a jporrect re-count of thg ^ 
votes would correct the mistake in tallying, testified, to by £ 
Ketchum, Would have taken one from MiUeg, auji afldedxansj 
to/Donaldson's vote, and thus have increased his. majority two. H 

it needed but this correction to make his majority !Q3,pf by^j 
cpi^ct count of the tallies he had 101 majority. • We conclude 
th^t the recount, thongjh mafle, at the wrong tinie, a merely,, coi}%n 
rented. the mistake, and effected nothing more than, to give, te.;j 
Donaldson the majority he, was legally entitled to* . r With the * 
ruje;tbat every .man is to be considered honest and jauooen^ 
until proved guilty or dishonest, it is fair to presume tha£ thjin 
recount, made at the wrong time, was nevertheless jnade^cw- 

r^tly. ,■'.-, * ; v 

.1 can see. nothing in the evidence that; tends to show-that,* 

Dfk$aldso& and Bowers, or either of them, intended to cpia#c^t r? 
a Ifcud in. making the. second coqnt. I am fifmly convinced . 
th$y acted in good faith. They did not l^eep it a secret ,but b07, n 
fogp the board of canvassers, publicly stated the facts, fre$Jy ; . 
and evidently, with no abject but to inform the canvapsing, 
board of all the fact*, The return is proper in fonn> fall apjh 
complete, and it needed no such voluntary statement ai waali 
made, to entitle the return to be. received and acted upon, by 
tMeiboard of canvassers. I cannot, as the majority of the conv 
mittee seem to, conclude that Donaldsob, because he aad Bowfeny t 
evidently acting in good faith, made fhitf second count, should 
not receive the honest of the vote given him, and tallied, in all ? 
bUMn probability, to his opponent, by mistake, I can see no- 
erine in correctly counting the tallies on the tally list, eyen pun 
tMftiday after election; nor can. I concede that Donaldson, or! 
rather the»people chooaing him as their B<prasentative in tkia" 



Ho. 6. § 

House, should be bound and deprived of their right, simply be- 
oause he makes a mistake in counting tallies, or it may be in 
the subtraction of one vote from the other, while preparing a 
message for Pontiac. 

I will not refer to the proofs, made by the sitting member in 
relation to the canvass, in the town of Avon, and thus lengthen 
this report Perhaps I owe an apology for its present length, 
but I have spread out enough of the facts to warrant me, I 
think, in making the following recommendation, to wit: 

That the petition be re-committed to the committee, with in- 
structions to send for Jacob Bowers, who can testify directly 
as to mode of conducting the canvass, in what consisted 
the disagreement of the tally lists spoken of by Knight in bis 
cross-examination; also to send for the tally lists themselves, 
and the ballot box and its contents, as well the poll lists, 
and also the poll lists of the town of Avon, and other papers 
from that town. 

I cannot see the propriety of this House proceeding to deter- 
mine this matter, while so many important claimed facts are 
left entirely in the dark, to be supplied by the imagination or 
prejudice of members, and that, too, while direct proof as to 
those facts is within our reach. If compelled to decide from 
the light we now have, and giving to the sitting member the 
benefit of every reasonable doubt, as we are in duty bound, it 
is our deliberate judgment that John N. Donaldson was legally 
elected, and is entitled to the seat he now holds, as member of 
this House from the first Representative district of the county 
of Oakland, and that the prayer of the petitioner ought to be 
refused. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

JAMBS B. KLDBIDG& 
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COMMUNICATION from the Commissioner of the State Land 
Office, giving a statement of lands appropriated by this 

»' State* -.: ,, T *' 

State Land Office, V 
Lansing, January 21, 1863. f 

Hon. S. H. Cutcheon, Speaker of the House of Bepresentaiives: 

Snu-'-In compliance with a resolution of the House, of the 

15th inst, requesting certain information from this office,, I beg 

to present the following statement: ' . ' 

1. The amount of land granted to this State since its first 

organization, as near as can now be determined by the records 
of this office, is 7,566,914.29 acres. 

2. The amount of lands appropriated is 1,070,825.07 acrep. 

The purposes for which such appropriations were made, 

as follows; 



Acres 
Appropriated. 



SALT SPBINO LANDS. 
Approprlifttdi ftr . 



16,000.00 Asylums. 
16,000.00 Normal SchooL 



.V -i.il i I 

' INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT LAND. 

Acres 
Appropriated. Appropriated for. 

5,000.00 St. Joseph river, act 41, 1843. 

5,000.00 Flint river, act 30, 1844. 
64,000.00 Central Railroad, act 50, 1844. 
10,000.00 St. Joseph river, act 51, 1844. 

6,000.00 Bridge in Kent county, act 58, 1844. 
10,000.00 Jackson and Palmyra Railroad, act 14, 1845. 
20,000.00 Central Railroad, act 15, 1845. 
20,000.00 " act 67, 1846. 

V-00.00 Southern Railroad, act 19, 1846. 

8,000.00 Bridge across Cass river, at Bridgeport, act 106, '46. 

2,000 . 00 Bridge across Grand river, at Lyons, act 145, 1846. 
25,000.00 Grand Rapids canal, act 19, 1847. 

7,000.00 St. Joseph river, act 66, 1847. 

5,000.00 Clinton and Kalamazoo canal, act 93, 184*1. 

7,000 : 00 Holland Colony, in AUqgan and Ottawa counties, 

w %W6.tt& Bridge across, musiegon river, and Kew&ygp.sfpd, 

act 40, 1848. 
A00#: W hiht ; tVe0 bridge 4 act 4t, 1848. 

lbjOOt) . 00 Detroit and Gsand.Kiver rpad/iw* 75, J848, . .-■ 
"SjOftO \ 00 Detroit ajid Saginaw. turnpilj;e % §Vb ^ 13*1* . . - « - 
^]fb,do6 M fawlPaw river, act 78, 1848. ... 

•tiWO^ ^w$fc*nd •Paj%0r**kw>*& **M*:WA*. o 
1,000 . 00 (Jorrunna and B*d JfcTW: ?<*$ ** W, WIS- : *;s 

5J000.00 Battle Qreek and Michigan road^t IQS^ 1&48* • 
1 %,0OO.Od Brighton, Fenttfnvilie and Flint road, act 1Q3,. m& 
8,000.00 St. Joseph and LaGrange road, act, 132, 1848. 
4,000.00 Road to H^ki^'MMfe, atrS bridge and causeway 

at Grand Have*) fttft-tftifefcl 848. .' •■' ■ .■*. 

4,000.00 Kalamazo river, act 134, 1848-/ - ' * o'i 

3,000 00 Holland Colony in SigtrnW-tek^Tmofcccmi!^ 

act 135, 1848. 



* 



2%M!U*:^ ■' '• <~ f' ^ww*tttti&« »>•' ■-* •* * »•■ " r - «•- >./ 

1,000.00 Detroit and Grand River road, aot 155, 1848.-. • -; 
o^$<Gflfc0f *<f^ 'V u 

2,000.00 Vixburg road, in &^mm&%1zm*yM<fi &&$&$ 

6,000.00 Roads4%gJMq*»«^ , ..: 5 . Vi 

5,000.00 Rri^a^^^H^sing, act If 4, 1848. 

3,0ffc#» E#o» fttpids and Michigan road, act 189, 1848. 

j^M& ^stantine and Paw Paw road, act 190, 1848. 

2,000.00 Kalamazoo bridge, act 283, 1848. 
10,000.00 Jackson -and Michigan road, act 284, 1848. 
20,000.00 Northern wagon road, act 285, 1848. 

5,000 . 00 Branch county roads, act 286, 184$. 

5,000 . 00 Hillsdale and Indiana road, act 287, 1848. 

8,000.00 Road from Lexington to Sogers' Mills, act 288, '48. 
x 2,000.00 Road from Albion to Eaton Rapids, act 289, 1848. 

3,000.00 Road from Mason to Dexter, act 290, 1848. 

5,000.00 Improvements in Lenawee county, act 291, 1848. 

1,000.00 Free bridge across Clinton river, act 292, 1848. 

1,600 . 00 Draw bridges across River Rouge, act 293, 1848. 

5,000.00 Metamora and Holland Colony road, and Cass river 
bridge, act 294, 1848. 

8,000 . 00 Bridges in Kent connty, act 295, 1848. 

2,000 . 00 Watrousville and Lower Saginaw road, act 114, '55. 

5,000.00 Clarkston and Lower Saginaw road, act 148, 1857. 

8WAHP LAND. 

400,000.00 State roads, act 117, 1859. 
200,000 00 Levees and ditches, act 117, '59, and act 107, 1861. 
.11,388.56 Improvement of mouth of Black river, act 168, '59. 
11,388.56 Primary School Fund, act 168, 1859. 
2,000.00 Draining swamp in Genesee county, act 168, 1861. 
25,000.00 German-American Seminary, act 175, 1861. 
9,447 . 95 State Agricultural College, act 188, 1861. 
2,500 .00 State road in Mecosta and Oceana counties, 254, '61. 

So far as the records of this office show, the appropriation* 



ft Hotro Doo. Ko. % 

were made in accordance with the several acts granting the 
game. 

8d. The amount of the several grants remaining unappro- 
priated is 6,609,4^ . t8 acres. 

4th. The amount of swamp land granted, for which no pat- 
ents have been received, is 458,884 . 18 acres. 

,; Yeiry respectfully yours, 

? SAM'L S. LAOHT, 

CotMM&iontt. 
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l«68. r I. J 2fo.«. 

{•'/it i\* '» /[••;:•■)'*: CK»0,OOf;* ? v ; .. •i«.'"« f ^ *./■*!« ,v. • r v, " ,;,u-,. : M 
tn:i. /"Imm ' >.'»»';ia 'i.?*i J » i •'.li*! 1 -. • i» ..•'.'! . _».. '•' . .."} .;>..:,•>! 
-Ii:?r»if- »;i '?•:.; *'i'\ : £JU:'i or *-r.:i jj .; r.>o: .i-?r > «i:,.,'r *: ■ '.to 
,aT fiii i"-r,\.'»5 (J-.'- *•«: or . •... \i .1 .■«■:. ;•*> » : *\i.m' ,'■,-. .r-if 

j.,, .,«'r -.!,• v ( ! . i !>,-..« ».,riii*. . -.Aon »* : :/ '«. vlni Ti.lrni" its""! 
> f| {."' -tl*t .;•» v »i; rj«n| •; *: r : »« **t»» r«;i|-,j.' *> "<l; i>s ': »'1\ • \>.'\:„ 
(\n H)i*\riiu-.'} t, yl shuiii * \*/< "" v u;;- -j:,^ '•if 1 'io • offfc* 

91U ^iiivliii^.'? *.ii[ .•>• YtujK^rmq .br.oi I» J ;j'« ).• noli en ^jnr.T/t 
j?/,u<\ /:? 'i'f!.».j? ..'ii^N-'t * }|ftNto> fcojlfi':; Miff 7u't v ^ : im: ^frfwt' 

^^^tf^SfT^^hifct^fti ^tlfe-yeW WW AM *o^featt'it* 7 aA^ti 

•tAittfortitfejii; ariatotM yeaif'jtist'feli^ea, abou^SOiOflO^is, 

*^ia^8"«6veraI > thbtlBatid tony 6f ;i pi^ ifW'tiianu^^ifrda^^ftl*- 

■rtfcdiS'crtiii^lotiB^'" the roaA. fv! *The ! rollltig Btobk'oJP^the^ii'om, 

^linjKiS^^'A^irirt r t<y the 'IrtiAportatTon of S50,e00 l t6ii8 '6if u dre 

each year during the season 6f 'iik'vigatibir oti j ihb lakes! ' ' ttb 
1 



company nave expended upwards of $100,000 in cash upon this 
road, its rolling stock, machine and car shops, foundry and 
other appurtenances. It has no floating debt, and no encum- 
brances upon it of any kind, except to its own stock-holders, 
and in its appointments it is in all respects a first class railroad. 
For further information concerning said road, your memori- 
alists refer to the concluding part of a report now on file in the 
office of the Secretary of State, made by a committee ap- 
pointed at the suggestion of the Governor of this State, to ex- 
amine and report to him the condition of the first section of 
twenty miles of said road, preparatory to his certifying the 
fact of its completion to the Secretary of the Interior, pursuant 
to the provisions of the act of Congress. 

They say: "Tour committee hare passed oyer the line of 
said road, from Marquette to the end of the first section of 
twenty miles, for the purpose of 'inspecting the same in pursu- 
( ano£ of *aj4 appointment For. the measurement ef the length 
of said section; ^bur committee would refer tothb certificate of 
lb. L. K^Dorpance, the Chief Engineer of said road, hereto aj*- 
nne*ed, which they believe to be correct irom personal obaerva- 
tioa, from which it appears that there is now actually qomple- 
fod, Ifwenty miles and upwards of continuous track, commeno- 
jfagjatllapquette *nd terminating near the east- branch of the 
£8canawba river. From Marquette to tfye Lake Superior iron 
^pas, a distance of sjwteen miles and a fraction oyer, ihe 
.road l^as, been in, successful operation for the last three years. 
_Xl*a remainder of said twenty miles was graded last year, And 
r the jrork of laying the rails ha* been .completed the present 
Reason. • Jt is laid throughout its .entire extent. with T ff*Us, 
,and,ifl in.aU respects a first class railroad, thoroughly and sub- 
stantially constructed, and fully equipped. Jt is provided also 
With well Rocked machine and. car shops, a foundry, and va- 
jrious fijced improvements to facilitate its business. Its. rolling 
^stock, which' is .capable of the transportation of twenty-five 
Jinndred tonea day, is more than equal to the demands of. the 
,b«siness thus far offered to the road 



* Your eommittee feel no hesitation in reporting the? fiftuM*'? 
tion of twenty miles' as folly equal in its road bed and 8tt£e*^> 
structure to the older raOroads of the State. . o .-•*. 

*Tour committee further sayv and each for himself sdyi^'i 
that he hfa8 no pecuniary interest whatever in said road, and-'. 
that he resides at Marquette. ' ■■"■ * 

11 AH which is respectfully submitted. 

Signed: JOSIAH PHELPS, t 

r P, It «TBRBTT r - r 

^ . ;M, L BBWITT": .-.; 

Endorsed: - 

•The within report is accepted and approved, Not. 20, 1849. •; 

AHSTIH BLAIR> flb»>J». i 
■ That Said first section of twenty miles has Ijeen officially > 
aoeepted. 

And your memorialists fniiher represent, tt*at neither of thp ; 
other three railroad companies in the • Upper » Peninsula, which : 
received grant* of land, hare founfl sufficient inducements to , 
commence the construction of their respective roads, and ithtit 
thfcir several grants are now forfeited to the State hy limitation .. 
of. time, and by the express terms of the. act of 1861. . (Laws - 
of 1861, p. 89.) 

At the .time the act of 1867 was passed, conferring a grant of ' 
land npon the Bay de Noquet and Marquette Railroad Company, . , 
the proprietors ef this road were also proprietors of the Iron '• 
Mountain Railroad, which was then commenced. At that time 
sut miles of track were laid- from 1 Marquette 1 towards the iron, /I 
mines, and iron sufficient for ifeur additional miles had been . 
purchased. . The parties named were instrumental, with others, , 
in procuring the passage of the aotef'Gohgressof Jhne-8; 1856, 2 
granting these lands to the State; In ; 1858 the two interest*, 
were united bjr agrfeemtottt, atid <hfc consolidation- was, after^ 
wards, in 1859, confirmed by an act of the Legislature. Sub- f r 
■e^tfini? to thi^^ine gtttot wh£ obtained, aad In vfow'/tf* tifc 
coiifedlfakticfe, ^He ^y* J 6f buffing the r^ad 
between 185T and H68, ^wardb 4f $4W,90e have been "dtft 
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An examination of . $bft3n*i» m^§kmt^^\^^^^^m\p 
B%k1* N*|rt* to; tb«»5r<» TI JIi^f, f^ ^i^fo^n*^^ 
anliiflitfafiftg^^ ,thfl JVpqj|,rt 

direct and only feasible route between t^Q.^ifti^ ..Wit^.th^ ;t 

branch now constructed f$msfttomfryi%iP> J^^f&«#pfly*& 
indep*fldttbt(iiosi/Cf3*> (Ontonagon or Houghton, to ^ggl^ton, in 

Wiscqfljtft^JiM^HpiMr peninsula will have all the railroad facil- 
ities it .willl iiefetijforlmftby years to come. These routes are sug- 
gested and enforced by the natural features of the cogpte^ftOi 

the ojrfakto tf^teKintmdriilifets, will result in failure, and their 
enl^«ttUJ^0nt/byr;Actiti»BYaidy,^m tbei^rlmQitjllxi^y^^hP 
true interests of the country. The passenger busines$dmM>fi 
anytfoiite itti 'the Upper F^ni^sui^tdcrete^iwtjifcrfiiit rtH&qtattt 
in<fac»meais * <C or /the oqqnfetiNb tion «<tf tf j s^ikl^ilrTi^imwIbo 
defend idadeflyJuponttheiirwiip^^ 

&ii£ ijn^r ibeinorialjsts further. ire pjo*eiJt rribafe, .tbejflpsft An<#ttbo 
prtett^iwdn ri<m^feni«h©fi jodu^emeflta to restafcljeki. ftkrn^Q^K-f t 
in4H64&m dM Ititebfer regioh; b^ondrtbei Lake S^^rAQf ,41*^, i<j 
in the direction of L'Anse Bay, northward, an4l\0f,<£ T 4J$rt4&i<) 
Ne4*^«^otttfefward J iwhibh-Hiay'ncrt tieaurJagatn in 0May.>ff£9lP 
tor^ttKK^ Tha*tb-emcdtarag6tA4idi.«et5ui]9: their -G<Ma»truiJtif)*,fit J .! 
is «i«cte«^y ■ that radl^oa4 ftriUitiesvahtulcl at once te efctei^e&ij 
initorttiJdiJ-e cl^ons, to« encourage the iav^ato^^^ap^L,^^ 
furnace bniidiD^. ; U&leay jtiM* ironOTd tf mfeflp lg^ ^r^ft&u*,* 
BpBHUl^^ened^thfo/giteMwk ^ffp^rtwi^^^^^ft.^c^jto^^ 
gi^iMndranc^jOfr^t&ftfe^ 

sitf^- iTfc&adfrstocd in thft>Vi%lu£; gf! jcppper^^ ^^W*&>4p"m 
vdnpmea* ctf . the* n^nrdfs ^t^gtfpfcti&t ^.©f tfo ^flnflj^ 
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— with the encouragement here indicated, and witii the grant 
of lands given by Congress to aid in the construction of a rail, 
road from Marquette to Ontonagon — are now prepared to 
•commence the immediate construction of a road from the 
Iron Mines, on the route adopted by the old Marquette and On- 
tonagon Railway company, in the direction of I/Anse Bay and 
Ontonagon, and to complete the first section of twenty miles, 
within two years from the first day of July next To do this, 
they have special advantages. In the first place they will save 
an expense of several hundred thousand dollars, and also the time 
necessary to construct a road from Marquette to the Iron Mines, 
which another company must meet before they reach the 
threshold of the iron region. In the second place, they have 
the facilities of the present railroad, to do the work; and lastly, 
they have a direct interest in opening the iron and copper re- 
gions, to increase the business of their present road. When 
twenty additional miles have been constructed, the interest and 
the ability of the company to extend it to the copper region, 
and to Bay de Noquet, will be proportionately increased. 

The principal stockholders of the Bay de Noquet and Mar- 
quette Railroad Company, and their friends, have therefore 
organized as an independent company, the Marquette and On- 
tonagon Railroad Company, to carry forward this general plan, 
in which the two companies will act in concert and harmony; 
and they now respectfully ask your Honorable body to 
confer upon the said Marquette • and Ontonagon Railroad 
Company, the lands, rights and privileges, given by Congress, 
to aid in the construction of this road, subject to the restric- 
tions and requirements of the several acts in relation thereto. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

SAMUEL P. ELY, 
LEWIS H. MORGAN. 

Lansing, January 14, 1868. 
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COMMUNICATION from the Auditor General, transmitting 
the reports of the Bay de Noquet and Marquette Railroad 
Company, and the Michigan Southern and Northern Indiana 
Railroad Company. 

Auditor Ornrral's Officr, 1 
Lansing, January 24, 1863. J 

Hon. S. M. Cutghrov, Speaker of the House cf Representatives: 

Snt — In compliance with a resolution of the House of the 
Slst inst., requesting me " to place before the Legislature the 
reports of the several railroads," I herewith present copies of 
all the reports of railroad companies received by me for the 
year 1862, being tho reports of the Bay de Noquet and Mar- 
quette R. R. Co,, and of the Mich. Southern and Northern IndL 
R. K. Co. The last named report was directed to the Secretary 
of State, and handed over to me yesterday. 

Very respectfully, 

E. ANNEKE, 
Auditor General. 



. •' 



' • / 



v' t 



• ». 



I ' 



REPORTS. 



OmoB of M. S. & N. I. R. B. Co., ) 
Toledo, Ohio, Jan. 6. 1863. I 

' To the Eon. ihe Secretary of State of Michigan : 

The Michigan Southern & Northern Indiana Railroad Com- 
pany, in conformity with the requirements of the act entitled 
an act to authorize the sale of the Southern Railroad, and to 
incorporate the Michigan Southern Railroad Company, approved 
May 9, 1846, and the act amendatory thereto, approved March 
28. 1850. and of the act entitled an act to authorize the Michi- 
gan Southern Railroad Company to consolidate with the 
Northern Indiana Railroad Company, approved Feb. 13, 1855, 
respectfully submit the following report for the preceding year, 
to the first day of December, 1862: 

1st. The length of their roads and branches, in operation in 
.' ■ • 

the States of Michigan, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, is 441 miles; 

besides which they operate the leased lines of the Erie and 
Kalamazoo Railroad, and of the Detroit, Monroe and Toledo 
Railroad, and use in common with the Detroit and Milwaukee 
' Railroad Company, three miles of their track at the Detroit ter- 
minus; in all 85 miles additional. 

2d. The cost of construction of their consolidated lines, as 
per construction account on the books of the Company, at close 
of last fiscal year, was $13,616,404 30. 

3d. The indebtedness on account of construction—none. 

• • • , 

4th. Other indebtedness is as follows: Funded debt, $9,608,- 
' 063, (iucluding $191,563 of D. M. & T. R. R. bonds, and 
$236,000 E. & K. R. R bonds, guaranteed;) floating debt, 
$424,116 16; total, $10,032,119 16. 
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6th. The amount of capital stock subscribed (outstanding) 
is $9,018,200. 

6th. The amount actually paid in is $9,018,200. 

Tth. The loans made for the purpose of constructing the rail- 
roads of the consoliffetiid tfempa*^ jpr'j purchasing, construct- 
ing, chartering or hiring steamboats, amount, as heretofore re- 
ported, to $1,653,000; 

8th.*Dividend last year — none. 

ptti/Jftp teteipW from freigfct were $1,666,981 54; from 
passengers, $796,378 49; from all. other sources on operating 
amount, 193,139 $1. ]" 

JkOth. 1? he number of through passengers was 6%745; of way 
Pfwsemjer*, $98,173$. 

11th. The expenditures for repairs of ro^d were |320,678 5j5; 

repAics of engines and cars, $209,360 06;. other operating j qz- 

.pen#es, $671,649 36; expenditures for construction, $14,694 "81. 

12th. Number of engines, 83; ^passenger cars, 82; freight 
^qarjs, .1,160;, other cars. 61. 

13th. Average number of men employed last year, about 
1.T50. 

14th. The number of miles, run by passenger trains was 
659,001; by freight trains, 1,144,038; by other trains, 18^355. 

15th. Under the third section of the consolidation act, they 
report that the portion of their capital stock and loans actually 

« * < ♦ ' 

employed in the State of Michigon, is $3,612,255 27; but if 
there is included the $300,000 of nominal capital never paid in, 
and a like amount advanced to another railroad company and 
not refunded, and expenditures on steamers, and other losses, 
on which, by the decision of the Supreme Court of Michigan, 
they are however held liable to taxation, as well as on the 
above amount actually paid in and expended in that State, the 
.amount on which the company will be liable to the specific 
State tax, of thx^fpurihsaf one peroeut^will be $4,739,240 16, 

W 
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, $e it remen^eredottot^%ft*fr 16 th. 4^ of $im*W„ lSj^jf*- 
aonally appeared before mf, Martin lu 6jrfceB,r Jr., and Bhjlo 
Morehous, aqd^aykig been duly sworn by me, depose and|*ay, 

that the forqgoppg statement, by them signed as directors, is 
true and coroet^according to the best of their knowledge and 
belief. 

MARTIN L. SYKES, J*., 
P. MQREHOUS. 
Sworn to an4 subscribed, tJiis 5th day of January, A. Jj*. 1868, 
before me f . 
[ l. s. ] RICH'D WAITE, 

Commissioner for the State of Ohio, appointed by the Governor 
of Che State of Michigan to administer oaths and dffirmations, 
and to take actowioled$ment <tf deeds, 
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Gfattfe or tb» Bat Db No<*nsr Mm MitftomtB R. R. Cot, 
Marquette, Lake Superior, Mich., Dec. SI, 1862. 

Jb 4te Auditoi%ffeneral of the State of Michigan: 

The following, is the annual report of this company, required 

l*y -law to be made to you, for the year ending at this date. 

The length of the line is 77 miles, of which the first 20 miles 

from Marquette, -are completed: 

JUL The capital stock of the company is... >....: tl,&0 0,000 00 

" amount actually paid in, 442,000 00 
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Sd. The am't expended fot the purchase of land m $1 0,800 00 
" " " construction of road,, 502,6T6 24 

" * " buildings, is 13,630 00 

" " " engines and oars, 116,808 16 

Sd. The indebtedness of the company is, for its t . 

per cent, mortgage bonds, 200,000 00 

For miscellaneous floating debt, 40,804 81 

The pjnounts due the corporation are 47,664 68 

4th. The aip't received for transportation of pas- 
sengers, is 2,033 95 

The amount received for the transportation of • 

property, *. . 144,131 66 

"The amount received from all ftther sources,. . . . . 93 04 

6th The amount of freight carried is — 

Tons of iron 4 ore, 149,153 

'• " pig iron, '. 6,610 

* - ' merchandize 2,234 * ,,; * 

6th. The amount paid for repairs, engines, cars, 

buildings and salaries, is ..... . •. 88,180 45 

1th. No dividend has been paid this year. 
x 8th. The number of engine houses and shops is 16. 

The number of engines is 4. They are of the first class, 
weighing 26 to 27 tons each. 

The number of cars is as follows: 319 four-wheeled ore cars; 
1 passenger car, eight-wheeled; 1 platfpun car, eight-wheeled; 
6 gravel cars; 4 small cars. 

9th. This road being almost exclusively a freight road, runs 
m passenger trains as such; a passenger car is attached to the 
freight trains. x 

Number of milfes fun by freight trains, 28,T00 

" ■'«•'•« repair and const auction trains, 15,161 

10th. The average number of men employed is 85, as folloWs: 

' engineers and machinists, 10; carpenters, 4; blacksmiths, 6; 

foundry men, 3; conductors, 3"; brakemen, 15; laborers, 44. 

11th. "But one injury to life or' limb. In this case the party 
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was a laborer on a construction train, who fell between the cam 
through his own carelessness, and was instantly killed. 

12th. No accidents have arisen from the carelessness or neg- 
ligence of any person in the employment of the corporation. 
Very respectfully, your ob't serVt, 

SAMUEL P. ELY, 
Managing Director Bay de N. & M. B. B. Co. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, the day and year abore 

written* 

WALTER FINNEY, 

Juttice $ the P0000. 
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MEMORIAL of the Directors and Stock-holders of the Mar- 
quette and Ontonagon Railway Company, against transfer- 
ring their land grant to another company. 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State qf Michigan: 

Tfacniidersigned, directors and stockholders of the Marquette 
an^Qftlonagon Railway Company, would respectfully represent 
to youf Honorable bodies, that said company was organized 
under the general railroad law, in the year 1857, and was inchu 
ded in the general land grant act of that year, by which' the 
benefits of the act of Congress, conferring certain lands in the 
State of Michigan for railroad purposes, were conferred upon 
■aid company, with others. The company immediately caused 
a thorough survey, and maps, plans, and profiles of the route 
to be made, and the line to be staked out upon the ground, at 
a cost of over seven thousand (7,000) dollars, with the inten- 
tion of proceeding with the actual construction of the road as 
soon as the financial condition of the country would permit. 
The business orash of 1857, however, as all well know, was an 
ample reason for withholding further efforts at that time. Tb» 

1 
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country had bat barely recovered from that shock, and business 
confidence had just begun to be restored, when the infamous 
southern rebellion, with its dark and portentious clouds broke * 
upon the country, and all enterprises of such a character were, 
of necessity, suspended. The Legislature of 1861, extended 
the time for the construction of the first twenty miles of this, - 
and all other land grant roads in the Upper Peninsula, until Jan. 
1, 1863, in the expectation, in which all shared at that time, that 
within the year 1861 the rebellion would have been put down, 
and peace and prosperity restored. But, in this we have all 
been sadly disappointed, and there has been no time during 
this period, until now, when such an enterprise could be under- 
taken. We, however, assure your Honorable body, that the 
company we represent have not harbored the thought of- aban- 
doning the enterprise, but have every desire both to save the 
means we have already invested, and to preserve the land 
grant conceded to us for the benefit of the Upper Peninsula, in 
the development and prosperity of which we feel a deep inter- 
est; and we further state that our arrangements are made for 
commencing the actual construction of the road during the en- 
suing season, in the confident expectation that you wi^fg^l the 
justice and propriety, under the circumstances of conj^pn, in 
which the business community has been placed, of granting to 
this company a reasonable extension of time, within the life of 
the congressional grant, for constructing its road. 
, We are informed that another company was organized on 
the second day of the present month, assuming the same name 
as .the company we represent, excepting only the change from 
rail-way to rail-road, and which, under the assumption that the 
interests we represent had been abandoned, has applied to 
your honorable body to transfer the land grant of the former 
company to itself. This new company is composed of the same 
persons who control the company now known as the Marquette 
and Bay de Noquet Eailrpad Company, formerly the Irqn 
^fountain Railroad Company, and which constructed a road 
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from Marquette, westward seventeen (17) miles, to the Iron 
Hills, prior to the passage of the land grant act of Congress. 

This Iron Mountain Railroad Company, however, had the 
shrewdness to induce the Legislature of 1859 to pass an act by 
which that company became consolidated with, and merged 
into, the Marquette and Bay de Noquet Railroad Company, 
one of the land grant companies, which was organized for 
building a railroad from Marquette, southward to Little Bay de 
Noquet, en Lake Michigan. The principal object of this con* 
solidation, so far as developed, seems to have been to enable 
the old company, by building three miles of* road at its western 
end, to obtain the benefit of the land grant to the company into 
which it was merged, as for constructing tvuenty miles of road, 
and also to enable the company to increase its rates on iron 
ore, from a rate then sufficiently high, to the extremely onerous 
rater of one dollar per ton upon iron ore, for a distance of seven- 
teen miles, which was, in fact, done the very next season, con- 
trary, as we are informed, to the express promises o{ its attor- 
ney and director, to many members of the Legislature, at the 
time the bill was before them, and we most respectfully remon- 
strate against the transfer of the grant to the Marquette and 
Ontonagon Railway Company to such new company, or any 
other, for the reasons that the company we represent have, in 
good faith, expended considerable means in making surveys 
and plans, and have been prevented by the condition of the 
country, which has everywhere paralyzed similar efforts thus 
far, from availing itself of the grant which has acted as an in- 
ducement to enter upen the enterprise, and expend its money, 
and because we assure your honorable body that we have 
every reason to. expect that we shall be able speedily to com- 
mence the work of constructing the road, and to complete as 
% much within the next two years as those who are seeking to 
deprive us of our grant, propose to do; and we will consent and 
agree, that unless we satisfy the board of control of land grant 
railroads, of which his Excellency, the Governor, is the head, 
by the first day of itugust next, that we have in good' faith en- 
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terad upon the construction of the road, with a reasonable 
prospect and intention of completing; twenty miles thereof 
within two years, that then that board shall have the power to 
transfer the grant to any other competent party or company. 
Under these conditions, we think oar equities are far superior 
to those of the new company who are endeavoring to supplant 
u% and that the country will be quite as certainly benefitted by ' 
permitting us to build the road, as by transfering our rights to 
others. 

Your memorialists therefore pray that the extension asked for 
by the Marquette and Ontonagon Railway Company be granted, 
and earnestly remonstrate against the transfer of their land 
grant to any ether company whatever. 

H. E. SANGER, 
GRVILLE B. DIBBLE, 
J, T. WHITING, 
W. N. OAfiPENTER^ 
H. G. WELLS, 
E. H. THOMSON, 

T. W. LOCKWOOD. 

Lansing, January 29th, 1863. 
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REPORT of W. T. Howell, from the select committee on the 
subject of the land grants made by Congress to the State of 
Michigan. 

The select committee, to whom was referred 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act to amend an act enti- 
tled an act disposing of certain grants of land made to the 
State of Michigan, for railroad purposes, by act of Congress, 
approved June 3, 1856, approved February 14, 1857, which 
amendatory act was approved February 12, 1861, 

Beg leave respectfully to report that they have given the sub* 
ject a careful consideration, and now submit the result of their 
investigation for the consideration of the House. 

By the act of the 14th of February, 1851, these grants of 
land were given to several railroad companies, organized under 
the general railroad law of this State, subject to certain condi. 
tions therein expressed, and if they failed to comply with those 
conditions, the lands wonld revert to the State, as the trustee 
of the general government 

At every subsequent session of the Le gi slature, these com- 
panies have applied for an extension of the time in which they 



ft H<MNQlD«0) 

were required to perform the condition! of the grant, by build- 
ing certain portions of their several roads; and these requests 
have been complied with, and their time extended, without 
giving the subject that consideration which the true interests 
of the State would seem to require. 

The committee propose, first, to consider these grants as ap- 
plicable to the railroads contemplated in the Upper Peninsula, 
By some strange oversight, and contrary to public policy, as 
well as the policy of our general railroad law, three of these 
roads commenced, or terminated, at Marquette: 1st, from 
Bay de Noquet to Marquette; 2d, from Marquette to Onton- 
agon; and 8d, from Marquette to the Wisconsin State line. 
The primary object of railroads in the Upper Peninsula, was 
to develop its mineral interests, and afford facilities for 
transporting the ore to market, and by the action of these 
several companies, and the Legislature, Marquette seemed 
to be designated as the grand mineral depot ot the Upper 
Peninsula. As early as 1868, the " Iron Mountain Railroad,* 
which is now the Bay de Noquet and Marquette Railroad, 
was projected to run from Marquette, by way of the iron 
mines, to some point on Green Bay, and the road actually sur- 
veyed, and the line located, and some portion of its road com* 
pleted before the grant wad disposed of. Actual surveys demon- 
strated the fact that the three roads terminating at Marquette, 
from that point to the iron mountains, a distance of about sixteen 
miles, must occupy contiguous and parallel lines, which must 
necessarily result in a competition ruinous to all, or wholly 
prevent the investment of capital, so necessary to the develop* 
tnent of the mineral wealth of that region. A single glance at 
the map will satisfy any person that one railroad, properly foea* 
ted, woukl be sufficient far the wants of that country for several 
yv*rs to come, 

• The ofely railroad company in the ITpper Peninsula, bf which 
we have any knowledge, except by out ntMtyrte books, although 
tfoqnited by law to make annual reports of their progress and 
Condition, is the Buy de Noquet and Marquette Railroad Oertnv 
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ftany. By their annual report, (legislative journal, page 146,) 
ft appears that they have expended in cash, in the construction 
ef their road and equipments, the total amount of $643,911 40, 
and your committee are informed that this amount, together 
with their interest in the mines and their dock at Marquette, 
nakes a total investment of about one million of dollars ; while 
all the other companies, from any data in possession of the 
committee, have not expended a sum exceeding ten thousand 
dollars, and hiive taken no steps towards the construction of 
iheir roads. 

The question then arises, what k the duty of the State in the 
premises f To foster and eneourage capital already honestly 
invested, or to shut up this entire mineral region, so material 
to the iuterests of the State, and prevent its development by 
4he strong hand of legislative power f To the mind of the 
committee, oar duty is a plain one. Te encourage a proper and 
speedy development of the inexhaustible mineral wealth of 
tins region, would be to place the State in a position to receive 
in a few years a revenue from it equal to, if not greater than 
4he entire expenses of the State government, and thus lay the 
foundation to entirely abolish State taxes, when our State debt 
•hall have been paid. But, while we encourage a system of 
gambling speculation by legislative enactments, the very teaa- 
dency of which is to prevent development and prosperity, just 
ee long will we be subject to onerous taxation by refusing to 
reap the harvest which the God of Nature has already planted 
hi oar soil. 

loaned with a bounty from the general government, could it 
be considered sound policy to use that bounty to compete wilt 
and destroy capital already actually invested, and that to com- 
panies who have failed, in every instance, to fulfill thefir obliga- 
tion* to the State? No such policy can be justified. We logic 
teto, not ataee for Unlay* but for the future; and we should so> 
legislate as to operate equally upon all — be equally beneficial 
te aU-r-and for the cammon good of all. The conclusion fo 
ftwefore, irfesistible, that the public good* and staple jttsti<M| 
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require that the lands granted to the Marquette and Ontonagon 
railway company, should be transferred to the Marquette and 
Ontonagon railroad company, incorporated January 2, 1863, 
the stock holders of which are the same parties who own the 
Bay de Noquet and Marquette railroad, and the grants made 
to the other companies in the Upper Peninsula, should be de- 
clared forfeited, and revert to the State, subject only to the con- 
ditions of the original grant made by Congress. 

We cannot afford to foster a spirit of mere ideal speculation* 
at the expense of the true interests of the State; and were the 
incipient measures to be taken at. this time, we much doubt 
whether any considerable amount of foreign capital would seek 
investment where the course of legislation rendered it capricious 
and uncertain. 

We now propose to turn our attention to the effect of these 
grants upon the material prosperity of the northern portion of 
the Lower Peninsula. 

To the people of the North this law presents some very grave 
and important questions for solution, and the time has fully 
arrived when they must be met and decided. The first consid- 
eration is the extent of territory affected by the land grants; 
for railroad purposes, in the State. The entire grant amounts 
lfttle short of four millions of acres, and the alternate sections 
of the government lands, equally precluded from settlement, to 
as much more; making, in round numbers, about eight millions 
of acres — equal to about twelve thousand and three hundred 
square miles, as the basis of our calculations. This of itself, 
is equal in extent to the entire States of Massachusetts and 
Oonnecticut. 

The area of Massachusetts is equal to t ,800 miles. That of 
Oonnecticut, 4,6*74. Those grants are equal to 12,300 square 
miles, or two of the important States of the Union. The area 
of Michigan is equal to 56,243 square miles, and over one-fifth 
of that area is controlled by these grants. For whose ben- 
efit are these lands withheld from settlement and cultivation? 
For the sake of the honest, hardy pioneer, who, confiding 
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in the justice and impartiality of the government, has pitch- 
ed his solitary cabin in the woods, in the hope of making a 
pleasant future home for himself and family ? No — the 
questions are easily answered. The benefit is to accrue to 
a few speculators, who, for the sake of gain, hold the fate of 
a territory in their hands equal to an empire, and by com- 
bination seek to control both State and National legislation 
on that subject. Its effects upon the interests of the few set- 
tiers, scattered through this vast extent of country, and its 
rank injustice, has no parallel in the history of American legis- 
lation. Their isolated situation deprives them of the benefit of 
churches and schools, and after years of toil, necessity actually 
drives them from their homes, and they lose the labor of the 
best days of their lives. No candid man will pretend that these 
roads will pver be built through those portions affected, by 
withholding the lands from market. 

. These considerations are much strengthened in the passage 
of the homestead bill. The entire public domain being thrown 
open, to Settlement and cultivation, "without money and with- 
out price/' this entire section of our State must be abandoned, 
and the primeval forest remain a lasting memento of the folly, 
the partial and unjust legislation, that precluded us from culti- 
vating the lands of our own State. 

What has been accomplished since these grants were madq 
by the Legislature in 1851 ? Emigration entirely checked; and 
the few scattering settlers remain as isolated as they were 
five years ago. An engineer has been brought from Europe — a 
voluminous report made — splendid maps engraved — an incum- 
brance of millions of dollars put upon the land in advance— <- 
but not a solitary rod of road built, or anything done to better 
the condition of a people already crashed under the blighting 
influence of such partial and unjust legislation. Settlers seek 
a home everywhere else— our property, with all our industry, 
depreciates in value— our interests reduced to a death-bed 
consumption, and ail for the purpose of enabling a few men to 
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enrich themselves, who do not reside there, or have any interests 
in common with them. 

These men, without fulfilling the first obligation to the State 
which induced the grants, are already besieging Congress to 
further extend this embargo over the settlement and cultivation 
of the North. Assured by former legislation on this subject, 
that the State of Michigan has placed the interests of the North 
in their keeping, instead of the representatives of the people, 
their consuming rapacity knows ne bounds of satisfaction short 
of absorbing the entire grant, without rendering any equiva- 
lent by building the roads, and hence all their energies are 
brought to bear upon Congress and the Legislature to effect 
this purpose. 

The State never committed a graver error than in the dispo- 
sition of these grants. At least an expenditure of thirty mil- 
lions of dollars in cash, besides the lands themselves, would be 
necessary, and that in a territory, vast in extent, but inhabited 
by less than one hundred thousand people. Any statesman 
should blush to record such consummate folly and ignorance of 
the laws of trade; and in a financial point of view what have 
been its effects upon the other portions of the State? Before 
these lands were withdrawn from market, the tide of emigra- 
tion was flowing in and settling upon the wild lands as fast as 
could be desired, and by the rule of increase of property by 
cultivation, we believe at least one million of dollars yearly, 
for the last seven years, would have been added to the aggre- 
gate value of the taxable property of the Statq, and upon which 
amount the older portions of the State would have ratably 
been relieved from taxation. 

Aside from educational purposes, protected by the provisions 
of the constitution, the State has never had any uniform sad 
settled polioy in the disposition of the land grants made by the 
general government. A grasping system of personal interest 
has been predominant, and at this time, when it is discovered 
that more than thirty thousand square miles of the area ef th* 
State, comprising its most wealthy portion in timber and min- 
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era]*, has never received any portion of the original fire mil- 
lion loan, craated for the purposes of internal improvements, 
nor of the grants made by Congress, we are called upon to 
pause and consider whether a more uniform and equitable policy 
should not prevail. 

For the payment of the State debt, created and expended 
solely to develop the resources of less than one-third part of 
its area, the North has, and ever will, cheerfully contribute itq 
fail share; and while they do this, they ask the candid considera- 
tion of the House whether it be too much to ask for them to he 
allowed to remain free to cultivate and develop their own ter- 
ritory without participating either in the expenditures of the 
State, or the bounties of the general government. 

Remove the incubus of these grants to the material prosper- 
ity of the North, and it will be hailed as the first omen to their 
future prosperity. Continue them, and you place an unbeara- 
ble burden upon them, which can neither be defended upon the 
score of justice, or an enlightened State policy. All agree in 
a want of confidence, either in the ability or intention of those 
companies to construct their roads in the new portions of the 
State, and are satisfied that their only aim is so to dispose of 
the bounties of the State as to secure the greatest personal 
benefit. 

Another consideration, of no inconsiderable magnitude, forces 
itself upon our attention at this time, and adds to the many 
reasons why these grants, so far as they have not been appro- 
priated, should now be absolutely forfeited. 

The recent act of Congress donating to the State two hun- 
dred and forty thousand -acres for the endowment of an ^gri- 
cultural and military school, is an object worthy of oar gravest 
consideration. The disposition of tjie proceeds of this grant 
being for educational purposes, is secured by the constitution, 
and therefore m no danger of being applied to any other 
purpose. 

These landq, carefully selected and disposed of slowly, as 
have keen Khe primary school and university lands, will, in pro- 
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cess of time, endow an institution more liberally and more 
richly than any other institution in the State. Judging of the 
future by the past, we are firmly of the opinion that such selec- 
tions might be made, and their sale so regulated so as not to 
attempt to compete with the present cheap lands, that a perma- 
nent fund of more than seven hundred thousand dollars might 
be realized, the interest of which would be exclusively applied 
to the purposes of the grant. 

The question now arises, where can these lands be selected ? 
We answer, from the very lands now covered by these grants, 
and not otherwise, unless the State will consent to take the 
refuse lanas of the General Government, in limited quantities, 
and of little value. 

The mineral lands of the Upper Peninsula, and the fine farm- 
ing and pine lands of the North, now under these railroad 
grants, would quickly invite the attention of the State, and de- 
termine the proper selection to be made. 

From the premises here laid down, your committee deduce 
the conclusions: 

First. That the lands granted to the Marquette and Onton- 
agon Rail-40ay Company, should be transferred to the Marquette 
and Ontonagon Rail-road Company, organized on the second 
day of January, A. D. 1863. 

Second. That all other grants made by the act of February 

14, 1857, so far as they have not been applied, be forfeited to 
the State, which will leave the State and General Government 
the sole contracting parties, and that such steps be taken by 
the "tate as will bring these lands immediately into market. 

For this purpose your committee ask leave to introduce the 
companying bill, entitled 

A bill to ameud an act to amend section 26, and repeal seo- 
tions 27, 28 and 29, of chapter 150, title 29, of the revised, 
statutes of 1846, being section 5658 of the compiled laws, 

And joint resolution, entitled * ■ 

Joint resolution relative to certain land grants made to the 
State of Michigan, for railroad purposes, by act of Congress, 
approved June 3rd, 1856, 

And recommend that the bill referred to them do not pass. 

W.T. HOWEIiL, 
Chairman Select Committee. 
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REPORT of the committee on elections, in relation to ttie 
morial of Hoki. Hiram 0. Hodge, claiming the seat of Hon. 
Chandler Freeman, as member from the Second Representa- 
tive District, in the county of Clinton. 

The committee on elections, to whom was referred the memorial 
of the Hon. Hiram C. Hodge, claiming the seat in this House, 
as ^representative from the second district of Clinton county, 
'now oocupted by Hon; Chandler Freeman, respectfully ask leave 
to report that they have had the same under consideration, amd 
have instructed me, as their chairman, to report that they have 
beard the allegations a«d proofs produced by the respective 
^contestants, which proofs accompany this report; and your com- 
mittee find that the whole number of votes cast in said district, 
for Representative, at the general election, held November 4th, 
1868, was 1,831, of which number Chandler Freeman, the sitting 
member, received 100, and 'said Hiram C. Hodge received 631. 
It is admitted by said Freeman, that said TOO ballets so oast for 
him, were, given for him as follows, viz: 291 of them for Repre- 
sentative in the State Legislature, for the second district, Clin- 
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ton county; 121 of them for Representative in the State Legis- 

« 

lature; and 288 of them for State Representative, 

And it is therefore claimed on behalf of the memorialist, Mr. 
Hodge, that he received a large majority of the votes cast for 
Representative in the State Legislature, for the second district 
of Clinton county, the pnly legal designation for such office, as 
contended by him, known to the statutes of Michigan; and that 
all the votes cast for Mr. Freeman, for Representative in the 
State Legislature, and for State Representative, were illegal, 
and should not be counted for him. Chapter 6 of the compiled 
laws, section 29, speaking of the manner of voting at elections, 
which shall be by ballot, and of what the ballot shall contain, 
says " The ballot shall be a paper ticket, which shall contain, 
written or printed, or partly written and partly printed, the 
names of all the persons for whom the elector intends to vote, 
and shall designate the office to which each person so named is 
intended to be chosen." % 

The question in this case is simply whethef the last above 
named ballots cast for Mr. Freeman, contained the name of 
the office for which the electors depositing such ballots intended 
to vote. The only designation or description given in the con- 
stitution of this State for members of this House is " Repre- 
sentatives." See State constitution, article 4, section 1, where 
it declares that the legislative power (of the State) "is vested 
in a Senate and House of Representatives." 

It provides, it is true, in section 3 of the same article, that 
" Representatives shall be chosen by single districts," but the 
name of the district constitutes no part of the name of the 
office. The only name given to the office is that of " Repre- 
sentative." 

In the opinion of your committee, if the ballots had stated 
• simply, " For Representative," it would have been a technical 
compliance with the requirements of the statute. But if that 
designation only, would have left any doubt for what office he 
was a candidate, or of its meeting the requirements of the 
statute, the prefix of the word " State," thereto, making the title 
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or designation of the office read " For State Representative," 
must have entirely lemoved such doubt. 

It would have effectually prevented the* confounding of the 
office with that of Representative in Congress, which is the 
only other office that the designation "For Representative" 
simply, could possibly have been intended for. 

Tour committee can find no statute nor authority requiring 
the ballots to specify the particular representative district for 
which the person may be a candidate, nor are they able to see 
any greater necessity for such district being specified on the 
ballot, than there is for specifying the particular county for 
which a candidate for sheriff or county clerk may be running. 
The statute requiring the name of the office to be specified on 
the ballot, is, in the opinion of the committee, declaratory only, 
and would not necessarily invalidate the ballot, though it 
should not be fully set forth, but that the candidate would, not- 
withstanding such defect, be entitled to have such ballots 
counted for him, provided the name of the office was sufficiently 
set forth to make it certain what office was intended, and for 
what officer the elector, in casting such ballot, intended to vote. 

In this case, whether the name of the office be fully specified 
on all such ballots cast for Chandler Freeman, or not, it is be- 
lieved by the committee that there can be no doubt, from the 
name of the office, as specified, on all such ballots, that the 
electors casting them intended them as votes for Mr. Freeman, 
as Representative in the State Legislature. 

Tour committee are, therefore, of the opinion that all those 
ballots were properly counted for Mr. Chandler Freeman, and 
that he received a majority of 69 legal votes over Mr. Hodge, 
for Representative in the State Legislature, from the second 
district of Clinton county, and is entitled to the seat in this 
House as Representative for the second district of Clinton 
county; that a contrary conclusion would be doing injustice to 
the electors of said second district, a clear majority of whom 
voted for Mr. Freeman; that where the intention of the voter is 
fairly to be inferred from the vote cast by him, either as to the 
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person for whom, or office for Which he has voted, that it is the 
duty of the canvassers to carry otrt such intention. Such is fhe 
rule off law, as understood by the committee. Yottr committee, 
therefore, recommend that the prayer of the memorialist be not 
granted. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, together with certain 
certificates of the district canvassers, and certain affidavits, 
and your committee ask to be discharged from the further con- 
sideratien of the subject. 

THADDEUS G. SMITH, Chairman. 
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MEMORIAL of B. L. Hill, on behalf of the Fishermen of Mich- 
igan, protesting against the passage of any law to suppress 
pound, or trap-net fishing. 

2b the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State of Michigan: 

The undersigned, memorialist, on behalf of the fishermen of" 
this State, begs leave most respectfully to protest against the 
passage of any law, the effect of which is to suppress alii 
pound, or trap-net fisheries, in this State. 

He begs leave respectfully to present some of the reasons' 
that induce the fishermen to oppose the passage of any law to 
abridge their rights, or curtail their privileges. No such law 
should be passed: 

1st. Because it would operate most injuriously and ruinously 
upon a large class of honest, industrious citizens engaged in 
the business of fishing, along the shores of our great lakes, 
whose entire property and means of livelihood consists in 
their nets, boats, and fishing apparatus. By the passage of anj 
such- law, these men, who have settled on lands of the State, 
along the shores, and cultivated them as far as practicable, 
1 



2 House Dec. 

pursuing the fishing business during the proper season, would 
be driven from their homes or left to starve; 

2d. Because, by such a law the quantity of white fish caught 
and offered in market would be greatly diminished — probably 
more than three-fourths — thereby doubling or more than doub- 
ling the price of this article of commerce; thus making the 
consumers pay a tax of one hundred per cent., the only benefit 
of which would accrue to a few persons — perhaps a single 
firm, in Detroit — who have the monopoly of all or nearly all 
the seine fisheries on Detroit river, and, as we are informed, 
hold and use most extensive trap-net fisheries on the Wisconsin 
shore of Lake Michigan. It is not alone the honest, hard-work- 
ing fisherman whose little all . is involved in this controversy, 
that will suffer by such a law, but the whole community, in the 

high price of fish, as a consequence, beside* the loss to the 

* 

entire commerce of the State in the immense diminution of this 
spontaneous source of wealth. 

The fisheries of Northern and Western Michigan, where only 
trap nets are of any practical use, constitute one of the great 
sources of wealth of these regions; and your memorialist can- 
not believe that your honorable body are ready to lop that off, 
and involve so many persons and so much property in ruin, 
even though a few men in Detroit may be made more wealthy 
thereby. 

It may be said that it is not proposed to forbid fishing 
with seines. But all are well aware that where the trap or 
pound nets are used, the fish do not approach near enough to 
the shore to render seines of any avail, and know that if they 
can suppress pounds, the Detroit river fisheries would have the 
entire monopoly of the business in this State, and untold profits 
would be the consequence. 

But it is contended by the advocates of tbip measure, that 

the taking of such large quantities of white fish will, in timet 

# depopulate the lakes and ruin the trade. It is impossible, from 

the nature and habits of the white fish, that such an event o*n 

ocour, unless the nets are made with meshes of only one-tenth 
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the size of those now in use, taking fish too small to be of any 
value. On the other hand, were there no white fish caught in 
any manner, the quantity would not greatly increase ; while by 
the use of pound or trap nets, the quantity is not only not 
diminished, but in many localities actually augmented. The 
quantity would not increase materially were none caught, for 
the reason that the white fish goes into deep water at the end 
of his second or third year's growth, and dies, having ruu his 
race and accomplished his purpose, leaving his place vacant 
for the next generation; so that though each female may lay 
and hatch her hundreds of thousands this year, she lives to 
raise her brood no more than twice, if she does the second time. 
The lakes cannot be depopulated of white fish, for the reason 

4' 

that at the time of fishing with pound nets, the minnows of last 
year, and of a few months before, are full grown fish, and there 
are millions of the young ones of the present year's hatching, 
too small to be caught in any net. At the next year's fishing 
time these will be full grown, and give place to another brood 
of young; so that if all full grown white fish are caught this 
year, the next year will show a full crop; while those of the year 
before if not caught, have gone to their tomb in the depths of the 
lake — never to return It is now a well settled fact in the history 
of the white fish, and all this family of fall spawning fish, that 
they are short lived, the former not living more than 2 or 3 
years at most; and that this fish, as does the shad and salmon, 
grows most of his growth, from a minnow of a few ounces, to 
a full grown fish of from 5 to 9 lbs., in the short space of less 
than three months. 

The spawn is laid in November and December, and hatching 
begins in the spring; the young fish remaining on the shoal 
spawning ground until May or June. They then seek deep, 
cold water, and may be seen in vast numbers at such places 
as the straits of Mackinaw and others, where the water is cold 
and clear. A short time after these younger ones are seen, the 
last year's fry, then about 14 months old, make their appear- 
ance, and art from two to three inches long, weighing only a 
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few ounces. This is in July; and from that time to about the 
same time in September, these last years fry attain the size of 
full grown fish — thus making all their growth from minnows 
too small to be caught by any net, to full sized fish, in less than 
three months. The same is true of the salmon, and some other 
fall spawning fish belonging to this family. 

The artificial cultivation of fish in France and Scotland, on 
an extensive scale, and in this country to less extent, has 
thrown much light on this subject, and taught lessons in rela- 
tion to the habits and nativity ef fishes, never before dreamed 
of. It cannot have escaped the observation of all, that the 
white fish are of remarkably uniform size, there rarely being 
more than a few ounces difference in any lot, however numer- 
ous, except as between the males and females — only two sizes 
being noticable; no half -grown white fish, as is the case with 
pickerel and others, are ever caught, the time of their growth 
from minnows to full size, being in July and August, when 
pound nets are not used, and the fish are not merchantable. 

" In November and December of 1853, about 300,000 eggs (of 
the salmon) were deposited in hatching boxes at Stormontfield, 
near Perth, Scotland. In April and May, of the succeeding 
year, the hatching took place, and on the 15th of April the 
young fish were first observed at large in the troughs In June 
of that year, 1854, the young fish having attained a length of 
about one and a half inches, were introduced to the larger 
sphere of the pond, where they were carefully fed and attended 
for twelve months. In May and June, 1855, when the fish were 
one year old, the young fry having attained the size of what 
is familiarly known as smolts, were marked, by cutting off the 
adipose fin. About one in a hundred only were thus marked 
and liberated. Some of the young fish remained in the pond, 
but a large majority proceeded to the sea. 

The largest smolts which left the place of their nativity in 
May and June, measured no more than about seven inches in 
length, and weighed from one-half to two ounces, only. In Au- 
gust following, a portion of them returned from the sea, after 
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an absence ot about two months. The marked ones were 
weighed, and the smallest one was found to weigh three and 
one-half pounds, anther fire, another five and one-half, 
one five and three-fourths, one seven and one-half, and one nine 
and one-half pounds. The latter one measured over two and . 
one-half feet in length." The author further remarks that " they 
received no attention, whatever." 

Prof. J. 0. Oomstock, in his Essay on Fish Breeding, when 
•peaking of the fall-spawning fishes, says: ''This class con- 
tains those which belong to the family of the salmon and trout, 
including several species of the shad-salmon, or white fish." 

That the white fish belongs to the class of short-lived and 
rapid-growing fishes, is well established. 

Prof. Theodatus Garlic, M. D., author of an admirable vol- 
ume en fish culture, thus speaks, in a letter addressed to the 
memorialist, on the subject: " I have given this subject a good 
deal of attention, and made careful observations on the history 
and habits of this valuable fish, (white fish,) for the last eight 
or nine years; and the only conclusion I can arrive at is, that 
his age is about two years. 

" My opinion is based partly upon what we absolutely know 
about several species of fish that belong to this family of fishes, 
and partly upon what I know by actual observation of the 
white fish during the first year and a half of his existence. 

" The white fish, as so all of this family, spawn late in the fall. 
The time of incubation is about twelve weeks. The young fish 
do not leave the spawning ground until late in the spring. In 
the month of July they make their appearance in myriads at 
the Sault St. Marie, in the shoal rapids, and are about two and 
a half inches long. Shortly after the young fry make their ap- 
pearance, the young fish hatched the year before appear. Thetir 
average length is about four or five inches, and they nearly if 
not quite double their size during the few days they remain there 

"This is the last we see of young white fish. It will 
seem incredible to a majority of persons that they should in- 
crease to such a size in so short a time, but no fact is better es- 
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tablished than that this family increases from two and a half 
ounces to six pounds, and in some cases to as much as nine 
pounds, in the short period of three moaths. 

" It is not until after the first year that fish make this rapid 
growth. The white fish is a shprt-lived fish, like the shad and 
many varieties #f fishes. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c, 

T. GARLICK » 

This is the testimony of a man of reliable character and ex- 
tensive observation on this subject, having no interest to sub- 
serve other than that of scientific research. 

But your memorialist is of the opinion that the pound fishing 
serves, indirectly, to increase the white fish, by destroying 
large numbers of sturgeon and other long-lived fish, of tbe 
sucker class, that lay upon the shoals and suck up the spawn 
of the white fish, and thus destroy millions. 

It is found by fishermen that in many localities, where a few 
years ago hundreds of sturgeon were caught in their pounds, 
more recently very few are taken, and that in all such localities 
the white fish have correspondingly increased. 

Therefore, believing that the passage and enforcement of such 
a law would work great injustice to a large class of honest and 
industrious citizens, and involve them in ruin; would diminish 
very greatly the commerce of our lake coasts; and increase to an 
almost indefinite extent the price of this article of food, while 
it would serve only to enrich a few at the expense of the 
many, without any public benefit, the fishermen hope and trust 
that no such law will be allowed to pass. 

While we would protest against the passage of a law to 
interfere with pound net, or seine fishing, by which the fish are 
taken alive, thus being a wholesome and safe article of com- 
merce, we are free to admit that some action may be necessary 
in relation to gill-net fishing — not because of any danger of 
exhausting the fish, but because the fish thus caught, are gen- 
'er&lly strangled and dead, when taken, and not unfrequently 
have been dead several days, and have so far commenced the 
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process of decay, that though bj thorough salting at first, they 
will in the spring pass inspection, yet will not keep through the 
summer; and thereby the purchaser suffers loss. Gill-net fish- 
ing constitues but a very small item in the business, and is 
yearly becoming less, as the fish-dealers now generally discour- 
age it, and refuse to purchase and warrant the fish; yet it 
might be well, at least, to restrict such fishing, if permitted at 
all to continue, to a period of the year when the water is very 
cold, and there is less liability of the fish being injured, before 
taken from the net. 

All will at once see that there can be no difference between 
the quality of fish caught in pound nets and those caught in 
seines, from the fact that in both cases they are always taken 
from the water perfectly alive and healthy; the only difference 
being that the seine caught fish are dirty, from being taken out 
upon the ground, while those from pounds are taken directly 
into boats, and always kept clean. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted by your memori- 
alist, on behalf of the fishermen of Michigan. 

B. L. HILL. 
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EEPOKT of the Committee on the Judiciary, relative to the 
claim of David W. Noyes, Hiram Miller, XJnu Miller, and 
Loren Andrus, of Macomb county. 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred the 
petition of David W. Noyes, Hiram Miller, Unn Miller, and 
Loren Andrus, of Macomb county, praying for the refunding 
of moneys unjustly paid to the State for certain lands in said 
county of Macomb, report the following' state of facts as 
ascertained by the committee: 

That in the year 1822, Daniel Miller settled upon the south- 
west quarter of section thirty-four, township four north, of 
range twelve east, in the county ef Macomb, and that subse- 
quently, and long before the State had any claims to said lands, 
Loren Andrews, one of the petitioners, purchased the posses- 
sion of the said lands from the said Daniel Miller, and ever 
since has, and still does reside upon and occupy the same. 

That in tbe year 1822, Joseph Miller settled upon the north- 
east quarter of said section thirty-four, by permit from the gen* 
eral government, (as also did David Miller on the southwest 
quarter of the same section,) and that about the year 1835, 
1 
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sold his claim to said lands to David W. Noyes, another of said 
petitioners, who has since continued to occupy and improve the 
same. 

That Hiram W. Miller and Unn Miller, as heirs at law of 
the said Joseph Miller, now deceased, are the owners and in 
possession of the north-west quarter of said section thirty-four. 

That said section thirty-four was designated as "salt spring 
lands," and the title thereto vested in the general government 
until the year 1847, though previously set apart by act of Con- 
gress, for the benefit of the State. On the 6th of March, 1843, 
(see act No. 42, session laws of 1843,) the Legislature passed 
an act requiring the settlers on the public lands, and which 
included the lands in question, to file notice and proof of 
their occupancy, with a description of the lands occupied, 
with the Commissioner of the State Land Office, and 
providing that all settlers complying with the terms of said 
net, ehpuld be entitled to purchase their lands at the 
minimum price of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. 
In pursuance of said act, and on the 26th day of May, A. D. 
1843, the petitioners filed their claims and proofs, in full 
compliance with the requirements of law, and so far as your 
committee have been able to ascertain, they haVe never for- 
feited any right to the same by any emission on their 
part, but in good faith have ever complied with every require- 
ment of the law relating to their claims, even so far as to pay 
the sum of seventy-five dollars to the State for a license to oc- 
cupy said lands, which, by a recent decision of our Supreme 
Court, neither the general government nor the State, as the 
agent or trustee, had a right to claim. 

On the 19th of January, 184?, the Legislature passed a joint 
resolution, (resolution No. 5, session laws of 184?, p. 190,) re- 
questing Congress to pass a law enabling the State to sell said 
lands, which was subsequently done — and by act of the Leg- 
islature of 1848,*(p. ?2, session laws of 1848,) the Commis- 
sioner of the Land Office was authorized to sell and convey 
said lands at four dollars per acre. This seems manifestly ua. 
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jtasfc The value of the lands over th& nwtawn price was aA» 
dtod tt» the land* by the petitioner*, and those under whom they 
dlaimed, by the labor and toil of a quarter of a century, and 
the endurance of all the privation* and hardships incident to 
the settlement of an unbroken wilderness. 

Belonging to that class of ettisen* who shrink from seeking 
redrafts in oar courts* and fearing that their lands might be pnr- 
ahfesed from tinder them, and they driven from the pleasant 
homes that their own labot had made, on the 20th of February* 
tod Mh of March, A. D. 18M, they purchased said lands, at 
ftar dollars per acre, paying therefor* the aggregate sum of one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty dollars* or one thousand 
Huree hundred and twenty dollars! in excess of the amount* 
which in justice, good faith, sad equity, they should hare paid. 

The committee herewith return the petition and accompany* 
fog papers, marked Exhibits "A," "B" and "G," as a part of 
their report, and have further instructed me to report the ac- 
admpanymg joint resolution, entitled 

Joint resolution relative to tfee claims of David W, Noyen, 
Loren Andrews, Hiram W. Miller, and Unn Miller, 

And recommend its passage. 

W. T. HOWELL* Acting Chairman. 

The following are the petition and paptirs accompanying the 
report, and marked Exhibits " A," " B" and " Q:" 

EXHIBIT "A." 

2b the Hbn&rabte the' Senate and House of Representative* of the 
State of Michigan: 

The undersigned, Danvid W. Noyes and Loren Andrus, for 
ourselves, and Hrram W. Miller and Unn Miller, heirs-at-law of 
Joseph Miller, late of the county of Macomb, (deceased,) and all 
residents of the town of Washington, county of Macomb, and 
State of Michigan, would respectfully represent that we were, 
long previous to the act of March 6, 1843, in quiet and peacea- 
ble possession of the portions of section 34, in township 4 
HQrth, of range twelve east, being the township of Washing- 
ton aforesaid, to wit: the north-east, north-wept* and soith-west 
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quarters of said section thirty-four. That in pursuance of said 
act of March 6, 1848, of the Legislature of the State ot Michi- 
gan, the said parties did comply with the provisions of said 
act, by filing a notice of their said occupancy, and the testi- 
mony of disinterested persons, with the proper officer; that in 
conformity with the provisions of said act, they were entitled 
to the purchase of said lands at the minimum price of $1 25 per 
acre; but that thereafter, to-wit: on the 20th February and the 
6th March, 1849, they purchased said lands, and were obliged 
to pay for the same at the rate of four dollars per acre, and 
contrary to the provisions of the act of 6th March, aforesaid. 
We, therefore, your petitioners, would represent that we are 
entitled to receive back from the State the sum of $1,820, and 
the interest thereon, from the 20th February and 6th Mareb, 
1849. 

And also that your petitioners did, about the year 1840, pay 
to the State the sum of $15, for a lease to occupy said lands, 
when in fact the State had no legal right to lease the same, er to 
receive pay therefor. We would therefore ask that a law may 
be passed by your honorable body, authorizing the Auditor 
General, or State Board, to settle our claims, according to the 
law and equity of the case. 

In support of the justice of our said claim, we respectfully 
refer to the papers on file in the Land Office, copies of which 
are herewith submitted. 

D. W. NOTES, 
H. W. MILLER, 
UNN MILLER, 
LOREN ANDRUS. 

Washington, Mich., February 10th, 1363. 

» 

EXHIBIT "B» 

To the Commissioner of the State Land Office, at Marshall: 

According to the act approved March 6, 1848, it is made 
necessary for those persons occupying lands that are and may 
become lands of the State, hereafter, to make application to the 
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Land Office, within one year from the passage of the said art; 
therefore, I, Loren Andrus, of tb$ town of Washington, county 
of Macomb, State of Michigan, depose and say that I am in 
peaceable possession of the south-west quarter of section thirty- 
four, township four north, of range twelve east, and that I purr 
chased the possession of said quarter of the original posses- 
sors, and have settled upon and improved the same, with a view 
of purchasing the said quarter section of the United States, by 

pre-emption. 

LOREN ANDEUS. 

Washington, May 26, 1843. 

I, Daniel Miller, of the county of Macomb, State of Michigan, 
being duly sworn, depose and say that I settled upon the south- 
west quarter of section thirty-four, township four north, range 
twelve east, in the year 1822. I furthermore depose and say 
that I got a permit from the government officers, who had 
charge of government lands, and that I settled upon and im- 
proved said quarter section, with a view of purchasing the same, 
by pre-emption, from the United States; and that I depose and 
say that 1 ha*re disposed of all my right and title to said lands; 
and that I furthermore depose and say that the above named 
Loren Andrus has purchased the said quarter section, and is in 
peaceable possession of the same, and furthermore saith not. 

DANIEL MILLER. 

Sworn and subscribed this 26th day of May, 1843, before me, 

CALVIN DAVIS, 
Justice of the Peace. 

I, Smith Davis, of the county of Macomb, and State of Mich- 
igan, being duly sworn, deposeth and say that I have resided in 
the county of Macomb and State of Michigan, for eighteen years 
last past, and am knowing that the said Daniel Miller, mentioned 
in the above deposition, was the original settler on the said 
quarter of land described in said deposition, and that he dis- 
posed of the same some years since; and I furthermore depose 
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aad say that Loren Andrus has lived on and has improved Mm 

said land, and now is In peaceable potitebsute of the flame. 

SMITH DAVIS. 

Sworn Mid subscribed befbre me this 26th day of May, A. !>. 

ISM. 

OALVIN DAVIS, 

Justice tf the Peace, M <7. f J£ 

« 

Stats Land Office, \ 

Lansing, Mich , January 19, A. D. 1855. j 

I hereby certify that the foregoing are true copies of the 
originals on file in this office, and there was paid for the same, 
February 20th, 1849, the sum of six hundred and forty dollars. 

Witness my hand and the seal of said office, the day and year 
above mentioned. 

SEYMOUR B. TREADWELL, (hmmissioner. 

EXHIBIT "0." 

To the Commissioner of the Land Office (/the State of Michigan, 
at Marshall: 

According to the act of the Legislature Of the State of Mich- 
igan, approved March 6, 1848, it is made necessary for those 
persons in possession of lands that are, or may hereafter become 
the property of the State, to make application to the Land Of- 
fice, within one year from the passage of said act. This, there- 
fore, with the accompanying affidavits, is to present you with 
my claims to the north-east quarter of section 84, in town 4 

north, of range 12 east. 

DAVID W. NOTES. 

Washington, Macomb Co., Mich., May 26, 1843. 

Agreeably to the atit, as above alfoded to, viz: (an act to or- 
ganise a Land Office, and to regulate the sale of the public 
knds,) I herewith transfer to your office my dlatoa, iritia 
atftompatiying affidavits, to the ndrth-wedt qtraf ter 6f secttoft' 

84, town 4 north, of range 12 east. 

JOSEPH MILLER. 

*•— *■ Bill, Gdrnmissioner of Land Office, S. M. 

Washington, May 29, 1843. 
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Seam of Michhmjt, 1 
County of Macomb, j 

Personally appeared before me, Alexander L P. Thurpton, a 
Notary Public in and for the county and State aforesaid, Daniel 
Thurston, of the township of Washington, county of Macomb, 
State of Michigan, who saith that he is well acquainted with 
Dayid W. Noyes, of the town, county, and State aforesaid, and 
that said Dayid W. Noyes has been in possession of the follow- 
ing described premises, ever since the year 1835, to-wit: north- 
east quarter of section 34, township 4 north, of range 12 east, 
containing one hundred and sixty acres, be the same more or 
less, and still remains in the quiet and peaceable possession of 
tjie same, and that said David W. Noyes has made large im- 
provements thereon. 

DANIEL THURSTON. 

Sworn and subsqribe^ to before me, this 26th day of May, 

A. D, 1843. 

A. I. D. THURSTON, 

Notary PxMic, M. C. t S. M. 

I, Wm. A. Burt* after being duly sworn, depose and say that 
I am personally acquainted with Joseph and Daniel Miller, and 
that Joseph Miller, in the year 1822, was settled, and made im- 
provements on the north-west quarter of section 34, township 4 
north, range 12 east, in the State of Michigan; and that Daniel 
Killer, on or about the same time, settled and made improve* 
meats on the south-west quarter of the same section, recording 
to the best of my recollection. 

WM. A. BURT. 

Sworn and subscribed this, 18th day of May, 1843, before m* 

W, B. BURR AS. 
Notary Public, St. Clair, St. Qair (b. 9 Mch. 

State of Michigan, 1 
Connty of Macomb, f 8 * 

Personally appeared before me, Alexander I. D. Thurston, a 
notary public in and for the county of Macomb, State of Michi- 
gan, Daniel Thurston and Luther Bennett, who certify that 
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Joseph Miller, of the town of Washington, county and State 
aforesaid, had possession of a certain piece or parcel of land, 
lying and being in said State, and described as follows: north- 
west quarter of section thirty-four, township four north, of range 
twelve. east, containg one hundred and sixty acres, be the same 
more or less; that Miller had possession of said land in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, and still has 
possession of the above described premises, and has made im- 
provements thereon, and has been in possession of said premises 
ever since the year 1826, and that we have been personally- 
acquainted with said killer since the year 1826, and that we 
have, at sundry times, heard him say that he intended to pur- 
chase said land whenever it should come into market, to which 
assertions we gave full credit, and still believe the same to be 
his intention. 

DANIEL THURSTON. 

LUTHER BENNETT. ' 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 24th day of May, A. 

D. 1843. 

A. I. D.THURSTON, 

Notary Public, M. C. S. M. 

State op Michigan, ] 
County of Oakland, J * 

I, Solomon Wales, after being duly sworn, depose and say, 

that I am personally acquainted With Joseph Miller, and that 

Joseph Miller, in the year 1822, settled and made improvements 

on the north-west quarter of section thirty-four, township four 

north, of range twelve east, State of Michigan, and that on the 

spring following, set out on said quarter section an orchard of 

apple trees, and since that time has had peaceable possession 

on the land, as I verily believe, and I have been personally 

acquainted with him since that time. 

SOLOMON WALES. 

Sworn and subscribed the 2Tth May, 1843, before me. 

ORANGE FOOT, 

Justice of the Peace* 
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Scats of Michigan, ) 
County of Macomb. J " 

Personally came before me, Orrel Dudley, a justice of the 
peace, in and for said County, who deposeth and saith, that he 
is acquainted with David W. Noyes, of the county and State 
aforesaid, and that the said David W. Noyes has been in pos* 
session on the north-east quarter of section number thirty-four, 
town four north, range twelve east, and has been in peaceable 
possession ever since A. D. 1835, and that the said David W, 
Noyes has made large improvements on said land; said land is 
situate in the town of Washington, county and State aforesaid. 

CALEB WILBUR. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 26th of May, A.D. 1843. 

ORREL DUDLEY, 

Justice of the Peace. 
State of Michigan, ) 
County of Macomb, J 8S * 

Personally came before me, Orrel Dudley, a justice of the 
peace in and for said county, Mr. John Reeler, of said county, 
who' being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he is acquainted 
with David W. Noyes, of said county and State, and that the 
said David W, Noyes, has been in possession on the folio wing 
described piece of land ever since the year of A. D. 1835, to 
wit: the north-east quarter of section thirty-four, town four 
north, of range twelve east, and that the said David W. Noyes 
is still in possession of said land, and has made large improve- 
ments thereon,' and that the said David W. Noyes has expressed 
his intention of claiming said land by right of pre-emption. 

JOHN KEELER. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, the 26th day of May, A. 

D. 1843. 

ORREL DUDLEY, 

Justice of ike Peace. 
State of Michigan, ) 
County of Macomb, J * 

Personally came before me, Orrel Dudley, a justice of the 

peace in and for said county, Mr. Luther Bennet, of said coun- 

2 
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ty and State, who being sworn, deposed and saitk tl*** lie is 
acquainted with David W. Noyes, of Washington, county and 
State aforesaid, and that the said David "W. Noyes has been in 
possession on the north-east quarter of section No. thirty- 
four, in town No. four north, of range No. twelve east, and bag 
been in peaceable possession on said lands, ever since the year 
A. D. 1835, and that the said David W. Noyes has made large 
improvements on said lands, and that the said David W. Noyes 
lias expressed to him his intentions of. purchasing said lancfo 
tander the pre-emption act, should be ha,ve the privilege* 

LUTHER BENNEfc 
$ worn and aubsqrfted to before me, the 26th day of May, A. 
D. 1843, 

OBBEL DUDLEY, 

Justice of ft* Pern 

State Lawd Omcs, ) 
Lansing, Miak., January lfl, lftft f 

I hereby certify that tke foregoing are true copies of the of* 

igttala onfile in this Office, and there w*s paid by David W. 

Koees and Daniel Mille* severally, for said leads, February 9% 

ttttft, the sum of six hundred and forty dollars eaeh. WjttMM 

my hand and the seal of said office, the day and year atoevs 

Mentioned. 

SEYMOUR B. TBEADWBLL, ttmmtsitatf* 
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REPORT of the Joint Committee of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, on the Asylum for the Insane. 

The committees of the Senate and House of Representatives*, 
on the Asylum for the Insane, who were authorized to act as *♦ 
joint committee, and to visit the Asylum, preparatory to making 
their report, have performed that duty, and would respectfully 
present, for the consideration of their respective branches of 
the Legislature, the following report: 

Your committee visited the Asylum on the 29th and 30th 
ultimo, and examined and inquired into the condition and work- 
ings of the Institution, as thoroughly as the brief space of time 
which they felt at liberty to devote to that object, would allow. 
The facts connected with the workings of the Institution, are 
detailed in the Reports of the Trustees, and of the several officers 
of the Asylum, which reports the committee would recommend 
to the careful attention and consideration of the Legislature, 
But your committee would do injustice to themselves, and to 
the subject, if they failed to express their entire satisfaction 
with the management, and the evident success of the enterprise, 
during the short period it has been in operation — a success 
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which your committee deem to be largely owing to the efficient 
and careful attention of the able and accomplished Superin- 
tendent. For the last two years, while it has afforded the State 
a safe and quiet retreat for that most unfortunate class of its 
inhabitants, and has relieved, or mitigated their miseries, and 
carried blessings to the hearts of their afflicted friends, it has, 
at the same time, been really self-sustaining, so far as current 
expenses are concerned. The deficit in this respect, for the two 
years commencing December 1st, 1860, is the sum of $469 68. 
At the commencement of that period, there was a deficit of 
$1,131 17, which, together with that for the last two years, 
amounts to $2,200 85. And your committee recommend an ap- 
propriation of $2,200 00*, to meet those deficits. 

The arrangements for warming and ventilating the apart- 
ments of the building, and for cooking and laundry purposes, 
are very complete and admirably adapted to the peculiar wants 
of such an Institution, as well as economical in their operation. 

An air of neatness and order, of quiet and comfort, so nee- 

* 

essary to to the successful treatment of mental disease, pervades 
the entire establishment, giving promise of happy and benefi- 
cient results. 

Only one of the wings of the building designed for the occu- 
pation of inmates, is at present erected. The wards of this 
wing, when devoted entirely to the occupation of patients, is 
designed to accommodate about one hundred and forty, but 
some portions of it, at the present time, are necessarily devoted 
to the domestic and business purposes of the Institution, leav- 
ing ample accommodations for only about one hundred and 
twenty at the present time; yet, at the time of the visit of your 
committee, there were under treatment one hundred and seventy- 
one patients, sixty-six males and one hundred and five females. 
Bnt notwithstanding this crowded condition of the Institution, 
nothing has occurred to mar the success of its operations. No 
benevolent enterprise, in which our State has engaged, appeals 
with greater force to the philanthropy of the people, or presents 
stronger claims to the fostering care of the State, than that of 
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providing for ttoft care, maintenance and recovery of the !»■ 
sane. 

Other objects of misfortune demand our attention and sup- 
port, bat none more urgency than the insane. Delay in pro- 
Tiding for the wants of the latter, is likely to be attended with 
much more serious consequences than in ordinary cases. A fair 
proportion of cases of insanity, not of long standing, may, by 
timely care and Jtreatmentytoe cured, when a few months, or 
perhaps weeks deii*yy would, render them incurable. Besides, 
in some cases, thesBfety, of individuals or the security of prop- 
erty, require^ that^ safe and secure retreat should be provided 
for t^m. > : * 

Of the amounts heretofore appropriated for building purposes, 
about $42,000 remains unexpended. It is estimated by the 
officers of the Asylum, that an additional sum of $58,000, 
making a total of $100,000, would be nearly, or quite sufficient, 
to complete the north wing of the building. It* would evidently 
be poor economy to expend half, or nearly half enough, to com- 
plete the work, and then, allowing it to stand for years, before 
deriving any benefit from the outlay. Many of the current 
expenses of the Institution, such as fuel and apparatus for 
warming and ventilating the rooms, the engines and machinery 
used for these and other purposes, the salaries of officers, the 
wages of the engineers, &c, are expenses common to the whole 
establishment, and would be but slightly increased, compara- 
tively, if the building were completed, and the number of pa- 
tients increased to the full capacity of the Institution, when 
completed. Your committee are not insensible to the fact that 
the State is, at present, laboring under heavy burdens, imposed 
upon us by the war, but from the foregoing considerations, they 
are forced to the conclusion that an enlightened economy, as 
well as an enlarged philanthropy, demands the completion of 
the buildings at the earliest practicable moment They have 
therefore instructed their chairman to recommend that the 
necessary appropriation be made, and also to report to the 
Senate a bill to provide for the appropriations herein recom- 
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jpndad, *ad «*k fe to $wtm&d from ft* further a on w d e rfr » 
tion of the subject 

All *? wtttk wi»iiN^tfi»Jly wbwitt^ 

& tt BLACKMAN, 
THOMAS V. MQOBJB, 

S. P. OOHBBS, 
ft. -H. '&AMEBF, 
J. B. COBfc, 
i. J. S^ffiBMtBT, 
W. P. JENfflOlff, 
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REPORT of the joint committee of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, relative to the Asylum for the Deaf, Dumb 
and Blind. 

The committee on the Asylum for thtf Deaf, Dumb and Blind, 
to whom was referred so much of the Governor's message as 
relates to that Institution, have had the same under considera- 
tion, and having, with a like committee of the Senate, visited 
the Asylum at Flint, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Legislature, have instructed their chairman to make the follow- 
ing report: 

Michigan has been the pioneer in some useful improvements 
in the means of education, and where, from the comparative 
newness of the State, she cannot lead the way, is not content to 
be far behind; and accordingly, is contesting for supremacy, 
the claims of older States. 

Our Constitution declares that "institutions for a those persons " 
who are deaf, dumb, blind or insane, shall always be fostered 
and supported," and the Governor's message enjoins the same 
duty upon the Legislature. 

The main question, then, submitted to your committee, is 
1 
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what appropriations shall be recommended for the Asylum for 
the deaf, dumb and blind ? 

To determine this, they have carefully considered the claims 
these pupils, the deaf, dumb and blind, have upon us for sup- 
port and education, and the means required for that purpose. 
Assuming that the public sentiment requires the property of the 
State to educate its children, it is presumed there is no ques- 
tion as to the propriety and importance of educating this unfor- 
tunate class, and because they are to some extent objects of 
charity, our obligation ts still greater. Schools for all our other 
children have been richly endowed; the school for these has not; 
and hence their stronger claim -to our watchfulness and liber- 
ality. Those whose senses are normal, are better able to 
acquire education, without help; to these such acquisition is 
impossible. Ignorance is said to be the parent of vice, and un- 
educated persons of this class are justly regarded as dangerous 
and troublesome members of society, on account of their greater 
ignorance. 

The conclusion is, that the claims of humanity, as well as the 
interests of the public, demand that this unfortunate but inter- 
esting class of persons should be educated, mentally, morally 
and physically, and that they should also be taught some trade, * 
or handicraft, by which they may hereafter support themselves. 

By the attentive politeness of the officers of the Institution, 
your committee were afforded opportunities to see every part 
of the building, and to examine into the condition of the 
pupils. 

They were highly pleased with the beautiful, substantial 
and imposing appearance of the building, and the adapta tion 
prospectively, of the interior arrangement to the ends to be 
Attained. ^ 

The school wing, which is now the rear of the building, was 
tmiltin 1854, and is the only part that is yet finished. It is 
well adapted for school rooms, but is incovenient for other 
purposes for which it is used. The sitting-room for about forty 
pupils, is eighteen feet square. There is no convenient room 
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for chapel exercises, and there are no rooms for isolating the 
sick in case of contagions diseases. There are no rooms for 
work-shops for the boys. 

The other parts of the building, no part of which is finished, 
are well built with excellent brick, and covered with, slate. 

They consist of a central building — the basement used for a 
kitchen, first story for a dining-room, and the second for a dor- - 
mitory — an east and west wing, and a front building. 

Tour committee were no less gratified than surprised, at the 
improvement made by these pupils. In no other class of chil- 
dren does the effect pf systematic mental training seem so appar- 
ent as in these deaf mutes, which is not strange, when we consid- 
er that, when they enter the Institution, they have no language 
In the lowest class, the mind seems a blank, and the whole 
physiognomy dull— often stupid. But they watch their teacher 
for some arbitrary sign of a thing, the name of which they have 
learned, and when they catch the idea, a gleam of intelligence, 
like the twilight, seems to faintly brighten the countenance. In 
the next class, who have been longer under tuition, the eye be- 
gins to brighten, and the head to assume better proportions, 
and the whole visible manifestation of intelligence to improve, 
and so on, through the several gradations, to the highest class, 
that has been longest in the Institution, who will compare 
favorably with classes of the same age, in other schools. 

The blind pupils, also, two of whom .lost their sight in the 
military servye, seem to be making a satisfactory improvement. 
They learn to find and read any given chapter in books pre- 
pared expressly for the blind, and are superior in arithmetical 
calculations. They learn geography, and write letters; but 
their favorite study and occupation is music. * 

They study under great disadvantage, for want of another 
piano, globe and maps. But the greatest necessity seems to 
be opportunities to work and to learn some trade, and this they 
cannot have until some more of the building is completed. 
The trustees estimate that for the next two years they 

will need for current expenses, $24,000, 00 
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Completing central building, 10,000 00 

" two wings, . 26,000 00 

Doubling heating apparatus, building cisterns, furni- 
ture, Ac, 10,000 00 

Amounting in all to $69,000 .00 

From the foregoing considerations your committee recent* 
mend, with muoh confidence of success, an appropriation of 
010,000 a year for the next two years, for the support of the 
Asylum, and $30,000 a year for two years to complete the centre 
and wings of the building. Believing that the building may be 
completed at less expense if done by contract, we so recom- 
mend, and a tall embracing the above objects is presented with 
toe Senate report. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, and your committee 
ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject. 

EDWIN STEWART, Chairman. 
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REPORT of the committee on Public Lands, relative to the 

Swamp Lands. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred that 
portion of the Governor's message relating to the swamp lands, 
beg leave to report that in the year 1850, the general govern- 
ment granted to the State of Michigan, all the swamp and 
overflowed lands remaining unsold at the passage of the act* 
Amounting in all to 5,890,361.49 acres, with this provision, via: 
that the proceeds of said lands, whether by sale or by direct 
Appropriation in kind, should be applied exclusively, as far as 
necessary, to the purpose of reclaiming said lands, by mean/tof 
levees, drains, &c, aforesaid. These were the only conditions 
of the grant The State accepted the grant upon these condi- 
tions, and said lands thereupon became the property of the 
State* and when sold or appropriated in any manner, would be 
subject to all tike provisions of the act granting the* sama But 
inasmuch as the general government has left the matter to thn 
State to decide what drainage may be necessary, the pr*ft» 
ties of the State has been to grant or sell such lands subjecs to 

tha provisions of the not gwrting tbe aam* to tbs Stat*. And 
1 
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as the State does pot say how much draining is required, the 
purchaser does not drain the lands unless he chooses to do so. 

In accepting this valuable grant, therefore, by some strange 
oversight or omission on the part of Congress, the main object 
or design of tha^rant might be avoided. Yet the good faith 
of the Sttyt£ is .pledged to a compliance in the condition of the 
grant, go^far* as^rihy be necessary to accomplish the object in 
view'grig: the* graining and reclamation of the lands. 

The'LegtetfTture of 1859 passed an act to v provide for the 
drainage and reclamation of swamp lands by means of State 
roads and ditches; and also passed an act granting forty acres 
of land to each actual settler on such lands, who should culti- 
vate and drain the same. 

The Legislature of 1861 amended the act by granting eighty 
acres to each actual settler, and also passed an act granting 
four hundred thousand acres for roatfs, and two hundred thou- 
sand acres for drainage, besides some other smaller appropria- 
tions for other purposes, unauthorized by the act granting the 
same, and contrary to the most liberal construction of the law. 

The first act for the disposition of those lands, approved June 
28th, 1851, pledged the faith of the State to the General Gov- 
ernment, and also to all purchasers of such swamp lands, that 
the condition of the grant from the United States, and the con- 
dition of the sale of such lands to purchasers, should be faith- 
fully complied with, as appears by section 2d, of said act, viz: 
"The minimum price of said lands shall be seventy-five cents 
per*acre, and shall not be sold for less. All the money received 
from the sale of such lands shall be and remain a fund for 
reclaiming said lands, in conformity to the provisions of said 
grant." 

' Under >he provisions of that act, 142,933.09 acres of said 
lands have been sold for the sum of $118,212 49, at an average 
of seventy-nine cents per acre, or four cents per acre over the 
-minimum price. ' * ' 

* The Becond act, approved February 14, 1857, section 2, pro- 
Vides that' Bald lands be offered at phblio sale, but shall not be 
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Isold at a less price than five dollars per acre, which shall be 
the minimum price therefor. Of the proceeds of the sales un- 
der this act, twenty-five per centum shall be reserved and set 
apart as a drainage fund, for the purpose of aiding the counties 
in which such lands sold may lie, the interest of which, at the 
rate of seven per cent, shall be in pursuance of law, appropri- 
ated to drain such lands as are situated, and which, in the 
opinion of the supervisors, as are capable of drainage, and the 
balance of such proceeds, after deducting the necessary and 
lawful expenses of such sales, shall be appropriated, and con- 
stitute a part of the primary school fund. 

The third act, approved February 4th, 1858, fixes the mini* 
mum price at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, and 
authorizes the Commissioner to sell at public auction all the 
swamp lands then remaining unsold, for whih the State had re- 
ceived patents. 

Section 5 of said act appropriates all moneys heretofore 
and hereafter received from the sales of said swamp lands, af- 
ter deducting the expenses of sales; fifty per cent, shall be de- 
nominated a primary school fund, and the interest thereof 
at five per centum per annum, shall be appropriated and dis- 
tributed in like manner as the primary school fund of this State, 
and fifty per cent, shall be denominated a swamp land fund, and 
the interest thereof at five per centum shall be paid over an- 
nually to the order of the board of supervisors of the several 
counties in jftoportion in which the same is received from sales 
in said counties respectively, to be used in draining aftd re 
claiming said swamp lands in said county, and all moneys re- 
ceived on such sales as aforesaid, shall be used and applied to 
the payment of the outstanding indebtedness of the State, in 
which the same shall fall due. 

This act also provides that actual settlers might purchase 
said lands by paying one-quarter down, and the balance at any 
time within ten years. 

Tender the law of 1857, the Commissioner declined to adver* 
tise the lands, not deeming it for the interest of the State; con- 
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sequeiitly but little land was Sold. The receipts for the year 
amounted to only $6,525 36, and the sales only $2,232 88, and 
the whole number of acres sold up to this time, amounted to 
only 146,980.16. 

Tour committee have given much time and thought to the 
subject of swamp lands, and they are unanimous in their opin- 
ion that the policy of 1859 authorizing the construction of roads, 
and the homestead act, granting to settlers eighty acres of land 
to each actual settler on such lands, is the only practicable 
mode of complying with the conditions of the grant; and until 
these lands are drained and reclaimed, no portion of the money 
arising from the sales, ought to be used for any other purpose. 
This policy has now become the settled policy of the State, and 
your committee would recommend no change, believing it to be 
the best, under existing circumstances. Your committee here- 
with present a statement, showing the amount of swamp land 
sold, licensed and reserved, from January 1, 1861, to January 
1, 1863, and amount unsold, January I, 1863. Also, a state- 
ment of swamp land road and ditch accounts, up to* November 
30, 1862. , ' 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. B. WILSON, Chairman. 
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14,272.11 
1,760.00 
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4,652. 8T 
33,421.20 
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662.48 
351,094.93 
None. « 
47,633.60 
2,842.75 
454,520. 5t 
42,497.16 
42,669.04 
29,978.72 
104,244.08 
4,561.85 
14,134.69 
101,630.23 
28,121.64 
64,111 65 
249.46 
44,045.87 
58,335 . 60 
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89,287.70 
6,964.03 
215,353.90 
99,112.03 
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3,538.86 
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40.00 
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1,056.13 
None. 
None. 
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Statement cf amounts due the several Swamp Land Boads, No- 
vember SO, 1862. 

Balance of apportionments. . . .• $11,730 16 , 

Ionia, Houghton Lake and Mackinao, . . $95 11 

Newaygo and Northport, 7,640 76 

Port Huron, and Bay City and Lansing, 1,648 8t 

East Saginaw ancU Sauble, ...... 426 70 

Lexington and Flint River, 3 12 

Ontonagon and State Line, 147 11 

St. Mary's River and Mackinac, over- 
drawn, .-> • 56 00 

Marquette and Bay De Noc, 125 00 

I/Anse Bay and State Line, v . . . 404 14 

Allegan, Muskegon and Traverse Bay, 93 00 

State ditches,. \ 601 75 

$11,186 16 $11,7*86 16 



HouoDod. 



SUUemeni of qgportwnintnU to Swamp. Land Boad$, November 

30, 1862. 

Total amount of apportionment,.. ...... .4&S^8$6 93 

Ionia, Houghton Lake and Mackinac,,. >$8»135 5ft 

Jfewitfjo and Northport, . . . * 14 302 0* 

fort Huron, Bay City and .Lansing,* . . 21,899 H 

Seat -Saginaw and Sauble 6,031 6* 

'Lexington and Flint River, 3,23a 6$ 

Ontonagon and State Line,. • » 4,668 89 

St. Mary's River and Mackinaa* 2,18$ 8* 

Marquette and; Bay De Noc, 5,625 50 

LfAnBe Bay and State Line,. . . 4,043 60 

Allegan, Muskegon and Traverse Bay, 9,101 76 

State ditches, ....*. 3,600 00 

$83,385 92 $83)385 92 



]fo. £t. 



fftfkmmt (flmtfr potf #«, yugraf fl iup^ $«nI Jbrife ,^ 

wmter 30, 1862. 

Total amount paid,. , , , f46,,846 81 

fftnfc^Beughton Lake and Mackinac,. . $1,300 00 
Purl Huron, Bay City and Lansing. ... 11,766 82 

East Saginaw and 6a«M*, ... * ...... . 14,4 U) J 5 

Lexington and Flint River,. ..... .-..>... 1,899 'H 

Allegan, Muskegon aid Trayereo ftoy, '994 40 
State ditches, -. fr f 1 W 00 

$46 846 31 $46 846 31 
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Lands paid, on OonhwU at ctuh, under Act 107, Lam qf 1861. 

Port Huron, Bay City and Lansing, . . . $?,f22 55 

East Saginaw and Sauble 2,536 02 

s $8,958 6t 

^ ■■ S53C 

Classes rf (hntmoU on which Land ha* been paid. 

On cash contracts,... .... $9,958 61 

On cash and land contract*, 12,488 IT 

On land contracts, 24,404 5T 

$46,846 81 
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[ No. 18. ] 

REPORT of the Majority of the Joint Committee on Education 
and Agriculture, relative to the Agricultural College. 

The majority of the joint committee of education and agri- 
culture, to whom was referred so much of the Governor's 
message as relates to the Agricultural College, have had the 
matter under careful consideration, and submit the accompa- 
nying report, to which they invite the candid attention of the 
House: 

It seems to have been a favorite idea with the people of 
the State, and with their representatives, from an early 
period, that there should be provided as soon as practicable, 
an Agricultural School, for instruction in agriculture and the 
natural sciences connected therewith; for the law establish- 
ing a University, makes provision for additional branches, 

and among them an agricultural branch; and at the time of 
revising the Constitution, the question of attaching such a 

school to thd University was discussed, but the measure failed, 

simply because it was coupled with an appropriation of lands 

for the purpose of establishing a model and experimental 

• 1 
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farm, which was thought to bo inexpedient, because it placed 
the lands' out of reach of the Legislature. But a provision 
"was introduced enabling the Legislature to so attach the 
school whenever the interests of the State seemed to re- 
quire it 

The Executive Committee of the State Agricultural Society, 
at their annual meeting, after the revision of the Constitution, 
petitioned the Legislature to establish ah Agricultural School 
in connection with the University, and place it under the 
charge b% the board of regents. The Legislature did not 
comply witfe the request of the petitioners, and in 1854 they 
sent in another petition, accompanied by a bill, tor establish- 
ing a separate institution. The bill was amended somewhat, 
and adopted. It required, among its most remarkable pro- 
visions, that the College should be located within ten miles of 
Lansing. 

The duty of locating the farm and College was conferred 
upon the Executive Committee of the State Agricultural 
Society. The Secretary advertised for proposals, and about 
the middle of June, A. D. 1855, that committee — leaving 
behind them the land-marks and evidences of civilization, 
and pushing forward into a wide and desolate wilderness- 
planted the first State Agricultural College on the Western 
Continent Nothing but zeal — without any knowledge of 
the practical business of founding and building up a great 
institution of learning, of the absolutely needed influences 
and interests which alone could support and sustain so great, 
complicated and magnificent an enterprise, ami which are 
found nowhere but in old communities — nothing but zeal, 
we say, can ever be pleaded in palliation of the great mis- 
take of those who then thought to build up such an institu- 
tion here, in the midst of primeval forests, broken only now 
and then by the small openings of poor settlers; where, as 
in all new districts, malarious diseases are almost epidemic; 
three miles from any settlement, and entirely separated from 
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all the genial and refining influences of society and friendly 
intercourse. 

When the committee assembled at this place, lor the pur- 
pose of locating the College farm, the Secretary of the State 
Agricultural Society read before them a lengthy address, in 
which he introduced a mass of testimony relating to the 
operation of Agricultural Schools in Europe, proving beyond 
cavil, that not only is the art of agriculture at its highest 
stage of development, where there are no purely Agricultural 
Schools, but that where'such schools have been established, 
they have either failed outright, or have been obliged to add 
the ordinary College course, at least so far as to embrace 
other sciences, history and modern literature. And why- 
after having had before them such t^mass of facts, brought 
to light by the experience of those old countries, and after 
hearing the unanswerable arguments contained in a paper 
from Prof. Winchell, as to the policy of uniting the College 
with the University, and the disadvantages which must fol- 
low a separate system, which was embodied in this address — 
why the cojpmittee did not at once retrace their steps, and 
leave the hurried action of the Legislature to be re-considered, 
is not easily determined. To illustrate the policy of the 
State, and of the Agricultural Board, let us introduce a 
comparison: 

A firm is engaged in the manufacture of machines. Ex- 
tenaive buildings and work-shops are erected, supplied with 
all the necessary fixtures — machinery, motive power, tools 
and apparatus, and with a complete corps of operatives, so 
that they arc able to meet all existing demands upon the 
establishment. Years roll round and the manufactory has 
become firmly settled, on a sound business foundation. But 
now, a new want arises — as is frequently the case in new 
communities, or, in progressive communities anywhere — for 
an article somewhat different in its nature from the ordinary 
manufacture, and it is found that the machinery in use will 
not supply it fully and that the number of hands must be in,- 
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creased. Now, what does this firm do? Do they decide to 
erect new workshops, duplicate all their machinery — motive- 
power, shafting, pulleys, gearing, belting, heating apparatus, 
t6ols, and all the necessary incidental expenses, employ 
another set of workmen and build residences for them? Or 
do they conclude to make a few simple additions to their 
machinery, employ a few more wbrkmen, and then, with 
true economy, make every man and every machine work to 
the full extent of' their capacity. In the mind of every busi- 
ness man, there can be, of course, but one answer to these 
propositions. A repetition, or duplication of expenses, is al- 
ways considered a most dangerous experiment — a leak which 
will almost surely bring prostration, if not ruin, in any busi- 
ness. They would N mott certainly decide to make the addi- 
tions to their machinery and force needed, and use their 
old workmen, whose skill and experience could be relied 
upon. 

Now, a College or a University, is only a manufactory oh. 
a higher and grander scale, supplied with all the machinery, 
apparatus and operatives, necessary to turn out ^11 educated 
and polished men and women; and it must be conducted on 
a strict business basis, or it cannot in any measure be suo 
cessful. 

When the new denied was made upon the State for what 
Ba8 been termed agricultural education, (empirically,) and 
its legislators began to look around for the means of meeting 
the demand, we had our noble University in full operation, 
doing an extensive and prosperous business, with a full sup. 
, ply of machinery, apparatus and help, to carry on its theii 
accustomed routine of labor ; and by the simple addition of 
two or three professorships, and a small cultivated form, it 
could have performed all that the new demand required, 
with entire satisfaction, and without disturbing at all thd 
regular courses of the Institution. 

But the State decided to build another manufactory and 
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to add to it a vast domain of land and timber ; buy new ma- 
chinery, procure a new and untried set of hands, build resi- 
dences for them, and in fine, with the hard earned money of 
the people, duplicate all the running expenses of the one es- 
tablished institution, and much more than that, without in- 
creasing one iota the educational advantages to the people, 
ipore than might have been done with less than one-quarter 
of the expense already incurred. Was this, we ask, sound 
statesmanship? Was it true political economy? 

But to vary the simile somewhat, so as to illustrate our 
present condition: The State now finds itself in possession 
of two extensive manufactories, devoted to the same pur- 
poses and objects, and situated in different parts of the State, 
They are both necessarily expensiv j. It is found that one 
can, with a trifling expenditure, do all the labor of both, and 
^ith its old operatives and its well regulated and extensive 
machinery, can do the work better and cheaper than can be 
done by new hands, with imperfect machinery and means. 
On careful investigation this is found to be unmistakably so. 
The simple question then is, shall the Legislature unite the 
two under the old, experienced corps of operatives ? And 
now when the State is deeply in debt, when the condition of 
the country and its finances warn every true economist of 
the great danger of unnecessary public expenditures, when* 
* the people are burdened with a taxation for the support and 
maintenance of the Government, such as they never before 
dreamed of enduring, this question comes to us with in- 
creased force, inasmuch as the union of the two institutions will 
save to the State, the immense sums which must be expended 
in supporting and carrying them on separately. 

As this is the most delicate as well as weighty proposition 
coming within the scope of this report, your committee feel 
that it deserves a most careful consideration, free from all 

t m * 

bias, local prejudice, or personal interest; whatever, and that 
the question should be put upon the broad basis of State 
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policy and the general good; all local questions should be 
ignored. 

In addition to the preceding observations and arguments, 
which are believed to be correct in principle, and entitled to 
Borne weight, some further ^considerations, bearing upon the 
same points, will not be out of place. Gov. Andrew, of 
Massachusetts, in his late address to the Legislature, allud- 
ing to the grant of land by Congress, says with great truth 
and force, "this Congressional grant of Congress we shall 
not use wisely, if we make of it 6 imply a means of giving 
farmer's sons such an education as they could obtain by 
living on a well managed farm and attending an ordinary 
high school. It must be made the means of a positive in- 
crease of human knowtedge in the departments "bearing on 
agriculture and manufactures, and the medium of teaching 
not only farmers, but those who shall become teachers and 
improvers of the art of fariring. 

" Such an institution should have ample lands for experi- 
mental purposes, and even on a moderate scale of complete- 
ness, should embrace the following distinct Professorships: 
1. Mathematics, pure, and applied to Surveying, Levelling, 
&c. 2. Drawing and Design. 3. General Physics and Me- 
teorology. 4. Mechanics and Engineering, especially as ap- 
plied to agricultural machinery and processes to rural archi- 
tecture, road making, &c. 5. General and Agricultural Chem- 
istry. 6. Chemical analysis, especially as applied t » soils, man- 
ures and products. 7. Botany and Vegetable Physiology. 
8. Zoology and Animal Physiology, including breeding of 
animals, their diseases and treatment. 9. Geology and 
Mineralogy. 10. Practical Husbandry." He goes on fur- 
ther to say: "The act of Congress does not make provision 
for an Agricultural Schuol of the highest class in each State. 
Nor would it be possible now to find, disconnected from our 
Colleges and Universi.i s, as many men of h?gh talent, and 
otherwise competent, as would be required to fill the chairs 
of one such school. But Massachusetts already has, in the 
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projected Bueaey Institution, an Agricultural School, founded, 
though not yet in operation, with a large endpwment, con- 
nected also with Harvard College and the Lawrepce Scien- 
tific School. She can, therefore, by securing the grant from 
Congress, combining with the Institute of Technology and 
the Zoological Museum, and working in harmony with the 
College, secure also for the agricultural student, for whom 
sKe thus provides, not only the benefits of the national ap- 
propriation, but of the Bussey Institution, and the means 
and instrumentalities of the Institute of Technology, as well 
as those accumulated at Cambridge. The benefits to our 
State, and to our country, and to mankind, which can be ob- 
tained by this cooperation, are of the highest character, and 
can be obtained in no other way." 

Here we get an idea of what constitutes an agricultural 
education, and of the means which are to be ( employed in 
acquiring it, which it is believed we may study with s:>me 
profit. The entire collegiate force of the State is to be com- 
bined for the benefit of the sons ot farmers and mechanics. 
Labor is to be elevated and made honorable by throwing 
open to it the entire educational resources of the State* " I 
cannot doubt," says Gov. Andrew, " that the people of the 
Commonwealth have a right to those benefits; the preven- 
tion of all the waste of means, the weakening of re sources, 
the repetitions of professorships, libraries, apparatus and 
other material, consequent on scattering instead ot concen- 
tration. The object should be to centralize and economize 
means and power, while distributing and popularizing educa- 
tion and its fruits." 

We shall not dare to quote further from this admirable 
message, lest we weary the patience of the House; but it con- 
tains unanswerable arguments against that fatal policy which 
scatters the means ot the State upon various projects, making 
and supporting only third-rate institutions, and finally bring- 
ing the vital educational interests ot the State into disrepute. 
It our State is to retain her place among those that are lead- 
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ing educational States, she must unite her means, instead of 
dispersing them, upon one institution, developing that, so 
that it may embrace every interest, and pour the gladsome 
light of universal science upon every profession, upon every 
industrial art, and every trade. Then shall we be able to 
realize, by actual experiment, the grand and true idea of a 
University. 

The University now costs the people of the State, annually, 
for its support, $40,000; but with this sum, additions to the 
library, museum, gallery of art, &c, are yearly made. The 
library, apparatus and other means of instruction, have cost 
the people of the State $50,000. These sums are freely given, 
inasmuch as it has been the intention of the people, from the 
beginning, to build up here an Institution, which, in time, 
may rival the old Universities of the east, embracing every 
science, every art, and visiting, with its benefits and benign 
influences, every home in the State. Now, it is only asked 
that the means within our control should be so employed as 
to "build on the foundation our fathers laid, and endeavor 
to make actual, in the life of our society, their grand ideal 
of a University, equal to the wants and the capacity of our 
people. While, we ignore the centralization of political 
power, we have no fears of the concentration of the means 
of education. We would gladly concentrate in one, all the 
Colleges in the State; and what an array of gifts, talents and 
meaos of comprehensive illustration such a union would 
bring together ! 

A word as to the location of the University. Th^ section 
of country in which the city of Ann Arbor is situated, has 
attracted the attention of every one who has visited the 
place. All around, in undulating beauty,, watered by the 
winding Huron, lies a country, rich, healthful, ornamented 
with substantial dwellings of intelligent agriculturists, well 
fenced, well cultivated, and dotted everywhere with orchards 
and fine gardens. The city of Ann Arbor contains an in- 
telligent, courteous, and enterprising cl we of men and women; 
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and the industrious and high-minded student has easy access 
to the best society. 

Let us sum up now, the certain advantages which a transfer 
of the Agricultural College interest to the University, would 
afford to the student and to the State at large: 

1 . It will prove a saving of further outlay for buildings, 
for some time to come, at least; 

2. It will save all further expense for library, apparatus, 
museum, &c; 

3. The advantage to the agricultural student of the Geo- 
logical and Mineralogical collections of the University, which 
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cannot be surpassed in the country and cannot be duplicated 
without a re-survey of the State. In the collections also, oi 
birds, quadrupeds, insects and plants, the outfit is such as 
the Agricultural College could not, for many years, equal, 
and* indeed it would be an unwarrantable expense to purchase 
the same over again; 

4. By uniting the apparatus of the College with that of the 
University, all classes of students could share the benefits of 
an extensive laboratory; 

5. An entire saving to the State of the amount now paid 
to Professors at the College. Your committee have ascer- 
tained that no appropriation will be needed in this line at the 
University; 

6. A saving of all incidental expenses; 

7. The University affords superior means of instruction in 
every branch; i 

8. The incidental advantages of a large Institution where 
all the sciences are taught; 

9. The advantage to the student of boarding in private 
families; 

10. Scientific agriculture is necessarily a part of Univer- 
sity instruction; 

11. It will centralize and reproduce, instead of dispersing 
our educational resources; 
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12. The advantages of society, business, trade, and a 
healthful climate, over an isolated residence in the woods, 
with ague or an aching liver for a comforter; 

13. But last and most important of all, the more complete 
and thorough education which the University can offer to the 
agricultural student. Tour committee believe that the prop- 
osition to give the sons of agriculturists and mechanics an 
education essentially different from that of other classes, is 
entirely erroneous. The manual labor professions are as 
often now represented in the halls of legislation, and in all 
public enterprises, as any other. Then why should they not 
be as thoroughly educated, and be permitted to oblain that 
education on an equal footing with other professions? Why 
should your son 'and mine, because you are a mechanic and 
I a farmer, be sent into the wilderness to school, to pile logs 
and dig stumps, while the sons of our neighbors have access 
to thfe cultivated society of our best agriculturists, mechan- 
ics, merchants and professional men? Is there any good 
reasorf for it? Shall we not demand it as a sacred right, that 
the means of the State shall be so employed, that its benefits 
may be universal ? 

The Faculty of the Agricultural College propose: 
1. "To impart a knowledge of science and its applications 
to agriculture." 

This idea of the application of science to agriculture has 
had a run of several years. It hits served a purpose with 
theoretical writers and teachers to give a fine turn to a sen- 
tence, or to make a show of knowledge without a specific con- 
ception as to what it involved; and after all, the student is 
generally left to make his own applications, which, in truth, 
he will usually do without much assistance. What we mo6t 
want is knowledge, properly and thoroughly imparted; the 
application follows as a sequence. Knowledge is power, and 
few persons neglect or refuse to use it, or apply it, when op- 
portunity offers. But how is it proposed at the Agricultural 
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College, to learn to apply the knowledge gained in the 
laboratory ? There the operations in the laboratory or 
lecture room are conducted by one person, the out-door ap« 
plications by another. The Professor imparts instruction to 
the students in the various branches, and 'the farmer imparts 
a knowledge of the applications. 13ut the query is, how is 
the farmer to know, when the class comes to the field, what 
the Professor has been teaching? But again: suppose that 
the Professor has been teaching the chemical principles in- 
volved in any operation — in the proper preservation of 
manures, for example; or again, in the curing of hay, how is 
a practical tanner, who has not given his attention to science, 
to teach the application, and when he was not present with 
the class during the lecture? 
The Faculty propose: 

2. u To impart a knowledge of agriculture as an art." We 
have examined fully the history of Agricultural Institutions, 
and though this has been one of the leading objects as pro- 
posed with all of them, yet we have been unable to find a 
single instance where anything has been accomplished worthy 
of mention. The truth is, such Institutions are always behind 
our best farmers, who manage their own affairs, and who, of 
course, from the strongest of motives, conduct them after the 
most approved method. Practice in farming, is always ahead 
of science, and so it has been with nearly every manipulated 
art. Practice, by repeated trials, establishes facts, without 
inquiring about the philosophy of them; the scientist follows, 
taking the facts as data, and establishes and unfolds princi- 
ples, and draws his deductions. Therefore, ior an institution 
of learning, to attempt to teach practical farming, when the 
student can go tathe neighboring agriculturist and acquire 
a more thorough knowledge in less time, and get pfty for his 
labor besides, will surely prove an abortive undertaking. 

3. " To prosecute experiments, promote the science of agri- 
culture and improve the methods employed." 
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Every practical man will look with much interest to these 
contemplated investigations and improvements. But inas- 
much as we are called upon to express our views on all mat- 
ters pertaining to this important subject, we must say to the 
Faculty, that with the means in hand, tte Institution imper- 
fectly organized, an extensive, rough and ragged farm, rely- 
ing upon the labor of students, we do not understand what 
useful experiments they can undertake, nor what valuable 
new methods they can develop. 

The expenses of the Agricultural College have been as 
follows: 

185,5, $10,358 95 

1856, 34,181 50 

1857, 48,619 01 

* 1858, 3,158 85 

1859, 17,676 45 

1860, 13,219 43 

1861, 9,597 50 

1862, 13,506 62 

Total, $150,818 31 

Being for grounds, buildings, furniture, apparatus, salaries 
and running expenses, &c. 

The expenses of the Boarding Hall are $2,500 over and 
above the receipts, per year. This arises from paying 
. students 7 cents per hour as a bonus for attending school* 
The average yearly expenses have been about $19,000 1 

In case the College is transferred to the University, this an- 
nual drain upon the treasury will be saved. "No appropria- 
tion will be required from the State, to carry out the highest 
wishes and hopes of the friends of agricultural education in 
the State — not a dollar. If a Military School is attached, a 
small appropriation will need to be made, not exceeding $3,000 
annually, for a time. Besides these advantages, your com- 
mittee are assured by one of the leading citizens of Ann 
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Arbor, which they regard as entirely reliable, 1?hat in case the 
Legislature see fit to make the transfer of the College to the 
University, the citizens of that city will donate to the College 
40 acres of land lying within a proper distance, or they will 

raise $5,000 in money, to be applied in improving any such 
lands as the State may purchase. The proceeds of the grant 
of land made by Congress, will sustain the College in con- 
nection with the University, at the highest point of useful- 
ness, while, if the Institution is continued separately, it will 
not half supply its wants. 

The important question now arises: what would be done 
with the College Farm in case of a transfer? The peculiar 
condition of another State interest seems to furnish an an- 
swer. 

The State has taken upon herself a great and generous 
trust; one that honors her, and those also into whose hands 
it is more directly entrusted. We allude to the Reform 
School. Never did a people engage in a more humane and 
noble enterprise; never did a State adopt so simple and 
cheap a scheme, as is embraced in the system here adopted, 
for the suppression and prevention of crime. This Institu- 
tion is full and overflowing* A most alarming and virulent 
disease has lately broken out suddenly, among the inmates, 
owing to their crowded quarters. The managers want the 
College Farm, so as to enable them to adopt the family sys- 
tern, so successfully introduced in other States. Shall we 
give it to this noble work ? We can safely trust an intelli- 
gent and humane people to answer. 

Your committee can barely suggest these propositions* 
The tedious length which this report has reached, forbids any 
discussion of questions so weighty. They are, therefore, left ' 
for your consideration and disposition. 

Your committee beg leave to offer two bills, which em- 
brace the objects contemplated in this report, entitled 
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A bill to provide for the reorganization of the Reform 
School, and for making certain grants thereto; 

A bill to provide for uniting the State Agricultural College 
with the University; 

And ask to be discharged. 

CIIAS. BETTS, 
WILLIAM WARNER, 
H. J, BEAKES, 
B. M. WILLIAMS, 
GEO. L. CRANE, , 
E. B. WINANS, . 

Majority of the Committee. 
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KEPOKT of the Minority of the Joint Committee on Education 
and Agriculture, relative to the Agricultural College. 

The minority of the joint committee on agriculture tfntf 
education, respectfully report that they have had under con- 
sideration the affairs of the Agricultural College, and among 
other questions, a proposition to abandon the College, and 
establish in its stead a Department of Agriculture, in thel 
University at Ann Arbor. 

In discussing the question of removal, it is important t6 
avoid the confusion of measures properly ctistinct. It is said 
that in abandoning the Agricultural College, the farm and 
traildings that have been purchased and constructed at 6d 
much expense, will not be lost to the State, as they can bti 
used for a department of the Reform School. It is said that 
{he removal ^ould save to the State the appro]): iation asked 
for the expenses of the College, up to the time when sufficietitt 
ftinds would be derived from the late grant of Conjgres& 
These suggestions have no natural connection with the qu4& 
tion, " shall the College be removed f Our present action ft 
1 
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not confined to the spending or saving of a few thousand 
dollars, but bears directly, perhaps definitely, upon' the 
proper foundation of an institution, destined before many 
years, to command a large income for the interests of the 
people of the State. The real question is," will the science 
and practice of agriculture be better promoted in an inde- 
pendent College, such as the Agricultural College now is, or 
in a Department at the University! and this question 
uhould stand apart from other issues, and be considered on it* 
own merits. 

The College has been in existence, in its present location, 
some six years. It has passed through, it is believed, that 
period of early struggling which observation proves, every 
institution of a like nature must experience. There has been 
obtained for it now, a munificent endowment from Congress 
and former Legislatures. Interests and sympathies have 
I gathered arouud it in its present location, and it is be- 
lieved that it would be unjust, to say nothing of the policy, 
to remove it now. 

The policy of the government of the State has always 
heretofore been, and doubtless should hereafter continue to 
be, to distribute the various State institutions to the different 
parts of the State. It was this policy that induced the loca- 
tion of the State Prison at Jackson, when that place was 
new and insignificant as compared with Detroit.* It was the 
same policy that gave the University to Ann Arbor; one 
Asylum to Flint, and the other to Kalamazoo; the Normal 
School to Tpsilanti; the Agricultural College to Lansing > 
and the like. And it may be safely calculated that as new 
institutions become necessary, they will be so distributed as 
to do justice to other parts of the State, and at the same 
time advance the interests of the whole. It canfaot be justice 
or sound policy to concentrate all the institutions, even the 
educational institutions, at one place. A wise government 
will labor to develop every part of its territory. The new; 
idea of " concentration and centralization " of all the insti- 



totions of education in the State, is not calculated to promote 
the interests of all sections, <or work the greatest good to the 
greatest number. 

' The principle upon which the removal of this Ooliege to 
lAnn Arbor is advocated, will, if adopted, be injurious to the 
prospects and interests of every other locality in .the State 
aot at present as fortunate. 

If the Agricultural Ooliege ought to be removed to Anfe 
Arbor, because of the great advantages of that place, then 
should not the Normal School, the Ooliege at Adrian, and 
those at Hillsdale, Olivet, and other places in the State, be 
removed to the University, for the same reason ? Surely, the 
tame reasoning applies to them. 

. The proposed policy of removal and of concentrating otar 
institutions, is calculated to create uneasiness and alarm 
throughout the State, as its principle must be impolitic, tin* 
just and ominous to the hopes of other sections. 

The Agricultural Ooliege has been in operation as one of 
the established educational institutions of the State, and 
should not be disturbed, except for the best of reasons. 

In discussing the question of removal, several propositions 
are to be considered : 

. 1. Oan the course of agricultural education be better pur- 
sued in a department at Ann Arbor, than in the indepen- 
dent Agricultural Ooliege f 

2. Will a dependent department at Ann Arbor gain more 
agricultural students than the independent Agricultural 
College? 

8. Which plan will prove most advantageous to the agri- 
cultural interests of the State ? ** 
f 4. Which plan will, in the end, be the cheapest! 

Upon the first, second and third questions, the undersigned 
have no doubt. They think the great interests of agriculture 
demand an independent Agricultural Ooliege, and that such 
an Institution alone can meet the wants of community and 
accomplish the objects intended. 
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As ngricukure 10 but the appKcaitioa ef several etitat 
sciences, growing out of chemistry, geology, meteorology 
mechanics, <fec., the first thought might be, that a ptoftsso** 
ship or two, in Colleges where iheie sciences are pursued, 
would answer all requirement* for a thorough agricultural 
education; but a further inquiry wouM, prior to any tria^ 
give rise to serious doubts as to the policy of such a connec- 
tion. Fketf agriculture is so complicated an ait, depends for 
its highest exercise o» so various a knowledge, thai tilt 
course of a student's study should, for several years, 'be pa* 
Sued with distinct Reference to it Again, the tuocessfiftl 
prosecution of agriculture requires that tbe habit of maawd 
labor shall not be discontinued during the period wfeen aa 
education is acquiring. This daily labor is a habit discor- 
dant with the general habits of students, at least as an eesen* 
tial thing, is a variation from the usual discipline of College 
life. 

Our first inquiry would naturally be, after the experience 
of other Institutions, and the counsels of men who hair* 
given their attention to the subject The advice of such men 
is almost unanimous in favor of independent Agricultural 
Schools. A report concerning Agricultural Colleges was 
made some years since to the Legislature of Massachusetts, 
by a commission appointed for the purpose. It was written 
by Dr. Edward Hitchcock, the learned geologist . and edn> 
cator, who spent several months in the examination of English 
and European Agricultural Schools. Governor Andrew, in 
his late message to the Legislature of Massachusetts, style* 
it " the excellent and elaborate report of Profeseor Hitchcock, 
comprising the results of his learned researches, and survej 
of the Agricultural Institutions of Europe." Dr. Lee, of the 
Patent Office, speaks of it as e&Aaustwe. 

The following are extracts from that report; , 1 

f YL JBurqpem Apriauitoral School* have totghttmmm 
important lemons* 

" 6. That agricultural profewowhi|>6, in, CoHegSUtt^ Eft* 
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▼ersities, are not sufficient 1. Because lectures of this sort 
Attract but few of the students of the Colleges, who are look* 
ifOg forward to professional life.. Such is certainly the ease 
everywhere in Europe. 2. Because the two classes of stu- 
dents, who would thus be brought together^ would have too 
Utile sympathy to act in concert, and as equals, in the same 
Institution. 3. Because! without such concert and sympathy^ 
one or other of the classes of students would feel no pride in 
the Institution; and without such an esprit de corps it could 
sot prosper. 4. Because such professorships, unless numer* 
cms, would be entirely insufficient to accomplish the objects 
desired. 

" IX We learn, from European experience, that indepen- 
dent Agricultural Institutions are essential to accomplish tie 
ciffeet which is aimed at* 

" 1. Because the field is wide enough to require such estab- 
lishments. The principles of agriculture are based upon ft 
large part of the physical sciences; and it requires a good 
literary education to understand those sciences. No man 
can understand the principles of farming, who is not more or 
less acquainted with chemistry, anatomy, physiology, botany, 
mineralogy, geology, meteorology, and zoology; and then the 
practical part requires an extensive acquaintance with various 
branches of mathematics and natural philosophy. Many 
important principles of agriculture can, indeed, be taught in 
the primary schools, or academy; but there should be, some- 
where, institutions of a higher character, entirely devoted to 
a thorough instruction and investigation of the science of the 
subject 

" 2. Because it demands extensive collections, of various 
kinds, in order to elucidate the principles of husbandry; 
enough, indeed, to belong to any scientific institution, and 
too many to form a mere subordinate branch of some insti- 
tution with a different object in view. 
; «3* Beeause the number of institutions must be so large, 
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that they could not conveniently form an adjunct to some 
other institution. 

"4. Because the interests of agriculture are large enough to 
demand an institution definitely consecrated to their promo* 
tion. No other art is so important, and I may add, no other 
is so difficult- to be successfully cultivated; and, therefore, 
every means possible should be employed to render it 
assistance. 

" 1. Many of the principles of agriculture are, indeed, them- 
selves yet unsettled; but a great many are settled, of which 
our farmers are yet ignorant, or know them only imperfectly. 
To explain and illustrate these, will be the grand business of 
agricultural schools. Hence, it is the sons of farmers who 
would be most interested in attending them. But there are 
many others, who desire to prepare their sons for agricultural 
pursuits; at lea$t, to enable them to oversee farming establish- 
ments, if not to labor with their own hands; and they would 
find such schools a most important auxiliary to their success. 

"2. In such schools our youth would find an excellent op- 
portunity of learning the best method of conducting the prac- 
tical operations of the farm; in other words, of seeing theory 
reduced to practice. They would learn, also, how to labor 
with their own hands, for I take it such a requisition would 
be indispensable in these schools. And thus might we hope 
that practical farming would become riiore popular, as it 
should be, among all classes of the community. 

. "3. T^iese schools would form centres of information on the 
subject of agriculture, and from them our farmers could derive 
important aid. They would keep in communication with 
similar institutions throughout the world, and thus would 
learn all that might be new or important in husbandry, and 
spread it through the community. 

"But what shall be the character of the Agricultural Schools t 
This difficult inquiry I would meet by a few suggestions. 
But after the survey that has now been taken of agricultural 
education in Europe, it cannot be expected that I should 
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recommend, or that the community will be satisfied, with 
schools of an inferior class. Twenty, or even ten years ago, 
it mig^t have answered to propose the introduction of agri- 
culture into our primary schools, or as a department in our. 
academies, or a professorship in our colleges. All this it may 
be well enough to do now, but something more must be done. 
So Europeans judge, and accordingly, as we have seen, they 
have started institutions with as ample a foundation, and as 
numerous a body of instructors, as we find in most of our 
American cblleges. Nothing short of this, as it seems to 
me, will be sufficient for our country; nay, I fancy that at 
least one such superior institution is needed in each of our 
States. The work to be done is too great, the number of 
teachers is too many, and the amount of various collections 
too large, to attempt to attach an agricultural school to some 
other institution, and that too, as only a subordinate branch.. 
Even if agriculture is taught in our colleges, academies, and 
primary schools, it needs some one institution devoted en- 
tirely to the subject, to give effect and completeness to the 
subordinate teaching, and to carry it still farther; otherwise 
the agricultural knowledge will be as the literary would be, 
if the universities and colleges of the land were taken out of 
the way, and only the primary schools and academies re- 
mained. 

" But though our community, as I believe, especially the in- 
telligent farmers, are prepared to appreciate the importance 
of such superior institutions, I fear that but few are ready to 
devote the amount of funds requisite for putting such a semin- 
ary at once into full operation. Nay, none but those who 
have had experience know how large an amount of money it 
requires, with the strictest economy, to found and carry on 
sncces8fully a large institution of learning. My hope is, 
however, that the government and the people will start this 
enterprise, if they do it at all, with a high standard in view, 
even though they cannot, till a considerable period, reach the 
height of their wishes." 
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i Governor Andrew, of Massachusetts, in his late address 
to the Legislature, advises them to unite the fund arising 
from the grant of Congress to the Bussey endowment, making 
it necessary to have the course of agricultural instruction, 
given in Roxbury, several miles distant from Cambridge, 
the seat of Harvard University* The farm at Roxbury con- 
sists of over two hundred acres of land. 

Professor James F. W. Johnston fills the chair of agricul- 
tural chemistry in Durham University, England, and is tile 
author of an agricultural chemistry of high value. 

In one of his lectures delivered before the New York State 
Agricultural Society, a few years since, he says: 

" It has been proposed to attach agricultural departments 

* 

to some of the colleges. To that there can be no objection; 
at the same time, any encouragement which the State may 
give to this kind of instruction, should be given to the one 
school by which all other schools will be regulated, when once 
you get it fairly organized. 

"There is this difficulty in regard to attaching agricultural 
departments to existing colleges, that if this new department 
is under mere scientific men, the proper wants of farmers' 
eons will not be properly looked to. So sensible am I of this, 
that in the suggestions I made to the Legislature at New 
Brunswick, as to the mode of improving its agriculture, 
whilst I recommended an Agricultural School at Fredrickton, 
where there is a college, I have recommended that It should 
not be connected with the college, because they are not prac- 
tical men, and are not calculated to give instruction to pupils 
intended for practical life. What is true there, is true all 
over the world. It is necessary that &uch a school should be 
in charge of men who understand agriculture, and the wants 
and wishes of agriculturists; and who know what should be 
done to improve both." 

Professor J. C. Holmes, formerly of the State Agricultural 
College, says: 

"As we are able to judge from the past, experience of 
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Others, X think we may safely say s that if we expect to meet 
with success in establishment, continuance, and practical 
utility of an Agricultural School, it must stand separate and 
apart from all other institutions of learning, and upon & haste 
of its own. 

" To teach thoroughly the science and practice of agrieul- 
tape* must be the main object of the Institution, for our 
agricultural interest is parasaonnt to all other interests in the 
State; therefore these teachings must not be made secondary 
qt subservient to any other object" 

The committee on Agricultural College in the board of 
agriculture of the State of Maine report, among other reso- 
lutions, the following: 

" Resolved, That the fund arising from this fund (the grant 
of Congress,) will not be, in the opinion of this Board, more 
than sufficient for the suitable endowment of one efficient 
school of the kind contemplated. 

u Re&olvedy That such a school should not be incorporated 
with, or appended to, any of the literary institutions of the 
State, because they are designed for, and adapted to, a dif- 
ferent style of education and training, and also because a 
liability would thereby be incurred of an overshadowing in- 
fluence from, or an absorption into, the institution to which 
it ^s attached." 

Professor L.R. Fisk, late of the State Agricultural College, 
after quoting and approving the above extracts from Dr. 
Hitchcock's report, in an address delivered before the last 
Legislature, remarks: 

" It cannot be doubted, then, that the farmers of Michigaji 
and the Legislature acted in accordance with the experience 
of European institutions, and principles that are almost self- 
evidently true, in providing for a separate and independent 
organization of the Agricultural College." 

ProfessorFisk, in the able address referred to, again says, 
as we think, with truth and wisdom: 
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u Doubtless the agriculturists of Michigan who originated 
the College, and insisted that it be made a separate institu- 
tion, were governed by what they considered good and suf- 
ficient reasons. % • 

" They unquestionably discovered the fact that from the 
nature of the case success could be obtained only by making 
Agriculture the central and leading idea of the institution; 
that to make it subordinate would ineyitably crush out its 
life; thatlike the water of the outer circles of the maelstrom, 
it would be drawn to the engulfing centre and be swallowed 
up and lost forever. Agriculture must be the grand nucleus 
around which all the parts revolve; It must be that in which 
the whole organization centres. It must be the heart of the 
Institution, the very sun of the system, with its light and 
heat, rather than the dependent satellite; 

u Agriculture has far less attractions for the young than 
the professions. It is very seldom that the farm is chosen in 
preference to what are called the learned professions, if all 
are equally accessible. There is a degree of eclat attaching 
to the latter. There is more that is captivating in the' name; 
and they offer higher assurances of speedy success, and 
seem to point out an easier road to distinction. It is well 
known with what eager steps our young men who have been 
favored with academic and collegiate instruction, press to- 
wards these professions. The chjrm may be a delusive one, 
but yet it has its hold upon the mind. The result is, and ex- 
perience confirms the theory* that where these elements exist 
together in the same institution, the agricultural is absorbed 
and swallowed up by the others." 

The purposes of an Agricultural College show these con- 
clusions to be true. These purposes are so well expressed in 
the address already referred to, that we again quote: 

u 1st. It will be a source of original knowledge. The ex- 
periments instituted cannot fail in time to advance the science 
of agriculture, both by revealing more successful methods of 
farming, and warning against those processes that are un- 
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profitable. Much light should originate from this source.* 
With the cordial co-operation of intelligent formers through- 
out the State, suggesting experiments and tests which would 
solve questions practically important; feeling that the Insti- 
tution was founded to aid them, and that they are doing here, 
by, proxy that which it is oiten impossible for private fanners 
to furnish facilities to accomplish by themselves; and being 
governed by enlightened views, we can unitedly make this 
Institution a guiding star to the farmers of the State. Farm- 
ers of Michigan, the College is yours, and it is in your power" 
to make it eminently useful. 

" 2d. By the labors of the farm, the instructions of the 
lecture room .may be illustrated-and impressed on the mind. 
In gaining a knowledge of the scientific principles involved 
in agriculture, practice should never be separated from theo- 
retical instruction. Young men should not only learn the 
principles, but they should be taught to apply them, and 
thereby they learn them more perfectly and in a wider sense. 
" 3d. The Institution furnishes extensive means of instruc- 
tion in the scientific principles of farming. The truths, estab- 
lished by experiments prosecuted in different parts of the 
world, are presented; the student is made acquainted with 
those facts and laws of the minerel, vegetable and animal 
kingdoms, which throw any light on the philosophy of agri- 
culture Special facilities, such as Laboratory, Museum, 
Cabinet, Herbarium, Botanical Garden, are provided for im- 
parting instruction such as no farmers can derive from a 
private source. 

"4th. Agriculture becomes ennobled by its association 
with study. Being the leading element in a college course 
in a State institution, it is invested with an importance, edu- 
cationally, which is not usually awarded to it. 

"5th. Manual labor is made honorable, and all become 
impressed with the idea that it is honorable. There is a 
feeling too prevalent among the young that it is dishonorable 
to labor. Here it is a positive requirement It is indeed an 
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essential element in the success of the Institution, and all am 
taught too look upon it as a part of a groat plan to accom- 
plish an important work. 

'* 6th. It will exert a strong influence in retaining educated 
young men in industrial pursuits* In almost every case* 
young men in college acquire a disinclination to labor, as 
well as a physical incapacity for labor. They are shut out 
from the laboring world; they do not mingle with it; they 
lose their sympathy for it; they are accustomed to regard 
themselves as occupying a peculiarly favored place above 
the laboring class. Hence they crowd what are called the 
learned professions, as presenting attractions peculiarly suited 
to their tastes. College training generally draws an impass- 
able line between educated talent and the industrial world. 
, If the object be to educate all classes, this certainly is a 
serious evil. Says one of the Professors in our own State 
University, in a communication some time since given to 
the public: 4 In the University designed for the training of 
professional men, the destined agriculturist will not only 
fail ,to obtain that kind of liberal training and scientific 
knowledge which are adapted to his life, but there will be 
nothing congenial in the atmosphere of such an institution 
to the moral and social nature of the farmer whose habits of 
life remove him from those who resort to Universities.' 

" The truth of this statement is plain to all. The spirit of 
such institutions is necessarily adverse to the habits of the 
working classes. Take four or five years of that part of a 
young man's life in which he is cultivating the mind, acquir- 
ing habits of thought, assuming mentally a fixed character, 
in which he is making preparation for his future career, and 
shut him out from the business world; keep him from ming- 
ling with it, give him an entirely different atmosphere; make 
him breathe it, and get accustomed to it, and love it, so 
that his habits of thought and his spirit shall be wholly dis- 
connected from industrial pursuits, and will you not effectu- 
ally; produce a total alienation of his life fipm those scenes. 
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feqtriring labotf How can It toe expected that a man w!A 
beooBoe interested -in labor w&en you educate him to neglect 
wholly ignore it 1 And jast so long as ftfff colleges pu»- 
present system, wiM there be an inevitable tendency 
Id form two classes in society, the nnedncated laboring class, 
tmd the educated ns^Wtormg class. Ifow I look upon the 
system of Agricultural Colleges, imparting a knowledge df 
agriculture, and embodying labor as an essential element, 
as designed to work tte grandest results in fevor of industrial 
pursuits, by retaining the sons of the farmer on the farm, and 
thrusting educated talent into those branches of business de- 
manding labor. Shcttld these be the only beneficial effects 
growing out of these institutions, they would amply repay 
the cost. They would ultimately increase the forming 
capital far more than the expense incurred in- their support. 
«* Ttb. Agricultural Colleges afford physical as well as 
mental education. There can be no question but that close 
study without labor or rigorous exercise, shortens life. The 
organization of our institutions of learning, should be such as 
not to endanger health. This is certainly of the utmost im- 
portance. Experience, as well as theory in this Institution, 
Buetains the fact that a certain amount of labor contributed 
to the health of the student, while at the same time it does 
not in the least arrest mental progress, but rather pro- 
motes it. 

«* 8th. The Agricultural College will exert a direct inflti- 
t ence on the education of the young. The departments of 
science which mtjpt here receive especial attention, are pre- 
cisely tiiose which are now monopolising the droughts of the 
most learned men of the age. There is everywhere, indeed, 
in this particular line of study, intense activity. Scientific 
associations are formed, scientific journals published, and the 
liveliest interest is manifested in bringing to light those 
mighty truths eff nature which have too long been concealed 
from oar viewv Men are gfrrfog their lives without hope of 
p&jtoiary reward, to the prosecution of these scientific re* 
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searches. And it is a significant feet that these several 
tranches of science, which necessarily form the principal 
.part of the course of study in an agricultural college, and 
which must receive a much larger share of attention than 
can he devoted to them in other institutions, are the very 
studies which are now profoundly taxing the intellect of the 
scientific world. 

" la this way an Agricultural College naturally and neces* 
sarily fells into the spirit of the age, and moves in the same 
phannel of truth. Thus while science, in its rapid develop- 
ment, cannot fail to lend important aid to agriculture, Agri- 
cultural Colleges must reciprocate the favor by entering iftto 
the work of scientific researches, 

"9th. There are moneyed arguments in favor of such aa 
institution. I have before said that the more scientific the 
farming, the more successful it is; and that it is successful 
because of its conformity to nature's laws. By giving in* 
structiou in genuine scientific agriculture, not the intangible, 
chimerical theories of the speculatist, but theories dignified 
into substantial, well-established science, much good must be 
accomplished in a pecuniary point of view. Is it possible 
that a man should not be benefitted by an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the material on which he bestows his labor? The 
light that would emanate from this source, being felt all 
through our State, in its aggregate influence, would add much 
to the productiveness of our farming 'capital. Again, by 
elevating the character of the people of the State, raising the 
reputation of this commonwealth abroad, it will aid in invi- 
ting among us men of intelligence and capital, thus adding to 
our sources of income far more than the cost of the support 
of the College. Capital will always center where there exist 
the most intelligent means for its use. 

" 10. But all who enter such an Institution may not go 
forth from the College to labor on the farm, but many of^ 
them will engage in other pursuits in life. Thi$ may be true, 
as it is with all our professional schools. Bflt 1st A vastly 
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burger proportion will devote themselves to agriculture, than. 
/ though they pursued their studies in other Institutions; and 
M. Every class of men, of whatever calling, would be bene- 
fited by a knowledge . of agriculture as a science and art 
This is the great and leading interest of the land. All men 
in this country must, in one way or another, come in contact 
with this agricultural element This foundation art, then, in 
the business world, whose facts are woven through every 
department of life, and which meet us in almost every trans- 
action, should be studied to some extent by all. Aside from 
the beneficial effects of this system of study on health, and its 
favorable influence cm habits of industry, the young would 
acquire a knowledge of the principles and practice of this, 
the most wide-spread and pervading branch of business of 
the whole country, and which is intimately connected with 
our prosperity as a nation. I can see a special advantage 
accruing to persons in almost every pursuit, from a somewhat 
minute acquaintance with this subject; an advantage not 
derived irom any other art But when in later years, men 
retire from the more stirring scenes of business or public life 
to the quiet of the farm, as they almost universally seek to 
do, they find a more direct and practical use for the knowl- 
edge they acquired in earlier days. It is well known that 
the most unprofitable, and often ruinous expenditures of 
means are seen among that class of men who, without any 
previous experience, undertake the management of farms at_ 
a somewhat advanced age. They discover When it is too late, 
that agriculture is not so simple an art as they had supposed, 
and that previous study and practice are absolutely neces- 
sary to success." 

These views the undersigned believe to be sound and in 
accordance with the deliberate conviction of a vast majority 
Of the intelligent agriculturists of the State. The Committee 
of the State Agricultural Society, consisting of Messrs. Qv 
W. Beckwith, of Oassopolis, 0. W. Greene, of Farmington, 
and B. F. Johnstone, of Detroit, appointed to visit and report 
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<m the Agricultural College, ia their report mud* in January, 
1898, eay: 

"We hat© reason to believe that the flame quality off 
education would not be furnished more cheaply of bo sue* 
etosfully at any other institution than it it at this one. 

a On this subject we cannot give any positive data at pr^#- 
ettti for want of time, bnt it is very certain that should a Ite 
partment of Agriculture be connected with the University, 
additional professorships would be needed, and it is consfi& 
ered that the object of establishing a school or college, when* 
labor in connection with study must be a feature, wotdft 
have to be surrendered, as it is not esteemed feasible that 
students who labor and those who do not, would harraonlEi 
at the same institution, though there would probably be l&tf 
of that feeling at the Michigan University than at any other 
in the United States. 

"Your committee, without entering into details, there- 
fore, would recommend that, instead of agitating a proposed 
removal on the ground of economy or efficiency in the 
educational system of the Agricultural College, that the Board 
of Agriculture should be strengthened, and not weakened kt 
the efforts they are now making to render > the Institution 
more efficient and useful, and more especially now, when 
they are a body who, by their cautious and economical ad« 
ministration in the past two years, have gained valuable ex- 
perience, and are better prepared than at any previous time* 
to build up and Sustain this College in thai course of useftii 
instruction, which will undoubtedly eventually repay thtt 
citizens of the State tor all the direct outlay it may have bes* 
at * * * * 

" Xhe condition of the College iteelfy financially, and in re- 
gard to its property, is far from discouraging. It is gemr* 
ally contended that ite location is a grave fimtt^ that almoifc 
deprives this generation of the full value of returns from tfcto 
endowments granted to it You/ committee deem it to .W 
too late in the day to discuss the wisdom <rf planting aucfc 
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Institution in the woods. It is established, and has already 
sent out roots in many directions, which, if torn up, could 
not be transplanted to any other location, and the time lost 
in waiting for the transplanted tree to live, if it did live, 
would place the period at which this generation would gather 
fruits from it, farther oft than ever." 

But in the opinion of the undersigned, a far-seeing policy 
established it where it is. Here, on the very margin of the 
cultivated portions of our- country, where the " forests pri- 
meval " are just vanishing before the encroachments of civ- 
ilization, the youthful and vigorous State of Michigan, first 
among her sister States, dedicates this Institution to the in- 
struction of men who are devoted exclusively to the cultiva- 
tion of the earth. Established on no precedent, it is like a 
pioneer in the march of men and the march of mind. It is 
peculiarly *fit that such an enterprise should be founded on 
the confines of the country, which a native poet, Whittier, 
so gushingly describes: 

" The rudiments of empire here, 
Are plastic yet and warm, 
The chaos of a mighty world 
Is rounding into form." 

The elements of the Institution are rough and crude, but . 
even in the embryo, we recognize an enlightened forecast, 
that would do honor to those venerable commonwealths 
which have stamped their indelible impress on the history 
of mankind. *, 

After a full discussion of the Eeport, the following Resolu- 
tions Were unanimously passed by the Executive Commit- 
tee of the State Agricultural Society : 

u Resolved, That the efforts made by the State Board of Ag- 
riculture, daring the two years it has been organized, 1 to ad- 
minister economically and usefully, the State Agricultural 
College, and its revenue, merit our most hearty approbation, 
and entitle it to the confidence of the Legislature and the 
people of the State. 
2 
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" Ru6fo$d> That the proposition to remove the College* at 
Hie present time, must be regarded as a hazardous experi- 
ment, calculated to injure rather than to benefit the cause of 
agricultural education. 

" Unsolved, That in view of the prosperous condition of the 
% agricultural interests in all parts of the State of Michigan, 
we recommend that such appropriation as may be needed 
by the State Board of Agriculture, for the purpose of sua* 
taioing the Agricultural College, be granted by the Legisla- 
ture. 

"Reaolmdy That it is hereby recommended to the State 
Board of Agriculture! within a reasonable time, to lay down, 
fence and put in condition, so much of the land immediately 
around the College buildings, as would form a moderate 
sized model or experimental farm, and that we believe the 
people of the State will sustain the said Board, in> the exer- 
cise of a judicious liberality in securing the services of com- 
petent instructors, in the various departments of instruction; 
as it is believed that such "judicious liberality " will add 
materially to the reputation and usefulness of the Institution." 

It is sometimes argued that a farm and manual labor are 
not necessary to an agricultural school. Surely mere science, 
the theory of agriculture, might be imparted with a few 
acres fo* illustration, or perhaps with no land at all; but the 
school, in order to advance the interests of agriculture, 
should aim at returning its graduates to their farms, and a 
life of manual labor. Nearly all who have given attention 
to the subject, have advised that labor should be an essential 
feature in an Agricultural College. Dr. Hitchcock, in his 
report, says: <fc I take it for granted that such a requisition 
[labor] would be indispensable in these schools." Governor 
Andrew, in advising the Legislature of Massachusetts to 
unite the Congress grant to the Bussey fund, speaking of the 
conditions of the latter grant, says: "It directs his homestead 
estate called i Woodland Hill,' in IJoxbury, consisting of over 
two hundred acres of land, to be retained by the trustees, and 
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«ihat they will establish there a course of instruction in pta* 
tical agriculture, in useful and ornamental gardenings in 
'botany, and in such other branches of natural science as 
may tend to promote a knowledge of practical agriculture, 
and the various arts subservient thereto and connected there- 
with, and cause sueh courses of lectures to be delivered 
there, at such seasons of the year and under bitch regulations 
as they may think best adapted to promote the ends de- 
signed. 9 " 

The Agricultural College of Pennsylvania, in successful 
operation, requires of all students three hours labor daily. 
The committee appointed to draw up a plan for the organi- 
sation of that College, say : u There are many public spirited 
men who belifeve that the establishment of such a school, 
where boys may be .educated as farmers, is of more impor- 
tance than any design which could occupy public attention. 
It is a fact universally known, that the literary institutions 
*f this Country, as at present constituted, educate young men 
to a total unfitness, not only for the pursuit of a farmer, but 
as companions for his parents, brothers and sisters, with 
whom he is expected to spend his life. He is therefore 
driven from his father's estate, and into a profession for which 
he has little capacity." 

In 1858 a society for the promotion of Agriculture, propo- 
sed a prize of $150 for the best essay on the following topic : 
"The most useful system of agricultural instruction, by 
which to acquire a practical agricultural education, such as 
would fit a young man to commence the business of a far- 
mer, upon the average of farming lands in Massachusetts*" 
The following are extracts from the prize essay elicited by 
the society: 

" At the outset, however, we are met by the objection that 
the surest means of causing a young man to quit his paternal 
acres, and enter into other business, is to give him a su- 
perior education. This is not to be regarded as proof that 
knowledge gives one a distaste for rural occupations, but 
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rather, that it affords Mm the capacity to earn a livelihood 
in an easier and more eligible way." 
, " In order to train yonng men to be good and persistent 
farmers, they most be better qualified to succeed in farming 
than in any other business." 

"In instituting a system of agricultural education, there 
are five general objects to be regarded: 

" 1st. The moral training of the youth, to cause them to love 
their occupation; 

",2d. Their physical training, to enable them to endure 
their labor; 

-' "3rd. Their mechanical practice, to fit them to perforni 
their work; 

"4th. Their early practical instruction, to qualify them to 
understand their business; 

"5th. Their instruction in collateral science, to enable 
them to improve their practice. 

" The moral training of the youth, included in the first 
head, is the most difficult point to be discussed, under the 
present circumstances, when other employments offer more 
dazzling temptations, and promise greater rewards than the 
sober occupations of agriculture. Population has not yet 
become so dense as to cause a man who owns a farm, to con- 
gratulate himself that it is not other property. Indeed, he 
often feels chagrined, wheil he considers that the accidental 
possession of a farm has imposed upon him some necessity 
to live on it. In too many instances, a farmer with five or 
six sons, is unable to induce one of them to remain upon the 
homestead and follow his occupation. All, one by one, as 
they approach manhood, leave the farm and give their atten-, 
tion to other pursuits. One learns a mechanical art, another 
studies or learns a profession, and others become tradesmen. 
Not one can be persuaded to take the farm, though it will be 
promised to him as his inheritance, if he will but consent to 
occupy it." 

" If all the young men who are destined to be farmers, could 
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be inspired with an ambition that is based upon the pursuits of 
agriculture, this ambition alone would cause them to become 
skillful and intelligent in the practice of their art. It is those 
who love their occupation, who are the most likely to become 
well acquainted with it The means and opportunities for 
the acquisition of knowledge are so great, that it is more 
important to increase the desire for any branch of knowl- 
edge than the opportunities for gaining it." 

" We will now turn our attention to the physical training 
which is necessary to enable the young men f to endure their 
labor. A boy who is to be a farmer, and who is expected to 
work with his own hands, must from his earliest years, be 
trained to robust exercises. He muet be educated in such a 
manner, as not to be incapacitated to endure the toil and 
hardships of a farmer's life. Without this hardihood his 
business would be a sore affliction, and not an agreeable and 
healthful employment. Labor and practice must attend all 
his steps, and a knowledge of the application of science to 
agriculture must be imparted to him during those days and 
hours, when occasion requires a suspension of labor. All 
the gifts of science which a young man can thus obtain, 
without a relinquishment of those habits of invigorating ex- 
ercise, which are needful to insure a capacity for toil, are 
clear gain to agriculture. For every art, the youth who is 
to be instructed in it, must be trained in harness, and the 
knowledge that comes to him while handling the implements 
of his art, is worth more than the same amount gathered in 
a library. A slavish continuance of labor ought to be con- 
demned,' because every man has a right to the enjoyment of 
life; but there is always danger, lest during long and fre- 
quent" relaxations from labor, a young man may lose, both 
his capacity to. endure, and his willingness to follow a toil- 
some occupation. Such an objection is very generally urged 
by our farmers against agricultural colleges, which they say, 
would not only unfit the youth for labor, but would cause 
them to turn away into other paths." 
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44 But oar people obtain their ideas of an agricultural cok 
lege from the customs of our literary institutions, in which 
there is no just provision for the physical training oi tha 
pupils. In an agricultural school, this wonld form a very 
important part of the exercises; and at such an institution, 
under a good system of regulations and discipline, as at a 
military school, the boys would be hardened by their labor 
on the farm connected with the school, while they were pur- 
suing a course of studies." 

# * * "The third division of our subject relates to 
ike early mechanical practice which is required to fit young 
mm to perform their, work. The distinction between practi- 
cal knowledge and manual skill or mechanical tact, is not 
generally understood, but is a very important one. The pro* 
prietor of a farm, who should superintend its operations, if 
he were young and capable, though he never joined in the 
labor, would soon obtain a practical knowledge of farming. 
But unless he participated in the labor, he would not learn 
to hold a plow, to swing a scythe, nor to perform any but the 
most simple operations of agriculture. * He might be thorough 
in his practical knowledge, a good adviser in regard to times 
and seasons, sowing, reaping, and all that appertains to a 
successful practice, still he is not a complete tanner, because 
he is wanting in mechanical skill and mechanical tact. lie 
cannot, with his own hands v perform the manipulations of the 
farm. 

# # * u Manual skill, like skill in debate, in mathe* 
matics, or in any exercise of the wits, can be acquired only 
by early practice. 8ome may be disposed to deny that the 
manipulations of the farm require that long apprenticeship 
which is usually devoted to learning a mechanical art. This v 
may be true of any particular branch ot farm work; but 
there is a great variety of labor and skill involved in the 
whole circle of operations. A young man who is strong and 
capable, may learn in one season to swing a scythe, so as to 
be reckoned competent to receive ordinary wages; but an ex- 



No. 19. 2ft 

perienced mower would readily perceive his own superiority. 
If, however, he could perfect himself in one set of manipula- 
tions during the first season, he would require a second season 
to learn another set, and before he was proficient in all 
departments of skill, he would have served nearly a seven 
years' apprenticeship. 

"It is worthy of remark, that while men in general, see 
very clearly that they cannot be good practitioners of certain 
arts, without a long course of study and experience, they be- 
lieve that there are other arts which they would not be 
obliged to learn, but may, if they please, c take up ' at any 
time. One of the occupations which they suppose they can 
* take up,' thus suddenly, and without preparation, is farming." 
A science or art requires experience in exact proportion to 
the uncertainty that exists in the application of its rules and 
principles; yet this very uncertainty renders the ignorant 
more bold in assuming the practice of such an art. Hence> 
the multitude of quacks who invade the ranks of medicine 
and agriculture. A complete farmer will be found, there- 
fore, only among those who were brought up to the business 
of farming* All others must be awkward in the performance 
of their labor, unskillful in their manipulations, imperfect in 
their practical knowledge, and, if they carry on a farm, can 
be successful only by using the advice and experience of 
their hired men. The operations of ploughing and scattering 
seed, of mowing, reaping, gathering and stacking the differ- 
ent crops; the rearing of animals and the management at 
cattle, both when employed in labor and when in the stall; 
the modes of executing the different tasks connected with 
their training, and the adjustment of their harness and their 
burdens; the care of fences and buildings, and the prepara- 
tion and equipment of agricultural implements, constitute a 
variety of performances, and require a manifold exercise of 
mechanical skill, which can be acquired only by many years 
of early practice." 
The above extracts are introduced into our report in order 
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to show the importance which is attached to a system of daily 
labor as an essential feature of a College for the education of 
farmers. This labor system finds no place in any of the 
plans for the removal of the College, which have come to our 
notice. Is it wise to abandon a system recommended by 
nearly all, if not *Ui who have examined the subject of agri- 
cultural education, which is considered on every hand so es- 
sential to the retaining of graduates in the business of farm- 
ing, and which is in successful operation in several Colleges 
already established, in order to try a new experiment on a 
plan everywhere condemned? 

In regard to the last question, which plan will be the 
cheapest? Your committee are convinced, that to sustain 
the Institution in its present situation, will cost less, while it 
will accomplish more, than by connecting it with the Uni- 
versity. 

The growth of all educational institutions is necessarily 
slow. Years are required to secure the development of all 
great Colleges. 

Such has been the history of the University itself. For the 
first ten years of its existence, from 1843 to 1852 inclusive, 
the average number of students was only 59 and a fraction. 

The average attendance at the Agricultural College, since 
its organization, has been much more, having been abot£ 72. 

Your committee would say nothing to impair the confi- 
dence of the people in the University. It is one of the noblest 
Institutions of the land; but it should not be allowed to ab- 
sorb the other established educational institutions of the State, 
and it cannot be sound policy on the part of that Institution 
to attempt this, or of the State at large to suffer it to be done. 

The Agricultural College is now in a condition, with the 
munificent Congressional endowment, so wisely set apart for 
its support, to become, at no distant day, not only a self- 
sustaining Institution, but one of the most beneficial Institu- 
tions of the State. Of it, the agriculturists and legislators of 
Michigan may well be proud, and the honor and interests of 
the State demand that they should cherish and sustain it. 



No. 19. * 96 

4 

The buildings have cost and are now worth, for the pur- 
poses intended in their construction, about fifty or sixty 
thousand dollars. 

The farm in immediate connection with the. College, con- 
tains 676 acres, 250 of which are under cultivation. It has 
but just been brought into a productive state. Its value, aside 
from the buildings, cannot be placed at less than $27,000, 
while the College remains as it now is. In addition to this, 
the wise action of former legislators gave to the College some 
6,000 acres of swamp lands, adjoining and in the vicinity of 
the farm. Th$se lands are believed to be worth, the College 
remaining where it is, at least $30,000, and with the policy 
adopted by the Board of Agriculture, will rapidly increase in 
value. 

. The Congressional grant is 240,000 acres. If the average 
value be placed at $1 25 per acre, which we believe to be 
low, it gives $300,000. -The endowment, therefore, aside from 
the farm, which must bring in a large income, cannot be 
placed at a less sum than $330,000. At 7 per cent interest, 
this will give an annual income of $23,100, a sum ample for 
the great end intended. 

Here the undersigned would also observe that in making 
this granjt, Congress undoubtedly had in mind the endowment 
of iidependent Agricultural Colleges; the very terms of the 
grant preclude the idea of professorships or departments in 
other Colleges. The grant runs: 

" Sec. 4. And he it further enacted, That all moneys de- 
rived from the sale of the lands aforesaid, by the States to 
which the lands are apportioned, and from the sales of land 
script, hereinbefore provided for, shall be invested in stocks of 
the United States, or of the State, or some other safe stocks, 
yielding not less than five per centum upon the par value of 
said stocks; and that the moneys so invested, shall constitute 
a perpetual fund, the capital of which shall remain forever 
undiminished, (except Be far as may be provided in section 
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fifth, of this act,) and the interest of which shall be inviolably 
appropriated by each' State which may take and claim the 
benefit of this act, to the endowment, support and mainten- 
ance of at least one College, where the leading object shall 
be, without excluding other scientific and classical studies, 
and including military tactics, to teach such branches of 
learning as are related to agriculture and the mechanic arts, 
in such manner as the Legislatures of the States may respec- 
tively prescribe, in order to promote the liberal and practical 
education of the industrial classes in the several pursuits and 
professions in life." 

Whatever the arguments used to procure the removal of 
the College, and the establishment of an agricultural depart- 
ment at Ann Arbor, should such removal be made, your 
committee are convinced that on the one hand great losses 
must come to the State, and on the other hand greatly in- 
creased expenditures must be incurred. 

In the first place, in case of removal, much must be lost of 
what we now have. 

The College farm and all of the swamp lands adjoining 
must become, by the removal, of greatly diminished value* 
The amount of the depreciation cannot fall short of many 
thousands of dollars. 

The buildings can be of little value for any purposes tfthe? 
than as a College; they will be nearly a total loss. 

In case of removal to Ann Arbor we should have to again 
make heavy expenditures in order to secure there what we 
already have here. We should have to acquire a farm and 
erect suitable buildings. This must be manifest to all, as there 
are no extra buildings connected with the University that 
can be used for the purpose. At least $100,000 would be re- 
quired to start the department, so far as farm and buildings 
are alone concerned. It must be an unwise policy that coun- 
sels a course that inevitably leads to such loss, and necessi- 
tates such expenditures at this time. 
Again, the expense of instruction at Ann Arbor cannot 
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be less than in the College as it is. It will require just the 
same course of instruction, as many additional classes as 
there are in the College, and as many additional instructors 
or professors. Any curtailment here must be at the expense 
of the thoroughness of the instruction rendered. At the Ag- 
ricultural College the classes who receive in-door instruction 
in Botany and Horticulture one-half day, are with the Pro- 
fessor in the field for three hours another portion of the day, 
and this instruction continues daily through the year. At 
the University Botany is taught by a Professor who adda 
Geology and Zoology to his department, and gives instruc- 
tion in Botany but a portion of the year. So of other 
branches of the course of study. Indeed, Dr. Hitchcock, in 
the report already referred to, says a department in a Col- 
lege is insufficient, because " such professorships, unless nu- 
merous, would be entirely insufficient to accomplish the ob- 
jects desired." This language indicates a fear lest a false 
economy should defeat the object in view. Such a fear of 
absorption is expressed in the resolution of the Committee ok 
the Maine Board of Agriculture. To the same purport is 
the following from the address of Professor Fisk, before the 
Legislature: 

" Those who have imagined that a chair of agriculture, 
simply in our ordinary Colleges, is all that is required, have 
formed very inadequate views of the wants to be provided 
for. 

" In the first place, there is scarcely a professorship that is 
essential in a separate Agricultural College but that would 
have to be organized in addition to the regular force, if it 
were but a department I need scarcely remind you that the 
branches which constitute the principal part of the course of 
study in an Agricultural School are precisely those to which 
ordinarily the least attention is given in College. For illus- 
tration: Usually but few lectures are given in Zoology. In 
an Agricultural College, the importance of the subject re- 
quires that Zoology and Animal Physiology should employ 
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the whole time of one man. Ordinarily, also, but a few 
weeks are devoted to the study of Botany and Vegetable 
Physiology. In an Agricultural College the extent of scien- 
tific and professional instruction demanded in this depart- 
ment, renders a separate chair of Botany and Vegetable 
Physiology indispensable. In Colleges of * Arts, Sciences, 
and Literature,' the Chemical department generally em- 
braces simply Elementary Ohemistry. In an Agricultural 
College, the applications of Chemistry to agriculture must 
constitute the principal part of a professorship. Geology 
and Mineralogy usually receive but little attention in Col- 
lege; and Meteorology none at all. The intimate relations 
of these sciences to agriculture, afford scope and labor enough 
to employ the whole time of one man. In Mathematics the 
subject of Rural Engineering is supplementary to the instruc- 
tion given, and necessarily increases the expense. It was 
well said by Gov. Blair, in his inaugural message, that the 
Agricultural College 4 should teach far more thoroughly and 
extensively the sciences that relate to agriculture than any 
ordinary College. 5 In addition to all of this, aside from the 
Mechanic Arts, the general subject of practical agriculture 
opens up a wide field of instruction which must also be pro- 
vided for. 

" Thus, if the object be to teach scientific agriculture, an ex- 
tensive acquaintance must be secured with those sciences 
which explain the philosophy of agriculture. A Chair of 
Agriculture, then, without the means of acquiring a thorough 
knowledge of those sciences which lie at the foundation of 
this art, every one will readily see, could not accomplish the 
object sought. Therefore, to cover the additional instruction 
demanded in our Colleges and Universities, should an agri- 
cultural department be attached, the Faculty must be in- 
creased by at least four or five Professors. An entirely new 
, course of study must be established, differing almost as much 
from the general course as that of law or medicine does from 
the arts and sciences. 
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" Passing from the cost of instruction to tbe facilities re- 
quired, and what do we find ? Whether the Agricultural 
College be a separate institution or simply a department, in 
both cases there must be a practical farm to Illustrate the in- 
structions of the lecture room. In both cases must there "be 
an experimental farm to improve the science of agriculture. 
In both cases must all the stock and implements for wording 

the same be provided. In both cases must there be a Botan- 
ical Garden, and seed room. In both cases must there be a 
Kitchen Garden, for instruction in this department of hus- 
bandry. In both cases must there be a Yeterinary Hospital. 
In both cases must there be collections in Botany and 
Zoology, with special reference to the application of these 
sciences to practical agriculture. In both cases should there 
be an Agricultural Library, differing essentially from the 
libraries usually attached to colleges. Indeed, agriculture 
being a specialty, its facilities and appliances must also be 

specialties." 

In regard to economy, therefore, the removal of the College 
to Ann Arbor presents only these two aspects, either to call 
on the treasury for expenditures, such as have been already 
incurred at the Agricultural College, or to abandon the full 
course of instruction and illustration there given. The 
University has no means of its own to spare. It could not 
even„under the pressing necessity of the times, spare means 
for a military professorship. In their last report, the Board 
of Regents, after speaking of the " strict eQonomy which a 
pressing necessity for all the funds legitimately belonging to 
the University has always imposed," and after mentioning 
many wants for which the University has not means, pro- 
ceeds to say: "Another pressing want of the University, 
which has been heretofore referred to by our Board, is a* 
suitable College Chapel, for the erectionof which we can only 
look to the State or the General Government to supply the 
necessary funds. Our Military Chair is still vacant, nor will 
the state of our annual income admit of any attempt to 
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materially increase our corps of professors, and white we can 
only report our willingness to perfect the arrangement, if it 
k thought desirable, we must look to the State to make the 
necessary provision for the increased expenses of founding, 
in connection with our scientific department, a free Military 
School" 

$or can the citizens of Ann Arbor very well supply the 
want. It is said the amount they have ^>aid towards the 
erection of the Law School building fells short of their sub- 
scription to the amount of some five thousand dollars. The 
economy of removal seems to be no lees than the abandon- 
ment of what is peculiar to the discipline and course of study 
of an Agricultural School, the sinking of the College into 
class instruction, under Professors already sufficiently taxed 
with labor, and the ignoring of the fitir interpretation of the 
grant of Congress. 

The examination which the undersigned have given to the 
Agricultural College, has convinced us that misapprehension 
exists as to the current expenditures of the College. The im- 
pression prevails that it uses annually a very large amount of 
money, without rendering corresponding advantages to the 
State, especially in the way of experiments and original in- 
vestigations in the Science of Agriculture. The fact is, how- 
ever, that its expenditures, from year to year, have been 
only sufficient to provide proper facilities for the education 
of its students, and to make gradual improvements in land 
and buildings, with a view to a higher excellence in the out- 
door discipline in future. 
The appropriation for 1857 and 1858, was. $40,000 00 

" " " 1850 and 1860, was 37,500 00 

« " " 1861 and 1862, was 16,500 00 
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Total, $94,500 00 

This is the entire cost of the Institution to the State; for the 
first appropriation of $56,320 was from the sale of salt spring 
land, which cost the State nothing. The total above given 
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exceeds, the amount actually expended by the College sine* 
it was opened to students, by tbe sum of $13,472 73, which 
should be added to the $56,320, making $69,798 73 as the 
fust cost of the Institution, prior to its opening. The farm 
cost over $10,000. The buildings were, unfortunately, not 
well made at first, but two large College buildings, a brick 
barn, four tasteful brick dwellings, a chemical laboratory, 
costing, it is said, some $8,000, tbe first furnishing of farm 
with stock and tools, and other expenditures incident to a 
new enterprise in a place removed from ordinary markets 
and channels of trade, and in a season of great financial em- 
barrassments throughout the country, all these do not afford, 
Out of a sum of $59,793 73, an unexampled margin for waste 
and extravagance. For the last four years, the average an- 
nual expenditure has been $10,131 82. The current expenses 
of each of the last two years, have been about $10,000, a 
sum greater than the appropriation madq in 1861, which was 
made in view of an unexpended balance in the treasury of 
the College. , 

In regard to the number of students, it must be borne in 
mind, that it is only two years since the course of study was 
extended from two years, to the four years required by the 
present law of reorganization. This radical change, from a 

purely technical to a more mixed course, was preceded the 
year previous by one as sweeping in its character. Under 
these circumstances it is natural to look for fewness of num- 
bers in the higher classes, and the graduates of the College. 
At first, also, the rate of wages paid students per hour was 
often as high as ten cents — the maximum wages is now eight 
cents; the first course of study was less professional by far 
than the present All these circumstances would account for* 
the fact, that at one or two terms of the College, the number 
of students was greater than during the last two years. On 
the other hand, the number in attendance during each of the 
last two years, much exceeded those who were present after 
the first radical change in the course of instruction; but, after 
all, so far as numbers in attendance is concerned, the enter- 
prise is rather successful than otherwise. 

The Agricultural College of Pennsylvania — a State of 
nearly four times the population of Michigan — has been in 
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operation four years, on a uniform system of discipline and 
instruction, and 119 students are reported as the greatest 
number in attendance in any one year. Yet this is called a 
school in successful operation by themselves, by the Governor 
ot Massachusetts, by the Secretary of the Board of Agricul- 
ture in Maine, and by the agricultural press generally. Ac- 
cording to the tables presented in the American Almanac for 
185T, of the 121 CoUeges in the United State?, but 14 had 
over 200 students in attendance; 9 had between 200 and 150 
in attendance; 31 had between J 50 and 100 in attendance; 
18 had between 100 and 75 in attendance, and 49 had less 
than 75 in attendance. , 

But few of the youth of any State advance to the higher 
grades of educational institutions, as the figures just given 
show; and this might have been especially anticipated of the 
farming community. Unlike men in the learned professions, 
they proceed surely to wealth, without any training in the 
schools. An Agricultural College is a new thing, and must 
win its way to their confidence gradually. It was for the 
general advancement of this class, that observing farmers and 
tne State Agricultural Society, and an enlightened Legisla- 
ture, united in the founding of the Agricultural College. It 
has been, by an act of re-organization, passed by the last Leg- 
islature, placed in charge of a State Board of Agriculture. 
This is the sole Institution in their care, and they feel a pride 
in .its proper development and usefulness. They nave 
managed the last appropriation with economy and judgment. 

The sum asked for each of the coming two years is $10,000, 
and is the least the State can afford to ^ive, because Jt is the 
least that will afford creditable facilities of instruction to 
those who resort to it. It is the least that will enable the In- 
stitution to do honor to the State, that was the first in the 
United States to establish such a College, a College whose 
general plan has been imitated by other Legislatures and cor- 
porate bodies, and which is still looked to to lead the way in 
the enterprise. 

% The undersigned are therefore of opinion that the Agri- 
cultural College should be left to the management of the 
State Board of Agriculture, and generously sustained by the. 
Legislature of the State. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

W. H. HAZE, 

Ch'n Com. on Education. 
* KICHAKD J. OREGO, 

Ch'n Co m, on A gricvMure. 
GEORGE LUTHER, 
JAMES DOOKERAY. 
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ftEPOttt tit thte Committee on Geological-Survey, ill rcgarft to 
the survey of portions of ttto Sttrte, and the collection, tB*n> 
:•. agcrueu^ and preservation of Geological Specimens. 

The committee oft geological survey, to whom was deferred 
> A Mil to provide for a social geological survey of portions 
©f the State, atid the collection, arrangement And preservation 
of geological specimens, 

• Would beg leave to report that they find & strong desire, oft 
tire part of our citizens, for such an undertaking, and that great 
benefit would result from a liberal appropriation, for the pm» 
f*>sc ,of taking up and vigorously prosecuting the geological 
survey of our State. 

' In times like these* every one feels the importance of econ* 
6mizing onr resources, and While we Are devoting our energies 
in aid 'of the government in the present crisis, we feet that wfc 
should guard against all attempts to' deplete ou°r trfcabury by 
firjtid iofotis appropriations, 'so mudh being required to meet th6 
extraordinary demands made upon it at the prestent tithe; and 
kt\\*r 'mature deliberation, yout cbmmitfceb are led to belieVfc 
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that on the principle of the strictest and moat exacting economy 
on our part, that a liberal appropriation for that purpose would 
be most judiciously applied; and we believe, that aa the legiti- 
mate fruits of such an appropriation, the treasury of the State 
would, in a very short time, be reimbursed many fold for the) 
expenditure made. 

Your committee believe we have within our borders, a vast 
amount of mineral wealth, second to that of no State in the 
Union. To some extent this has been explored and developed, 
owing to the wise policy adopted by the State many years 
since, and, as the legitimate results oi which, the vast wealth 
of the Upper Peninsula, in iron and copper, became known, and 
millions of capital from abroad was transferred to that* region, 
to be employed in unfolding those sources of wealth which are 
now so largely contributing to the material wealth and revenue 
of the State. Since Michigan became a State, millions have 
been expended for iron, copper, coal, salt, gypsum, &o., from 
other States, while we have inexhaustible stores of all these 
within our own borders. What great advantages would have 
resulted to us had these great sources of 'wealth been fully de- 
veloped at an earlier period, and the capital thus sent abroad 
to enrich other States, been retained among ourselves? We 
have untold mineral wealth of various kind* beneath our feet* 
throughout almost every portion of our State. The iron and 
copper regions of the north arc, as yet, but partially explored, 
and from reliable information which we have received, we 
learn that on many of the swamp lands' of those regions, now 
held by the State, that indications of valuable 4ron and copper 
fnines exist, and, without doubt, the State is possessed of such 
lands in that district, of great value; but the exact location of 
these can only be ascertained by a thorough geological explora- 
tion of that region, and, without doubt, the benefit which would, 
directly result to the State would be very great, but without 
such survey the State would derive but little benefit from them, 
and part with them for but a fraction of their value. From 
this source alone, many times the cost of the survey, no doubt* 
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would accrue to the treasury. In addition to these, indications 
of rich deposits of the ores of silver, abound, which a thorough 
survey would make known. Roofing slates, of a valuable 
character, quarries of marble, of granite, of syenite and talcose 
beds, are to be pointed out, and their situation made known, 
that capita) may be invited thither for investment, from wnich 
this State will speedily derive a revenue. 

In addition to the above, silver has been found in quantities 
sufficient, and in situations to lead to the hope that important 
discoveries of this precious ore may be made. Manganese, 
plumbago, cobalt, lead, and even gold in small quantity, has 
been found, and no doubt valuable deposits of these will be 
brought to light, as well as valuable beds of novaculite, a most 
valuable material for hones, &c, &c. At the present time a 
large amount of capital in other States is seeking for favorable 
opportunities for. investment, and if we but point out to them 
these sources of wealth, their treasure is ready and anxiously 
waiting to be poured into our lap. 

On the Lower Peninsula, also, much remains to be accom. 
plished. Over many thousand square miles of the interior, coal 
exists, and at some points, of a very valuable character; and 
many places where it is but little suspected by the inhabitant, 
Will be found to be underlay ed by this invaluable article, for 
which we are now paying large amounts abroad. 

Tour committee find that beyond the borders of the coal field, 
and embracing a much larger area, lie a group of rocks, in which 
our deposits of gypsum are situated; this being one of the great 
fertilizers of the soil, is required almost everywhere, and of 
Which we have supplies sufficient not only for our own wants, 
but to furnish great quantities for exportation abroad. There 
is also good reason to believe that excellent material for 
hydraulic cement will be found with us, an article which we 
now derive entirely from other States, and of which we annually 
Consume a large amount. Certain gritstones for mechanical 
purposes, which we now receive eutirely from abroad, we have 
good authority for believing exist with us, equal to any received 



Hows Do* 

ray other States, and tbe localities of which, only need t# 
be pointed oat, to invite the investment of capital. Flagging 
and building stone equal to the best we receive from abroad*, 
also exists, and thousands of dollars, we are informed, is wait* 
ing for investment in this business, as soon as these locations 
can be pointed out, and intelligent direction guide the expends 
tures. Still beyond the border of the belt occupied by the out* 
eroping rocks in which tbe deposits of gypsum are lound, lio 
those sandstones, which are the depositories of the brines of tb* 
Michigan salt group, extending nearly across the State in ao 
east and west direction, and of an equal or greater extent fromj 
its northern to its southern boundary. The practical informs** 
tion regarding tbe deposit of salt within this basin, and which 
has already yielded such magnificent results, was solely and 
purely the result of geological investigations. Hundreds of 
thousands of dollars from other States has already been invested 
in the business which has sprung fr >m this; and from this 
alone, in a very short time, the State will derive a revenue re-- 
paying it many fold for every dollar that has been expended in 
all its geological surveys; and indeed we learn that in twq 
counties of this State, where at present the works arc most 
numerous, many hundreds of thousands of dollars have already 
been expended within the last few months; and mostly capital 
from abroad, from which a revenue of many thousands will bo 
derived the coming year. 

The extent of the productive portions of this basin should bo 
ascertained, that intelligence may direct the investment of cap- 
ital, and indicate the points most favorable for such enterprises; 
and also to advise where such efforts would not be likely t6 
meet with success. 

A large portion of the Lower Peninsula is covered with & 
heavy deposit of drifted material, hiding the rocks, in a great 
measure, and consequently the mineral wealth contained in 
them, from view. A thorough knowledge of the character of 
these rocks, and their wealth of coal, salt, gypsum, Ac., ca* 
only be obtained, in many places, by boring in the earth, and 
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{bis work, aimpfr for th* put pose of obtaining this informatioj*, 
the expense would be enormous; but at the present time, nu* 
merous wells are being bored, in various portions of our. Stats^ 
costing several thousand dollars each, but the information to 
be derived from then can, while the work is in progress, be 
obtained merely lor the expense of collecting it; and thug 
every aeetipa of the country, where these works are being eon? 
ducted, would obtain most valuable information in regard to 
the miner*! wealth beneath them. Pethaps, soon, in many keek 
tifc*> the eppojtunjty for obtaining this information wilt be 
pas*, and then na amount of money the State wilt ever feel 
authorized to appropriate, would obtain tfce same information* 

finks of apeeime&s from every well boxed, as far as they oan 
be obtained, should be preserved, from every stratum passed 
through in baring the wells; also, diagrams, illustrating the 
same, should be prepared, and these deposited with the Sfca4e, 
for reference. The knowledge thus obtained, and also from the 
surface explorations, and the examinations of the outcropping 
rocks, where they exhibit themselves, and comparison of these 
with tbe records of the borings, would give us a mass ef 
infcwnatton of inoaloulable value to the State — information 
practical, and which would tend largely to replenish the Treas- 
ury. Below the Michigan salt group, and at its outcrop, bor- 
dering those last named, lie a series of rocks, which, in other 
portions of the country, have furnished the supply of the petro- 
leum which has quite recently become aa article of great com- 
mercial importance; and there are strong probabilities that 
these same deposits may be found in the same highly bitumi- 
nous rocks, of the Lower Peninsula. 

Again: still below and beyond the rocks last named, and 
including a mnch larger area — in fact, underlying almost every 
portion of the Lower Peninsula — we find a continuation of the 
rock which constitutes the Onondaga salt group, of New York. 
Every one is aware that brines, of great value, and which have 
been a source of great wealth to the inhabitants of that State, 
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exist in this formation. In this State, also, the same rocks are 
known to be saliferous. Salt springs issue from these rocks, 
at various points throughout the borders of our State, and 
there are favorable indications of the existence of valuable 
brines, in these rocks. « 

* At the present time, however, the investigations in that du 
rectioh have not been carried sufficiently far as to obtain the 
necessary information to establish the fact of their productive* 
ness, but so far as the work has been prosecuted, it has been 
attended with much encouragement. In the vicinity of these 
latter, also, we may be encouraged to look for deposits of gyp- 
sum ; and, indeed, on the borders of these rocks, at two differ* 
ent points, gypsum has been found. 

Great interest is felt at the present time in this undertaking, 
and your committee fully believe that no measure the State 
could adopt would be so favorably received by the people, and 
from which such beneficial results would immediately flow, and 
too people and their treasury be so much benefitted. The com* 
mittee have directed me to report the bill back to the House, 
without amendment, and recommend that it do pass, and ask to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the subject. 

B. M. WILLIAMS, Chairman. 
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REPORT of the Committee on Banks and Incorporations, rela- 
tive to making appropriations in aid of the State Agricultural 
College, and the Michigan School of Homeopathy and Sur- 
gery. 

The committee on banks and incorporations, to whom was 
referred 

A bill making appropriations in aid of the State Agricul- 
tural College, and the Michigan School of Homeopathy and Sur- 
gery, , 

Have had the same under consideration, and ordered their 
chairman to report thereon. 

By act of Congress, approved January 25, 1836, a large 
amount o£ land was granted to this State for the University, 
and the purpose of4he grant expressed in these words: " to 
be appropriated solely for the use and support of such Uni- 
versity, in such manner as the Legislature may prescribe. 

In anticipation of the funds to arise from sales of these 
lands, and on the pledge of the same in payment of princi- 
pal and interest therefor, the Legislature, by an act approved 
April 6, 1838, loaned to the University, the bonds of the 
1 
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State to the amount of $100,000, to enable it to erect build- 
ings, and procure other necessaries contemplated in the grant, 
by the terms u for the use and support ot such University ."J 

By a subsequent act of the Legislature, it was provided 
that certain State scrip, or warrants, might be taken in pay- 
ment for University landau sold, and the amount of such scrip 
credited to the University- fund to cancel so much of the 
$100,000 debt 

These amounts were credited to the University, from time 
to time, as they were paid in, and interest at 7 per cent, paid 
on them to the Regents, after deducting the interest on the 
$100,000 loan. 

But the principal of the $10,000 loan was never charged 
to the University; hence, the full amount of all funds re- 
ceived for University lands sold, whether in cash or scrip, 
now stands to the credit of the the University, and 7 per 
interest is annually paid thereon by tho State; the Utate 
having also taken up the $100,000 bonds, by money drawn 
from the general fund, or issued new bonds for them. 

As long as the Treasurer was allowed to deduct from the 
University interest fund the interest due on the bonds, and 
only credited to the University the surplus, the Institution 
was not a burthen to the State. 

But by an act of the Legislature, approved Feb. 12, 1853, 
the State Treasurer was directed to credit to the University 
the entire amount of interest arising from the sales of Uni- 
versity lands, so that nothing was left in his hands with 
which to pay the interest or principal on the bonds, conse- 
quently these had to be paid out of the general fund. 

By subsequent acts of the Legislature, to-wit: acts of Feb- 
ruary 10, 1855, February 5, 1857, and February 12, 1859, the 
same direction was given to the State Treasurer, and thus 
for the last ten years, instead of deducting the $100,000 from 
the University fund and paying interest to the Institution 
on the amount properly due, we have paid on the entire sum; 
no charge ever having been made for the loan, though not a 
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dollar of it has ever been paid, making in fact, as is acknowl- 
edged by the Regents' report for 1857, an annual donation 
of $7,000 to that Institution directly from the Treasury, for 
the last ten years, amounting in the aggregate, with annual 
interest, to the sum of over $96,000 00. 

Now, since the University has had the $100,000 for the 
last ten years without interest, an amount in the aggregate, 
of principal and interest, if computed annually, equal to 
over $196,000, and has completed substantial, extensive and 
commodious buildings for all its departments and professors, 
and has accumulated extensive apparatus and library, being 
6,000 volumes in 1855, to which has since been added over 
$12,000 worth, and has an income from its own resources, as 
appears by the last report, of about $56,000, which is con- 
stantly increasing, your committee are of opinion that it is 
not necessary for the welfare and support of that Institution 
that the State should any longer donate to it the annual sum 
of $7,000 as heretofore, and being of the opinion that by a 
degree of economy far less rigid than that required of the 
other colleges and public institutions of the State, the Uni- 
versity can so far reduce some of its ordinary and extraordi- 
nary expenses as not to be in the least embarrassed, in any 
of the essential features of its usefulness, by paying put of 
its ample funds the $7,000 annually, as the bill now in ques- 
tion provides. 

While the amount thus to be paid by the University will, 
in our opinion, not necessarily embarrass that Institution, 
now grown to a giant stature, the infant Agricultural Coir 
lege just struggling into life, against meddlesome nurses try- 
ing to strangle it, will be much nourished and revived by 
even the small sum proposed to be applied to its aid by this 
hill. 

By an act approved February 12, 1855, the Legislature 
provided " that there shall always be at least one Professor 
of Homeopathy in the Department of Medicine," in the 
University. 
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Though the Regents have been requested and urged by a 
large number of the most respectable of our citizens, torn- 
tablish a Professorship, in obedience to said provision, they 
have persistently refused to do so, claiming to have powers 
vested in their body, by the Constitution, paramount to those 
of the Legislature, in relation to the nse of the University 
interest fund, notwithstanding the act of Congress granting 
the lands, expressly declares it to be " appropriated in such a 
manner as the Legislature may prescribe." 

Your committee does not defcm it essential in this report, 
to express their views in relation to the legality,' or propriety 
of the action of the Regents in relation to this subject, bat 
inasmuch as there are in this State, as we are informed and 
believe, nearly, if not over 300 practitioners of the Homeo- 
pathic School, besides a large number of students who have 
left the State to attend colleges elsewhere, for want of one at 
home; and knowing that these physicians, in point of intel- 
ligence and moral, worth will compare favorably with any 
other class of professional men, and Jknowing, also, that the 
200,000 to 300,000 of our fellow citizens who believe in and 
patronize the Homeopathic practice are from among the most 
intelligent and respectable property holders of the State, we 
deem it but just and proper that a part of the amount pro- 
vided in this bill, should be devoted to instruction in that 
science. ' 

Ihe University having refnsed to establish and maintain a 
Professorship of that School, in defiance to the mandates of 
the Legislature, on the grounds that the ** University Interest 
Fund," was not subject to the' control of legislative vaction, 
cannot, certainly, complain of the application to that pur- 
pose, of the funds doe ihe State, that never formed any part 
of said fund, especially as it is to be for Professorships Hot 
in contact with their own. 

In-accordance with the principles of economy which should 
characterize the conduct of all our public institutions, this 
bill provides that one of the Professors shall perform his sfer- 
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vices in both schools, and no part of this fund is to be used 
for the purchase of grounds, or the erection of buildings, 
these all being furnished free of expense to the State. 

By the first section of this bill, the act obliging the State 
Treasurer to pay over the full amount of the Interest Fund, 
to the University, is repealed, thus suspending the annual 
donation of ¥7,000 interest heretofore made; and the second 
section provides for the Treasurer returning the amount ot 
interest due on the debt to the State, and for its application 
to the purposes contemplated in the bill. 

Should this bill become a law and the new school be es- 
tablished in Lansing, without which no funds would be ap- 
plied to it, there is no doubt but that several of its Professors 
may become Professors in both, and be retained for the Ag- 
ricultural College during the spring and summer months and 
early fall, for a much less salary than they can be procured 
for where no other salary is paid, thus saving several thou- 
sand dollars annually of the expenses in the Agricultural 
College. 

In view of all these considerations, we report the bill back, 
without amendment, and recommend that it do pass, and ask 
to be discharged from the further consideration of the sub* 
ject 

JAS. A. SWEEZEY, Chairman. 
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EEPOKT of the Committee on Elections, relative to a certain 
bill pending before the Legislature, to enable the qualified 
electors of this State, in the military service, to vote at cer- 
tain elections, and to amend sections forty-five and sixty-one, 
of chapter six, of the compilecftaws. 

The committee on elections, to whom was referred 

A bill to enable the qualified electors of this State^in the 
military service, to vote at certain elections, and to amend sec- 
tions 45 and 61, of chapter 6, of the compiled laws. 

Have had the same under consideration, and would respect- 
fully report that the first question which presents itself to your 
committee, upon the consideration of this bill, is whether a law 
embracing the provisions of such bill, would conflict with the 
constitution of this State. 

Section 1, of article 1, of the constitution, declares that "no 
citizen or inhabitant shall be an elector, or entitled to'vote at 
any election, unless he has resided in this. State three months, 
and in the toumahip or word in which he offer* to pote, ten days 
next preceding such election." 

Tour committee are unanimously of the opinion that said 

i 
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clause bt section 1, requires that the person offering to ^ote 
shall do so in the township or ward in which h£ resides, and 
prohibits him from voting in any other township, ward or place. 

That section 6 of the same article of the constitution which 
declares that " no elector shall be deemed to have gained or 
lest a residence, by reason of his being employed in the ser- 
vice of the United States or of this State, nor while a student 
of any seminary of learning,' 9 &c, was neither intended to, nor 
does it, in the opinion of your committee, give to such person 
so engaged in the service of the United States, or attending a 
seminary of learning, the right to vote in any other place than 
that in which he is a resident. That the object intended by 
said section 5, was that the individual, while absent from his 
place of residence, on the several grounds therein specified, 
however long such absence might be protracted, should still, 
during suoh absence, be deemed a resident of the place from 
which he had originally departed, and should be 'entitled to 
vote thereat, notwithstanding tfee prohibitions jnentiQnftd in 
ration >1 of s*id Article, vtpmi few retwn ttarefo, ftwghJie 
tftouti not return till the veij day of election. 

If the Legislature can give the right to the qualified electors 
of this State, engaged in 'the military service, to vote -wherever 
they may happen to be on the day. of election, whether in or 
<rot df the State, they could equttlly give the right to allthfc 
qualified electors attending the University at Ann A*bor, from 
Whatever section of the State they may have gone, of rbttog 
MtAnniibor. This, it is Tery clear, it could not do eenfcist- 
etffly With the provisions of the constitution above cited, *0 
ttscffoh 5 'dittoes thfet no elector shall be deemai tebave 
gained a residence while a student of any sentinaiy 6f learaiflg> 
*&a s#6ti<to 1 tttwve ofted, eftpresely piohtbtte^ny j^erao^ft'om 
Womg at tfHy^tocttoiij ufctess he has ^#W^intKe township or 
#stfl f ** itkich He 6/fats 4& wfe, ten day s wwtt preceding suA 
tilMtie*. 4ke 'Stout' tide applies to those wgaged in the MB- 
tary service. They can gain no mtf***; by lfeaeon of btfAg 
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employed in the service of the tfnited States, and fluey Gap 
vote only in the township or ward in which they reside. 

To have intended the provisions of said section 5 as author- 
ising the several classes of persons therein named to vote 
wherever they might happen to be on election day, would be 
putting it in the power, frequently, of persons having no in- 
terest in the local affairs or officers of the town or ward where 
they were temporarily stopping, of controlling the elections of 
such town or ward, and overruling the wishes of the perma- 
nent residents. The framers of the constitution can, with little 
reason, be charged with intending to adopt a provision, the di- 
rect tendency of which would lead to such injurious results. 

Your committee are further unanimously of the opinion, that 
the passage of this bill, if it could consistently be done, would 
be unwise, and its objects could only partially be realized, or 
its provisions but partially carried into effect. 

The constitution and laws of this State are limited in their 
operation and force to the State. We can pass no election or 
other laws that will be of any binding authority outside of the 
State, or over the soldiers, officers or armies of the United States. 
There is no power in Michigan that can authorize the opening 
of election polls in any regiment, battalion, battery or com- 
pany of Michigan soldiers, while in the service of the General 
Government, outside of the State. It is perfectly manifest that 
if we were to pass this bill and attempt to carry into effect the 
objects intended by it, that we should have to depend for its 
accomplishment upon the will of the commander of each post, 
where might happen to be stationed a company of Michigan 
soldiers on the day of election; and when we consider the nu- 
merous points in all sections of the wide extended range of this 
great rebellion where are to be found bodies of Michigan troops, 
the diversities, both in character and politics, of the officers in 
command of those soldiers, rendering it very doubtful whether 
their assent could, in but a portion of the cases, be obtained to 
the holding of such elections; and the variety of duties in 
which the numerous regiments or detachments of Michigan 
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soldiers are almost sure to be engaged on any given day, ma- 

r 

king it impossible to hold any election in very many of them 
upon the day of our general election, without detriment to the 
service in which at the time, they are engaged, it must satisfy 
every one that but a partial vote of the electors of this State 
so engaged in the military service, could be obtained. 

That while one regiment or company would have the oppor- 
tunity of availing itself of the privilege of voting intended by 
this bill, another regiment or company, equally entitled to such 
privilege, and perhaps principally composed of men of opposite 
politics from the large majority of those constituting the regi- 
ment or company so voting, would not be allowed to vote, by 
reason of the, important or critical nature of the duties in which, 
on the day of election, they would be engaged. Unless all 
could avail themselves of the privileges of such a law, it 
would seem more just that the privilege should not be extended 
to any. 

Another objection to this bill, is the opportunity it affords, 
without power of redress, for illegal voting. It may be fairly 
estimated, that at least one-third of the soldiers who have en- 
listed from Michigan, and who are now in the military service 
of the United States, are not qualified electors, but either 
minors or aliens, who have not taken the preliminary steps 
necessary to entitle them to vote in this State. When the polls 
are opened in the regiments and companies, as provided by this 
bill, what power or authority is there to prevent these persons 
who are not qualified voters, from coming forward and offering 
to vote, and if objected to, from swearing their votes in? The 
laws and authorities of this State, are impotent to prevent them, 
or to punish them for it. Those men are neither within the ju- 
risdiction of Michigan courts or laws, nor in her service, and 
Michigan can neither impose the penalties for illegal voting, 
nor punish them for perjury in falsely swearing in their votes y 
neither at the time, nor when they shall have returned to this 
State. The person so offending, being at the time neither with- 
in the jurisdiction of this State, nor in its service, could commit 
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no crime against the State. There being no power to enforce 
the election laws, the ballot boxes might be stuffed or destroyed 
by a disorderly rabble, either of soldiers or of people, in the 
town through which the commissioner would have to pass on 
his return to this State, without any greater penalty being in- 
curred than that for breach of the peace. 

Can there be any wrong to the soldier in not extending to 
him the opportunity of voting, while so engaged in the military 
service beyond the State? How few of the electors within the 
State are acquainted with the candidates for most of the offi- 
ces, for which the soldiers by this bill are to be allowed to 
vote, at the time of their nominations, or with their character 
or fitness for their respective offices for which they are nomi- 
nated? It is only after their nomination that the mass of 
electors in the district are made acquainted with the qualifica- 
tions of the candidates. If the electors within the district 
are, in the great majority of cases, incompetent to judge of 
the qualifications of the respective candidates, at the time of 
their nomination, how can we expect that the soldiers in active 
service, in sections of the country a thousand miles remote 
from such district, will be competent judges of the character 
or fitness of such candidates, or able to cast an intelligent' 
Tote? If the soldier is desirous to vote for the candidate only 
of a particular party, without any regard to the fitness or 

character of such candidates, he will be unabe to do se of his 

» 

own knowledge in most cases, but will have to take the word 
of some other person, who, if interested in the result, might 
net scruple to deceive him. A large portion of the candidates 
at each election, are new men, politically, and previously un- 
known to the general public. 

The soldier has no reliable means of becoming acquainted 
either with their character, politics, or qualifications for the 
respective offices for which they are running. Is it, therefore, 
depriving the soldier of any privilege, by refusing to extend to 
him, under such circumstances, the right of voting? Is the 
right to vote for a candidate, of whom we know nothing, a 
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privilege? It is believed that with the vast majority of &e 
men in the army, there is no desire to vote for the great pro- 
portion of any of the candidates which this bill would presehi 
before them. Their minds should be, and it is believed are in 
most cases, intent upon matters of a very different character 
from that of filling the many local civil offices at home. 

As it would be extending to. those electors no valuable priv- 
ilege, neither would it operate, if tbe statements above set 
forth are in the main correct, as a benefit to the country; but 
might* without any such intention on the part of the electors in 
the army, work great injury to the country, by placing in posi- 
tions of trust, unworthy and incompetent public officers. 

In presenting the foregoing reasons why a bill such as this 
should not be passed, your committee most emphatically dis- 
claim any intention to reflect, in the slightest degree, upon the 
loyalty or intelligence of any portion of that large body of the 
qualified electors of this State, now engaged in the military 
service of the country. The noble patriotism and self-sacrificing 
spirit which has been exhibited by those men, in leaving behind 
them the comforts of peace, the endearing ties of home and 
♦friends, and voluntarily engaging as active participants in this 
terrible struggle, to deliver their country from the hands of 
treason and rebellion, and preserve the Union and the constitu- 
tion of our country from dissolution and destruction, cannot be 
too highly extolled or honored by a grateful nation. The ob- 
jections to the extension of the privilege of voting to the elec- 
tors in the military service outside the State, do not arise from 
a want of confidence in the intelligence or patriotism of those 
electors, as men, but from the impossibility, necessarily con. 
nected with their peculiar situation, of their being able to ex- 
ercise ft intelligently, and the impracticability, by any meas- 
ure, of getting a full and fair vote of those electors. 

i our committee believe the passage of this bill would bd uii- 
constitutional, as well as impracticable. Tour committee are 
aware that the Attorney General of this State has come to dfl> 
ferent conclusion, as to the effect of the sections of the consti- 
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tution above cited; but your committee, after a careful exam- 
ination of the matter, have been unable to see, in those sec- 
tions, any intention, on the part of the framers, to extend to 
the classes of persons therein mentioned, the right to vote 
when absent from their place of residence, but that they can 
offer their vote only in the township or ward in which they re* 
side. Your committee therefore recommend that the bill do 
not pass, and ask to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the subject 

T. G. SMITH, Okavrnum. 
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REPORT of the Committee on State Prison, relative* to the 
State Prison and the Detroit House of Correction. 

The committee on State Prison, to whom was referred so 
much of the Governor's message as relates to the State Prison, 
at Jackson, and the Detroit House of Correction, have, "in ac- 
cordance with the concurrent resolution of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, visited those Institutions, and beg 
leave to submit the following report, as the result of their in- 
vestigations: 

Prom a pretty careful and thorough examination of the Jack- 
son Prison, your committee are prepared to say, that in all that 
• renders such an institution an honor and a blessing to the 
State, it is entitled to the confidence and support of the Legis- 
lature. In point of economy, of discipline, of reformatory power, 
of punishment, tempered with mercy, looking to the ultimate? 
good of the convict, and the welfare of the State, this Institu- 
tion, in the judgment of your committee, may safely challenge 
comparison with any similar institution in the country. Much 
of the credit for this high position is due to the personal quali- 
fications and fidelity of the Inspectors and officers. Legfsla* 



2 House Doo. 

tion on such a subject, however wise and philanthropical, would 
avail little, unless carried out by men possessed of the right 
capacity and spirit. 

In fact, improvement in the laws relating to the discipline 
and confinement of convicts, most generally comes from the sug- 
gestions of high-minded and philanthropic men, who have been 
actually engaged in superintending institutions of the kind, as 
the laws upon our own statute books will abundantly testify. 
Thus, improvement in the discipline of the Jackson Prison, under 
its present able managers and officers, is constantly reaching a 
higher stage of perfection. New devices and means for ele- 
vating the moral and intellectual condition of the inmates, are 
constantly being put in requisition. Increased facilities for 
reading, education in the English rudiments, mitigation of the 
severity of discipline, as a reward for good behavior, habits of 
industry, knowledge of useful trades, Sunday schools, and the 
light of hope and the promise of possible peace and purity, 
which from every page of Holy Writ, shines upon the human 
heart, are made to render the prison door only the opening to a 
higher and better life to many of the children of crime. By 
the side of such an Institution and such results, the gold of 
Croesus and the proudest trophies of mere material conquest of 
ambitious States, seem worthless and base. 

There has been a decrease in the number of convicts in the 
past two years of .211, leaving but 410 inmates at the beginning 
of tfce present year. This decrease, by diminishing largely the 
amount of contract labor, without bringing any correspond- 
ing decrease qf expenses, rendered the Prison not self-sustain- 
ing, in the sum of $6,676 58. 

The Inspectors in their report, say that " this difference be- 
tween the earnings and expenses, though much to be regretted, is 
susceptible of a satisfactory explanation." Your committee is 
of the opinion that this deficit, so far as it is the result of a fall- 
ing off of the number of convicts, is far from being a matter of 
regret. The counties of the State have been saved the expense 
of arresting and convicting 211 criminals, which cannot be es- 
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timated less than $50,000, a clear saving of $43,000 to the tax 
payers of the State. But again, who, upon reflection, would for 
a moment put the sum of $6,616 58 against such a diminution 
of crime as is indicated by the falling off of the number of con- 
victs, more than 33 per cent, in two years? 

Your committee cannot leave this subject without improving 
this occasion by saying that the idea of making the State 
Prison pecuniarily self-sustaining, should never be held para- 
mount to the claims of justice,* and the reform of criminals. To 
do so, would be to ignore the highest dictates of humanity, and 
every just principle of criminal jurisprudence. No State can 
adopt and practice upon such an idea without disgracing itself 
in the eyes of the whole civilized world. Let the officers of 
this Institution, then, understand that the people of Michigan 
desire them to perform their duties with reference to the safety 
of society and the reform of the criminal. 

Your committee further report that they have visited, and 
examined with some care, the Detroit House of Correction, and 
take pleasure in saying that this Institution, in perfection of 
construction, enlightened management, and general adaptation 
to subserve the design of its establishment, is worthy of the 
commercial metropolis of the State. We commend it unhesi- 
tatingly to the confidence of the people of the State. To its 
able and accomplished Superintendent, and to many public 
spirited citizens of Detroit, your committee are indebted for at- 
tentions and favors which are remembered with unmixed 
pleasure. ' 

The proposition referred to in the bovernor's message, and 
which found its way here in the form of a bill to authorize the 
courts of the State to send to the Detroit House of Correction 
.all male convicts between the ages of sixteen and twenty-one, 
sentenced for a less term than imprisonment for life, your com- 
mittee deem impolitic and unwise. It involves . the necessity 
of -placing the discipline and management of a class of crimi- 
nals beyond the control of any of the authorities of the State, 
and in the hands of the municipal authorities of the city of 
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Detroit. This would be an unfortunate and dangerous precedent 
of evading just responsibility, unworthy of the State of 
Michigan. Your committee are clearly of the opinion, that the 
State of Michigan is abundantly prepared, through her own 
institutions, to take charge of of her convicted felons, and we 
trust the time is far distant when she will be compelled to farm 
out so sacred and solemn a trust. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

A. D. GRISWOLD, 
GEO. E. READ, 

Committee. 
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REPORT of Hon. W. T. Howell, Chairman of the Committee 
on Federal Relations, on the Joint Resolutions of the Legis- 
islature of Illinois, on the subject of opening a channel of 
communication through Canada, for Western Produce. 

By the committee on federal relations: 

The committee on federal relations, to whom was referred 
House joint resolution, entitled 

Joint resolution relative to facilities for transportation of the 
produce of the west, 

And also the following joint resolution, adopted by the Legis- 
lature of the State of Illinois, and transmitted to the House by 
his Excellency, the Governor of this State: 

JOINT RESOLUTION in relation to enlarged facilities of 
transportation between the great lakes and the Atlantic coast, 
and Europe. 

Adopted unanimously by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of lUinoia, the liih day of February, 1863. 

Whereas, It is of the first importance to the great producing 
States of the North-west, interested in the transportation of 
their various productions to the seaboard and to Europe, by the 
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w*y of the great lakes, and the rivers and canals connecting 
those lakes with the Atlantic Ocean, to secure to themselves 
the most enlarged and liberal avenues of communication possi- 
ble, without reference to the fact whether such avenues are 
umished by their own or another government, provided they 
secure to said States and their people the greatest value for 
their productions at home, by transporting them to the markets 
ef the world, at the least cost and expense; 

And whereas, From the recent action of the Congress of the 
United States, under a combination of circumstances as urgent 
as it is probable can ever again be brought to bear upon the 
question, that body declined to aid in opening such enlarged 
facilities as the necessities of the great food-producing West so 
imperiously demand; 

And whereas, The capacity of these North-Western producing 
States, in the single staple, never-failing and cheaply grown* 
crop of Indian corn, or maize, can scarcely be estimated, and 
would soon amount to hundreds of millions of bushels per an- 
num, were enlarged, and consequently cheap means of trans- 
portation provided, securing, at once, an income for the outlay 
and a profit to the producer and consumer at home and abroad, 
* and developing, at the same time, mines of wealth in our broad 
prairies, equal to the greatest happiness and desists of those, 
who inhabit them; 

And whereas, The rivers and canals of Canada can readily 
be improved and Adapted to the most liberal means of transpor- 
tation from the Western States to the Atlantic Ocean, and with 
mutual advantage to the constructors of such avenues, and all 
having occasion to avail themselves of them; furnishing, at the 
same time, the means of avoiding, in a good degree, the heavy 
tolls and charges that now so enrich the State of New York, at 
the expense of the western farmer; 

Be it therefore Resolved, 1$ the Senate of the State of Illinois, 
{the House of Representatives concurring herein,) That a State 
committee of five citizens of the State, be appointed by the 
Goveraor, s with full power and authority on behalf of this State, 
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to petition, or to proceed personally to the Provisional Govern- 
ment and Parliament of Canada, and to the Government of 
Great Britain, if deemed by them advisable, for the purpose,, in 
any proper manner, of respectfully presenting to those govern- 
ments, the statistics of production, -and trade of the Western 
States, seeking enlarged and cheaper outlets to the East and 
fo Europe, for their products, by the way of the lakes and of 
the rivers, and new or enlarged canals of Canada; and to re- 
; spectfully solicit from said governments, all proper considera- 
tion and action, upon a subject of such great and rapidly grow- 
ing importance to them, as well as to the Western States, in- 
terested in such enlarged facilities of intercourse with the. At- 
lantic ports, and with Europe. , ' 

Resolved, That our neighboring States, similarly interested, 
be and are hereby respectfully invited to appoint like State 
committees, to act and co-operate with the committee hereby 
appointed, for the attainment of the objects herein set forth; 
and that the Governor be and is hereby requested to send 
copies of this joint resolution and invitation to each of the 
States so interested, and to our Senators and Representatives 
f in Congress, and to furnish an authenticated and official copy 
of the same, to the committee hereby appointed, and that the 
preceding preamble and resolutions be printed, for the greater 
convenience of so doing, 

Have had the same under consideration, and respectfully 

REPORT: 

V ' * 

I 

That they have given the subject committed to them such 
careful consideration as its importance, and the action of a 
sister State, would seem to require, and herewith submit the 
result of their deliberation: 

The question presented by the Legislature of Illinois, is one 
of paramount importance to the agricultural interests of the 
.North-western States, and when considered with reference to 
that interest alone, naturally elicits attention and discussion as 
a financial measure, in which the West haB a deep and absorb- 
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ing interest, as the granary of the world. Nor is the capacity 
of the " North-western producing States " over-estimated in the 
proceedings of the Legislature of the State of Illinois, submit- 
ted to your committee. Were this a question purely of finan- 
cial policy, as connected with the agricultural' interests of the 
great producing West, no diversity of opinion would obtain; 
but, when viewed with the relations of the general government 
to the States, and the opening of a communication through the 
dominions of a foreign government, beyond the jurisdiction of 
both National and State governments, two questions are pre- 
sented for consideration: 

1. The rights and duty of the General Government, in the 
premises, in its relation to the States; and 

2. The policy of adopting the recommendations of the State 
of Illinois. 

We cannot subscribe to the doctrine that the constitutional 
injunction upon Congress, " to provide for the common defense, 
and promote the general welfare," includes a system of local in- 
ternal improvements. 

The primary object of all improvements by Congress, should 
be to aid in the " common defense," and " promote the general 
welfare," by postal and military facilities, regarding the devel- 
opment and promotion of all other interests as incidental to that 
great leading, primary object. Upon this basis, it is fully jus- 
tifiable; and however much the local interests of particular 
sections may be benefitted, it imposes no obligations upon Con- 
gress, to adopt a uniform system of internal improvements, 
which can only be regarded as a source of local jealousies, cal- 
. culated to disturb the harmonious relations which should exist 
between the General Government and the several States, in 
their sovereign capacity. 

The enlargement of the Illinois canal, as a means of naval 
transportation, we believe to be both within the letter and spirit 
of the powers of Congress, to provide for the " common defense," 
and regret that such view was not taken by Congress in its 
general system of defense; nor do we justify the opposition to 
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that measure, by the Representatives from the eastern portion 
of the Union. It was a mistaken and fatal blow to the material 
interests of the west, when the opportunity was presented for 
promoting duch interests, and yet keeping within the lioe we 
have indicated. Such action on the part of eastern members 
would have cemented the interests and promoted the friendly 

relations so necessary between the east and west, taking into 
consideration the various interests and productions of these 
two important portions of the JTnion; and we cannot but indulge 
the hope that a returning sense of justice will yet induce such 
action on the part of the east as shall repair the injury, and 
leave no just cause of complaint. 

We fail to discover that the action of our sister State is 
based upon the ground of .National defense, coming within the 
purview of the duties of Congress, but solely on the grounds 
of the agricultural interests of the West, and while such inter- 
ests are a part of our own, we cannot subscribe to the doctrine 
that the action of Congress can be invoked in our behalf, upon 
those grounds alone, disconnected with a system of National 
defen/es. 

Second: As to the policy of adopting the recommendations 
of the State of Illinois: 

One of the settled policies of this government should be to 
keep the interests of the citizen within the protecting care of the 
government. The proposition to open channels of communi- 
cation through the territory of a foreign power, and thus vol- 
untarily resign the protection of our own government, presents 
a question of public policy for grave consideration.. In the 
midst of the revolution in which we are engaged, with the, ac- 
knowledged jealousy of Grjeat Britain towards our inherent 
power and wealth, as well as our growing importance as a 
nation, can we consent by the action of government, to place in 
her hands the avenue that leads to our granary to tempt her 
cupidity, or, in case of <her interference in our domestic affairs, 
to control a great leading interest which would otherwise be 
loyal to our government alone ? 
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Interest; with nations, as with individuals, is the great 
' ' prompter to action. A divided interest would produce a di- 
vided loyalty, which, at this time, should be most scrupulously 
guarded, and no action or reward of government should be had 
or offered to divide the -interests or estrange the affections of 
her people. 

We owe it to ourselves— to the legacy of our fathers — to tiie 
government under which we live — to the cause of liberty and 
humanity throughout the world — that we present no divided 
councils, growing out of our personal interests, while the citadel 
' of freedom is assailed by the united efforts of the enemies to 
the best interests of mankind. 

We must be blind to the history of the present, and to the 
current of passing events, not to discover the insidious and 
wicked attempt to alienate the affections of the West from the 
East, for the purpose of subduing or destroying a divided 
people. 

True to the great doctrine of equal rights, and holding, as 
' paramount to all other considerations, the union of the States, 

9 

the position of Michigan in the present crisis has been unfalter- 
ing, the loyalty of her people unsuspected, and she cannot how 
consent, as a State, to become a party to any measure or means 
' calculated to divide her people, or place the interests of our 
common country under the control of a foreign government. 

Tour committee, therefore, introduce the following resolution, 
and recommend its passage: 

Unsolved, That it is inexpedient, at this time, for the State of 
Michigan to take any action on the joint resolution of the Leg- 
islature of the State of Illinois. 

W. T. HOWELL, Chairman. 
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COMMUNICATION from the State Treasurer, relative to the 

negotiation and sale of State Bonds. 

State Treasurer's Office, 1 
Lansing, March 16th, 1863. J 

3b the Legislature of the State of Michigan: 

Gentlemen: — At the time my last annual report was made, 
(Deo. 1st, 1862,) the negotiation of the loan authorized by "an 
act to provide means for the redemption of the bonds of the 
State, maturing January 1st, 1863," approved March 11th, 
1861, was then incomplete. Having since been successfully 
closed, 1 beg herewith to submit a full report of the negotia- 
tion and sale. 

In pursuance of sea 9 of said act, I issued a circular notice, 
on the first day of July last, and subsequently gave notice 
through the public press, to the holders of our bonds, inviting 
an exchange for the six per cent, bonds authorized to be issued, 
by the act, limiting the time for the exchange to be made, to 
the first day of October, and which was subsequently extended 
to the first day of November. In response to this invitation, I 
received eleven hundred and twenty-six thousand five hundred 
and sixty-seven dollars and thirty-one cents ($1,126,567 81) 
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nine cents ($432 69) in cash, for eleven hundred and twenty- 
seven thousand ($1,127,000) of new bonds. In order to dispose 
of the balance of the bonds, I invited, by public advertisment in 
the cities of New York, Albany, Hartford and Detroit, sealed 
proposals, to be presented in the city of New York on the 1st 
day of December last, at which time they were opened, at the 
office of Messrs. E. Whitehouse, Son & Morrison. The annexed 
schedule gives you the names of the highest bidders for the 
bonds, and to whom they were awarded and issued; also, the 
price paid for each description of bond. The amount of bonds 
# sold was eight hundred and seventy-three thousand ($813,000) 
dollars, and the premium realized was nine thousand two hun- 
dred and ten dollars, ($9,210 00,/ making the aggregate of 
eight hundred and eighty-two thousand and two hundred and 
ten dollars, ($882,210 00,) which has been paid into the Treas- 
ury of the State. 

After closing the above negotiation, I gave notice in two of 
the New York daily newspapers, that all the full-paid and ad- 
justed bonds of the " five million loan/' (so called,) would bf 
paid on the first day of January, 1863, on presentation at the 
Metropolitan Bank, in that city, and that the unadjusted portion 
of the same issue of bonds would be adjusted and paid at the 
same time, at the office of the State Treasurer, at Lansing, and 
also at the Michigan Insurance Bank, in the city of Detroit. 
So far as I am at present advised, the amount paid in New 
York is two hundred and fifty thousand six hundred and seven- 
teen dollars and sixty nine cents, ($250,617 69,) but none have 
been presented for adjustment and payment, either' in Lansing 
or Detroit. In seeking for a satisfactory reason for the small 
amount of bonds presented for payment in the months of January 
and February, I deem it well to call your attention to the fact that 
a mistake was made in the most of thqf adjusted bonds, which 
had been printed with two extra interest coupons, which were 
so signed and issued. This error would naturally mislead the 
holder of the bond as to its maturity, and may explain the 
feause of their not having been presented for payment, es- 
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pecially in view of the fact that the January interest was called 
fear as usual. 

Having ascertained that nearly the fall amount of unpaid 
bonds were held by parties in London, and that the interest 
upon them was regularly collected by Mr. A. Belmont, in New 
Tork, I called -at-his place of business in the month of Janu- 
ary last, and informed him that the State had given notice that 
the bonds would be paid on the first of January, and that the 
interest had ceased from that time. This fact I suppose has 
been communicated to the holders of the bonds in England, and 
the probability is that in a short time they will be received in 
Mew York, and payment made. 

A portion of the " five millian loan " bonds were issued with 
the provision that the principal and interest would be paid "in 
gold and silver." In the belief that this language did not im- 
pose upon the State any greater obligation than if the ordinary 
terms, " lawful money of the United States, 11 had been used, I 
Caused payment on our bonds to be made in the legal demand 
notes of the United States, when the ordinary current funds 
were not satisfactory. So far as I am advised, the payment 
has been satisfactory to the holders of the bonds, with two ex- 
ceptions, in one of which the objector has only an interest cou- 
pon for the interest due last January, and in the other case, ten 
thousand dollars of bonds are held. It was supposed the hold- 
ers of unadjusted bonds would present them for adjustment or 
payment at the time of their maturity, but as yet no presenta- 
tion or demand has been made. The present condition (A the 
14 five million loan 9 account, is as follows: 

FULL PAID BONDS. 

Ajnoant ofttotaftding as per my last 

annual report, <$11{>000 00 

tatount exchanged, . $114,000 00 

» paid , 43,000 00 

« outstanding,. 20,000 0<J 

$117,000 00 
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ADJUSTED BONDS. 

Amount outstanding as per my last annual report, $1,746,185 00 

" exchanged $1,012,561 31 

" paid 20T,617 69 

" outstanding, 526,000 00 

$1,146,185 00 

Part paid unadjusted bonds, $140,000 00 

Which, when adjusted, will amount to 80,999 80 

In regard to this last portion of the debt, for the sake of con- 
venient reference, I herewith submit a statement of the legisla- 
tion had, so far as it relates to the basis upon which the State 
has authorized the bonds to be adjusted. By provision of act 
No. 173, approved April 1, 1848, "the holder of any of the above 
bonds, was permitted to surrender them to the State Treasurer 
and receive new stock to the amount of $403 88 for each $1,000 
of said bonds, for principal and interest to January 1, 1846, and 
adding for subsequent interest, at the rate of six per cent, on 
$302 73 on each thousand dollars ($1,000,) of said bonds, to be 
computed up to the 1st day of January next after the sur- 
render: Provided, The coupons since July, 1841, shall remain 
attached thereto: And provided further, That for missing 
coupons, $9 08 was to be deducted for a $30 coupon, and 
$27 24 for a $90 coupon." 

Under this law, $399,000 of new adjusted bonds were issued 
previous to the passage of act No. 105, approved February 12, 
1855, which provided that " all holders of that class of State 
bonds, for which new bonds are directed to be issued by section 
8, of act No. 173, of the session laws of 1848, are hereby re- 
quired within six months from and after the passage of this act 
to present such bonds and receive new bonds therefor, accord- 
ing to the provisions of said act; and in case they fail so to 
present said bonds within the time«herein prescribed, no interest 
shall be allowed on said bonds after that time." 

This act, in effect, stopped the interest on the part-paid bonds, 
on the 12th day of August, 1856, and fixed the amount at which 
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each bond of one thousand dollars, should be adjusted at $518 

67, if all the coupons since July, 1841, were attached to the 

boqd. The result of this legislation, was the adjustment of all 

{he- part-paid bonds, except the above mentioned amount of 

$140,000. 

J. OWEN, State Treasurer. 
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REPORT of the Committee on Education, relative to the higher 

education of Females. 

The committee on education, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of the trustees of the Michigan Female Seminary, located 
at Kalamazoo, asking aid for finishing and furnishing their Sem- 
inary building; 

Also, 

A bill to make a grant from the swamp land fund, in aid of 
the Michigan Female Seminary, located at Kalamazoo, on cer- 
tain conditions; 

Also, 

A bill to accept of and provide for the completion of the 
Michigan Female College, 

Aad who were instructed, by a resolution, passed February 
Slat, ultimo, to inquire into and report upon the propriety and 
feasibility of establishing and endowing a University, ior the 
education of young ladies, have had the same under considera- 
tion, and have directed me'to leport as follows: 

The importance of female education, in its relations to the 
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State, can hardly be over estimated. There is no relationship 
or interest, in the entire sphere of human existence, unaffected 
by the influence of woman; and the value of that influence 
must, of course, depend on her character and qualifications. 
Said a profognd thinker and statesman: "Tell me the general 
character and qualifications of your women, and I will tell yon 
what the quality of your society is, and what is the character 
of your State, its degree of progress, its standing in the scale 
of civilization." 

It follows, thence, that if woman is truly educated for all of 
her duties and relations; truly unfolded and perfected in all of 
her susceptibilities and powers — in a physical, domestic, intel- 
lectual, esthetical, moral and religious respect, then, and then 
only, is she fitted to fill the place allotted to her in the plan of 
creation, and to work out her great mission, as to the affairs of 
active practical life. If, in any of these respects, her education 
be deficient, society must suffer in proportion to sueh defi- 
ciency. For example: if her physical organization is imper- 
fectly developed, if it be unsound and feeble, she can transmit 
rib other to her offspring. The same is substantially true itf 
respect to her intellectual, esthetical, moral and religions 
nature. Indeed, it is an important part of the organic law dt 
creation and reproduction, that like shall produce like — like 
mother, like child; and who can point to an instance of 4 truly 
great and good man, whoso mother was an inferior woman f 
History furnishes no such example. 

Thus it is, that the character and advancement in general 
ifibprovcment, of every nation, people and tribe, under heaven, 
accord with the character and qualifications of its women; <mtf 
& the index of the other. 

Napoleon I. asked a distinguished female cotemporaty: 
11 What can be done to elevate Prance?" " Educate its future 
inothers," wag the significant reply. After a moment's pause, 
that great man safd: "That simple sentence contains volume^ 
tif truth and good sense, and let it be burs to reduce it to prao 
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tie*" Bat the downfall of tho Emperor prevented him frost 
carrying into effect his enlightened purpose. 

These positions being accepted as true, such conclusions a* 
these thence follow, as a matter of course, namely: 1. All 

• attempts to elevate the human family, and carry forward its 
different metnbeis, and their various interests, in the higher 
forma of improvement, which leave the education of females^ 
without adequate provision, oan result in but partial success at 
Wat. 2. It is the duty of every sovereign State, because it is 
4 sovereignty, to devise, adopt and maintain, a system of edu- 

' cation for the people, whioh shall provide for the eduoation and 
development of females in the highest and best forms attainable* 
as well ad for the males'. Your committee submit, that this 
dftty inheres in the very nature of sovereignty. A father is the 
sovereign of his family, and because be is the sovereign over 
H^ it is his indefeasible daty to provide for it — to provide, so 
Car as he is able, for such a training of his children, whether 
teales or females, as will make the most of them of which they 
tee capable, in their respective spheres of activity. In like 
laanner, the State, because it possesses sovereignty, is charged 
With a like duty on behalf of the people. And to an enlightened 
»ind, which baa been turned to the subject, it is not easy to 
find any sufficient grounds to justify the neglect of this high 
dnty ; a duty so vital to the State, both as a body politic and as 
a people; a duty on the performance of which so much depends; 
in which such vast hopes are centered, and from which such 
formative influences are to flow. 

Tour committee submit, that the State can as well justify 
itself for leaving the exercise of judicial functions, or the build* 
ing of prisons, the establishment of asylums, or the making of 
public highways, to chance, or to the voluntary efforts of be- 
nevolent individuals, as to thus leave the objects and interests 
to be secured by the discharge of this necessary duty. And it 
ttay be added, that in one view, the former would be more ex- 
cusable than the latter, and for this reason — that in prr portion 
m a people is educated and rightly trained, just m that degree 
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are they wise, virtuous and thrifty; and the more knowledge, 
wisdom, virtue and thrift they possess, jast so much less is 
their need of courts, ja'ls, reform schools, poor-houses, and asy- 
lums for the unfortunate; so that in this case, as well as in 
everything else, it is undoubtedly true, that ''an ounce of pre' 
vention iB better than a pound of cure"— will tell more, as a 
remedy. 

But how does Michigan stand in this matter, as a Statet 
We have, as a State, our excellent system of common schools, 
including union schools, which are open, alike, to both 
sexes. We also have the State Normal School, for the training 
of teachers, whether male or female. Here we stop, as a State, 
in reference to the education and culture of females — stop, 
practically, at the common school. But the sons of the State 
are better cared for. By the liberality and wise statesmanship 
of the Congress of the United States, we have, fortunately, in 
our State University, very respectable provisions for the higher 
education of the sons of Michigan; and for this crowning glory 
of Michigan, we are indebted, chiefly, to the beneficence and 
patriotic force/" of the older States. But the daughters of 
the State are 1 < , fortunate. For the higher education and cul- 
ture of females, the people, in their capacity as a State, have done 
little or nothing. 

It is true that the Legislature which passed the act establish* 
ing the University, provided for five branches of the Institu- 
tion) and also for the higher education of females in connection 
with these branches. But these branches, by a subsequent act 
of the Legislature, were cut off, and with them the proposed 
higher elucation of females. In this way that part of the 
munificent donation of the United States to the State of Mich- 
igan, designed by the Legislature establishing the University, 
for tie higher education of females, has been diverted from that 
use and applied exclusively to the higher education of the 
other sex. Whether or not the creation of these branches was 
fairly within the scope of the grant from Congress, or whether 
, or not the establishment or abolition of these branches was wise 
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or unwise, are questions which your committee have no occa- 
sion to consider. These proceedings are referred to heie ouly 
as facts going to make up the history of female education in 
this State. V 

And here it is pertinent to call attention to this remarkably 
fact, namely: The Legislature last referred to, provide i for 
Agricultural and Normal School Departments, in connection. 
with the University branches, but these departments thus pro- 
Tided for, having failed with the branches, the State established 
ip, lieu of them, two separate and independent institutions, and 
to these it has made, and is making, from year to year, large 
appropriations. / The State has already appropriated upward* 
of $168,000 to the Agricultural College, alone. But on the 
other hand, it has not appropriated a dollar for the higher edu- 
cation of females, and in consequence of such neglect, parents 
have been obliged to see their daughters grow up without a 
suitable* education, or to send them into other States, at a 
large expense, to procure it. 

Tour committee do not, by any means, ignore the female 
schools in the State. Bat it is to be observed — 

1. That these schools originated in, and are carried on by pri- 
vate enterprise, or on sectarian grounds; they are all poor and 
feeble. They can afford but a limited or frgmentary education, 
owing to a lack of teachers, apparatus, libraries, foundations, 
and the materials of education generally, while the cost to the 
pupil is necessarily large; 

2. It is incumbent on the State, to establish and maintain an 
institution for the higher education of females, which shall be 
for them, substantially, what the '• Department of Literature, 
Science and the Arts," in the University, is for the other sex. 
This duty as already shown, grows out of the nature of sover- 
eignty and the relations of the higher education of females, to 
'the prosperity, happiness, honor and success of the people, in 
their capacity, both as a State and as individuals; and in carry- 
ing 1 out this great duty of the State, provision should be made 
sufficient to bring the advantages of the institution, within the 
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roach of aaydavgfcter Of the State, whetfcm rich or poor, who 
4haH -desire to enjoy them, and to develop and establish^ bar 
teoraland intelleotoal being, « fotradatioa broad enough far 
building tip a noble, wise and useful life. If private oraeeftor 
fian institutions spring up, very well. Thai fact should dearly 
ft>ake *o difference as to the duty and action of the State. la 
the exercise of its sovereignty, the State,* the same aa an JnjKr 
vidua), must observe <he law of seKprosarvation, and it omeo 
H to itself, and to its ritiaene to provide for its hast growth aad 
perpetuity. And it is radically incomplete, its welfare being 
impeded, and oven endangered, without having in itself aa ifta 
own, and virtually under its own eoBtrel, -ail the maaqs ood 
agencies necessary "to ensure the realisation of these essential 
ends of civil and political existence and prosperity. 

Vhis, then, being admitted, the question naturally ariseew?* 
Sow ean the State best discharge this necessary dsty, and 
most economically and successfully, provide for the higher ed- 
ucation of the daughters of Michigan? In considering this 
very important inquiry, the Female Seminary, located at Kala- 
mazoo, has received the serious attention of your committee, 
who are fully of the opinion that it deserves the thoughtful at- 
tention of the Legislature. * 

As your committee are reliably informed, and believe, the work 
of founding this Seminary was commenced some six years ago, 
and on a large scale. A corporate organization was formed for 
it, and a voluntary subscription obtained, in Kalamazoo, of over 
|80,000, besides large encouragements from Detroit, and else- 
where. But the monetary crash of 1857, followed by short 
crops and the existing war, has thrown formidable difficulties 
in the way of the Trustees of this Institution. These Trusteed 
have purchased a beautiful plat of ground, consisting of over 
thirty-two acres, which is especially adapted to all the purposes 
of such an Institution. On this they have laid the foundations 
for a building, sufficiently large to accommodate a family school 
of over three hundred young ladies, with twenty teachers. The 
building is to be 819 feet in front, and 140 feet in depth 
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tiBtaog of » pemtrai building, witb two. wings, jfefeftpftefbur 
jrtariee high, and builft *f nyTiajL 9&» central building is jqsw 
up, And aosered. Star? tto WP/k ^ ftopgsd, fur wanj o/ 
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,1194 bring tto towldiw ifpcy^ ,j^^^4a 9Qw!rtiw. ,W frr ** , ftt 

4IQW W, b*S SQSfctt* ta##tU*iQO ^ver .f^W. wfcije fa Mt$£ 
jfMMt b*» been w*nsi4er*b]y larger: a portion. 9/ tto wprjk Apyiftg 
faen doB6gxdt^toufly,j|#4^11 of fc.£MPW>foM* tfto TrftT 
tees are of the opinion that the building, w^ ttox?%uwU? ftp. 
j^rAwftftm, vm to fini^h^^n^forniafc^, j^yfurrti# *0$om- 
juxtaic* of *btge hundred w&olaip, w\fc tto cK^g^pp^Bg 
awn to* . of teftobara, teakw* and reoHatipn jppws, for. tto .sum of 
$16,000. 

The Trustees, of ibis Seminary now prapot* to, injifcjit erotr 
to the State, so that it shall become, and remain, a State Insti- 
tution. The proposition justly claims the earnest consideration. 
<jf tto Legislature, and of the people. 

Tbe Michigan Female College, an incorporated Institution, lo* 
eated in Lansing, is justly entitled to a favorable notice in this 
report. Tour committee state, on information to them deemed 
reliable, that it is now seven years since this Institution was 
commenced. It has a plat of ground, consisting of twenty 
acres, which is well adapted to the use of the Institution. The 
College edifice to be erected on it, is to consist of a central 
building, 55 feet square, and five stories high, with two wings, 
51 feet by 42 feet, and four stories high, each. This building, 
-when completed, is designed to accommodate 150 pupils, with 
a corresponding number of teachers and recitation rooms. The 
north wing is already finished and furnished, at a cost of 
•$14,500. It is now in use, and is sufficient to accommodate 
forty pupils. It is estimated that it wfll cost the sum of $30,000 
to finish and furnish the remaining parts of the edifice, accord- 
ing to the plan adopted, and to procure suitable apparatus. 
This Institution has acquired a property, costing over $34,000, 
consisting of grounds, building, furniture, library and apparatus. 
It has now fifty pupils in attendance, and seven teachers. 
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Your committee deem it pertinent to add here, that this In- 
stitution is evidently conducted judiciously; that the course 
of instruction and training there is extensive and thorough; 
and that this College, under its present able, discreet, large- 
minded and vigorous management, is justly entitled to general 
confidence and patronage. And the managers of this Institu- 
tion propose to make it over to the State, so as to make it a 
State Institution, to be- and remain under the fostering care and 
control of the State. 

The Female Seminary, in Kalamazoo, and the Michigan Fe- 
male College, in Lansing, are the only institutions, within the 
knowledge of your committee, whese managers have proposed 
to make them over to the State, provided the State will take 
them under its patronage, an<f carry out the purposes for which 
they were organized. There may be other institutions, the 
possession of which would be much more advantageous to the 
State than either of these, and which might be obtained by the 
State on the same terms as either of these might be, for the 
higher education of females, were an opportunity afforded. 

The question here presents itself, shall the State accept of 
either of these institutions, and take it under its control and 
patronage; or shall it seek other propositions; or by what sys- 
tem of means can it best provide for and promote the higher 
education of the female youth of Michigan; or what system 
shall the State adopt for that purpose; or shall it adopt none at 
all? These are very weighty questions, on the decision of 
which hang immense interests. To decide them, and carry the 
decision into effect, is to determine what shall be the quality 
anil extent of female education in this State; nay, what shall 
be the condition of civil society in the bounds of this common- 
wealth; nay, what shall be the type of our future civilization 
and culture; nay, what we shall be, as a people, in respect to 
our substantial interests and enjoyments, in our outward rela- 
tions and means of comfort, in our character and influence as 
members of the State, and in our relations to God and immor- 
tality. 
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Consequently, to decide these questions, is to incur great re- 
sponsibilities. A serious mistake here, cannot be afforded* 
To reach wise conclusions, and to know them to be such, re* 
quires time to collect facts, compare different views of different 
educators, and examine the whole subject on, all sides of it* 
No such time or opportunities have been or can be given to 
your committee, or to this Legislature, during the present sea* 
aion; and no plan for the higher education of females by the 
State, has been presented, or occurred to your committee, which 
they are fully prepared to recommend that the State adopt and 
pursue. 

Under these circumstances, your committee are clearly of the 
opinion that all other action on this subject, on the part of the 
State, should be held in abeyance, and that a joint resolution 
should be now passed, directing the Governor to appoint three 
commissioners, whose duty shall be, first, to inquire into the 
feasibility and expediency of the establishment, by the State, 
of an institution for the higher education of females; and, 
second, to make all necessary investigations, and report to the 
Legislature, at its next stated session, such plan fur the higher 
educatibn of females by the State, as in their judgment would 
be best adapted to accomplish the object, and the most suitable 
for the State to adopt. 

Your committee have therefore directed me to report said 
petition and bills back to the House, with the accompanying 
joint resolution, as a substitute for said bills, and recommend 
that the substitute be adopted, and ask to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the whole subject. 

WILLIAM WARNER, 

For the Commuted 



/ 



\ » 



runs, { f House Dch 

L f J No. at. 



[No. 21 J 

REPORT of the Committee on Ways and Means, relative to 
the claims of William Beard, for work done on the Muskegon. 
Sand Flats. 

The committee on ways and means, to whom was referred 

A bill to authorize the Board of State Auditors to examine, 
audit and allow the claims of William Beard, for work done on 
the Muskegon Sand Flats, 

Respectfully report, that act No. 147, session laws of 1857, 
appropriated fifty thousand dollarB, for the improvement of 
navigation, over the Sand Flats of the Muskegon river. By the 
terms of that act, the sum aforesaid is appropriated, and 
required to be paid from the Internal Improvement Fund of this 
State. The Commissioners, which the act authorized to be ap- 
pointed, made a contract with one John A. Brooks, to do the 
work for the sum of fifty thousand dollars. 

The Governor approved the contract, and the Legislature at 
its extra session, in 1858, extended the time for completing the 
work, to January, 1860. Before any of the work was done, said 
Brooks transferred said contract to one William Beard, of 
Brooklyn, New York. It is alleged that said Beard advanced 
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certain sums of money, completed the work, and that the Gov- 
ernor and Commissioners, certified as to the completion of the 
same. Certain facts, in connection herewith, appear patent to 
your committee. 

At the time of the passage of the law, authorizing the work 
to be done for the improvement of the Muskegon River, there 
remained unappropriated, ( according to a report made to this 
House, January 29, 1857, by the Auditor General,) 85,442 03-100 
acres of internal improvement lands, so called, which had been 
sold by the State, and the proceeds thereof, applied for purposes 
not necessary in this connection to be recounted. 

It appears, also, that the said Brooks was a member of the 
Legislature, at the time the contract referred to was made and 
entered into by him. By virtue of his office, he was legally 
and constitutionally incompetent to . make any such contract. 
It seems, then, that the contract being illegal in its nature, and 
not binding upon either party thereto, no compensation for any 
work done, by virtue of any of its provisions, could be legally 
claimed by said Brooks, or his assignee, William Beard. 

It seems that the attention of the last Legislature was called 
tp this matter, and that, upon the consideration of the fact th^t 
the claim of said Beard had an equitable coloring attached to 
it; that the improvement made by Beard upon the sand flats of 
the Muskegon River, was of public utility, and executed in a 
satisfactory manner, and in good faith upon the part of Beard, 
the Legislature, at its regular session, in 1861, passed a joint 
resolution, (laws of 1861, pp. 584-5,) authorizing the Board of 
State Auditors to audit and allow the claim of William Beard, 
in the matter of the improvement of navigation over the sand 
flats of the Muskegon River; also, authorizing the Commis- 
sioner of the State Land Office to issue patents of State swamp 
lands therefor. 

Your committee are advised that the action of the Legisla- 
ture of 1861, in regard to the matter under consideration, was 
entirely satisfactory at the time, to the authorized agent of said 
Beard. By the terms* of the joint resolution referred to, the 
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Board of State Auditors were to examine, audit and allow the 
claim of Beard, at such an amount, not exceeding fifty thou- 
sand dollars, as might be equitably due him. He was jto have 
his pay in State swamp lands, at the minimum price, provided 
he made the selections thereof within six months from the date 
of the allowance of the claim. He was also allowed the privi- 
lege of selecting said lands in the counties of Muskegon, Ne- 
waygo, Mecosta, Osceola, Clare, Missaukee and Roscommon. 

Tour committee are further advised that said Beard having 
disavowed the acts of his authorized agent, in regard to this 
matter, and having repudiated the legislation referred to in the 
joint resolution of 1861, never has appeared before the Board 
of State Auditor*, to claim a settlement for the work done un- 
der his contract. 

But he comes before this Legislature, asking the passage of 
an act, authorizing the Board of State Auditory to examine, 
audit and allow such an amount, not exceeding fifty thousand 
dollars, as they shall find justly and equitably due him, for work 
done, and money expended, in the improvement of navigation 
over the sand fiats of the Muskegon River; and. upon the filing, 
by him, with the said Board of Auditors, of a receipt in full, of 
and for all claims and demands against the State of Michigan, 
on account of said work, the Governor and the State Treasurer 
be authorized to issue and deliver to him) the said Beard, bonds 
sufficient to cover the amount allowed by the Board of Audit- 
ors, in sums of not less than one thousand dollars each, paya- 
ble on the first day of July, 1872, each bearing interest at the 
rate of six per cent., payable semi-annually, in the city of New 
York. Aside from serious objections to the provisions of the 
bill under consideration, your committee, after due deliberation, 
have come to the conclusion that it would be unwise and inex- 
pedient, in their opinion, for this Legislature to disturb the 
legislation of 1861, embraced in the joint resolution referred to; 
and have directed me to report the bill back to the House, with- 
out amendment, and recommend that it do not pass, and ask 
to be discharged from the further consideration of the subject. 
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It is but an act of justice and courtesy for a majority of your 
committee to state, that its chairman, the Hon. Chauncey Davis, 
being to some extent interested in the matters herein referred 
to and considered, having been one of the commissioners who 
made the contract and superintended the work, has taken no 
part in our deliberations, and is in no manner responsible for any 
opinions, statements, or recommendations herein set forth. 

H. B. DENMAN, Acting Chairman. 
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MINORITY REPORT of the Committee on Elections, on the 
subject of allowing the qualified Electors of this State, in 
the* military servics, to vote at certain elections. 

The minority of the committee on elections, to whom was re- 
ferred 

A bill to enable the qualified electors of this State, in the mil- 
itary service, to vote at certain elections, and to amend sections 
45 and 61, of chapter 6, of the compiled laws, 

Have had the same under consideration, and would respect- 
fully report, that while the undersigned regrets that illness pre- 
vented' him from participating in the labors of the committee, 
while said bill was being considered by a majority of its mem- 
bers, he also deeply regrets that any one of the majority of the * 
committee should have fallen into an error, in saying that the 
committee were " unanimously of the opinion" that said bill 
contained provisions which were unconstitutional. This state- 
ment grossly misrepresents the facts, so far as the undersigned 
is connected with the committee, and, in his opinion, is far 
from being true, when applied to the bill. The majority report 
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makes three objections to the bill, which are, in substance, to 
the following effect: 

1. That it is unconstitutional in its provisions. 

2. That we can pass no law, which will have any binding 
force or effect, on persons outside of the State. 

3. It is inexpedient to allow soldiers to vote. 

The undersigned cannot treat these objections from a legal 
stand point; he is but a fanner, and must consider them in the 
plain, matter-of-fact manner, that he would consider any other 
subject The Constitution of a State is but a limiting power 
— it is not a granting power — and all power is vested in the 
people; and the Legislature of a State are, therefore, only lim- 
ited, in legislating for the good of the people, by the positive or 
implied prohibitions of the Constitution. 

This we believe to be a proposition which will not be denied. 
Then the only question which remains,, is this: is there a pro- 
vision in the Gonstitution which was intended to and does 
amount to a prohibition ? Section 1, of article ?, is relied upon 
as containing this prohibition. The quotation reads as follows: 
11 No citizen or inhabitant shall be an elector, or entitled .to vote 
at any election, unless he has resided in this State three months, 
and in the township or ward in which he offers to vote, ten 
days next preceding such election." But section 5, of the same 
article, provides that "No elector shall be deemed to have 
gained or .lost a residence, by reason of his being employed in 
the service of the United States, er of this State; nor while a 
student of any seminary of learning." These provisions cer- 
tainly relate to a question of residence only, an4 not to the par- 
# ticnlar manner in which a ballot shall be obtained from the 
elector, to be canvassed in the place or township of his resi- 
dence. 

The majority of the committee say that " if the Legislature 
can give the right to the qualified electors of this State, en- 
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gaged in the military service, to vote wherever thev may hap- 
pen to be on the day of election, whether in or out of the State, 
they could equally give the right to all the qualified electors 
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attending the University, at Ann Arbor, from whatever section 
of the State they may have gone, of voting at Ann Arbor." 
Granted — and it follows that if the Legislature can do the one, 
.then they may also do the other. * 

Before the adoption of this provision of our constitution, the 
students of an institution might vote in and control the elec- 
tions of the township in which such institutions were located. 
And, in some instances, the county elections might be controlled 
by students who had no permanent interest in the county. 
This provision of the Constitution was adopted for the purpose 
of preventing the consummation of such supposed wrongs, and 
not for the purpose of depriving the student of a vote where he 
actually resided. Now, suppose it should so happen that 
several hundred of the inhabitants of the Upper Peninsula should 
be attending the Institution at Ann Arbor, can it be presumed 
for a moment that this clause of the constitution would prevent 
the Legislature from providing by law for receiving the ballots 
of those students for officers of the Upper Peninsula, to be 
taken to the place of their residence, and there canvassed, the 
came as other votes ? Certainly not. Then why attempt to 
restrict the right of the soldier to vote, while he is generously 
serving the government, protecting our homes as wefll as his, 
and cannot return to exercise the rights of the elective fran- 
chise? The State of New York, in 1821, had a constitution 
which provided that "Every male citizen, of the age of 21 
years, who shall have been an inhabitant of this State (New 
York) one year preceding an election, and for the last six 
months a resident of the town or county where he may offer his 
vote," &c. This provision was nearly, or quite as strong in 
relation to residence as the provision in our Constitution, and 
yet no one, at that day, pretended to any such construction as 
is now sought to be placed upon 'our Constitution. Indeed,, if 
we mistake not, the Legislature of Nfew York provided by law 
that an elector might vote for State officers anywhere in the 
State. And so general was the acceptation of this construction, 
that the Legislature of the State of New Yorfc, in 1825 and 
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1826, adopted an amendment to this provision, which was 
afterwards ratified by the people, by adding after the word 
" vote," the words, " shall be entitled to vote in the town or 
ward where he actually resides, and not elsewhere, for all officers 
that now are, or may hereafter be elective by the people." 
See revised statutes of N. Y., vol. 1, 2d Ed., pages 39 and 50. 

The majority of the committee in closing their report, in 
speaking of the sections of the Constitution referred to, say: 

" Your committee have been unable to see in those sections, 
any intention on the part of the framers to extend to the classes 
of persons therein mentioned, the right to vote when absent 
from their places of residence." This paragraph contains the 
great error which seems to underlie the arguments of the en- 
tire report, viz: " That the Constitution is a granting, and not 
merely a restraining power." 

We have already noticed the fact that this is a fallacy; that 
the constitution gives no power; provides for no " action of the 
Legislature," only so far as it was intended to restrain legisla- 
tive proceedings. Hence, it is not necessary for the Constitu- 
tion to provide that electors in the military service may vote. 
The Legislature may do this ; unless there is ft constitutional 
prohibition, which we have failed to discover. 

The second proposition is, in substance, that we can pass no 
law which will have any binding force or effect on persons out- 
side of the' State. If this be really true, we and our fathers 
have committed many serious blunders in legislating. Cer- 
tainly we have always had provisions for taking depositions 
out of the State, to be used in it. We have always had laws 
providing for commissioners to take acknowledgments and do 
other things, out of the State; and we have prescribed the pre- 
cise manner in which it shall be done. We have provided by 
law, for punishing a man who shall be engaged in a duel out of 
the State; and in case he inflicts a mortal wound while out of the 
State, and his victim comes back into the State and dies within 
its limits, then our laws provide that the punishment of murder 
shall be inflicted upon the duelist, for the act which was com- 
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mitted out of the State. There are many other laws of a similar 
nature, the constitutionality of which have never been ques- 
tioned. We, will pass them, to refer briefly to the action of this 
Legislature in other matters. 

During this session a bill passed this House, by a vote 
which was almost unanimous, appropriating $20,000 for the 
relief of sick and disabled soldiers. That bill contained a pro- 
vision imposing heavy penalties upon any person who should 
misapply or embezzle the funds, and it was not confined to acts 
committed in the State. Another act has passed, with almost 
equal unanimity, disfranchising a soldier who thall desert. And 
this act punishes the crime of desertion, whether it occurs in 
or out of Michigan. And is it not right? Is desertion any 
worse in Detroit than it is in Toledo? How then can it be said 
with any degree of consistency, that " we can pass no election 
or other laws that will be of any binding authority outside of 
the State.' 7 The last position is, that it is inexpedient to allow 
soldiers to vote. That " while one regiment or company would 
have the opportunity of availing itself of the privilege of vo- 
ting, intended by this bill, another regiment or company equally 
entitled to such privilege, and perhaps principally composed of 
men of opposite politics from the large majority of those con- 
stituting the regiment or oompany so voting, would not be al- 
lowed to vote, by reason of the important or critical nature of 
the duties in which, on the day of election, they would be en- 
gaged." 

This logic may be good, but the undersigned has utterly 
failed to see the force of it. There are hundreds and thousands 
of sick and disabled soldiers who will be so situated that they 
will never be able to enjoy any of the benefits of the $20,000 
we have just appropriated for their relief. Why not refuse to* 
relieve any, because you cannot reach all? Your State Uni- 
versity and other institutions cannot accommodate all who 
ought to receive their fostering care. Shall we tear them 
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down and reject all good, because the benefits conferred can- 
not be universal ? This principle would leave but little, worthy 
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the ambition of man. The oitizens at home are not all able to at- 
tend the polls, or to exercise the rights of the elective franchise, 
neither are they all acquainted with the men for whom they 
vote; and yet the privilege should not be denied them. The 
soldier is no less intelligent because he is a soldier; and cer- 
tainly, the man who leaves his business, his home, and goes to 
take upon himself the hardships, privations, and dangers of a 
life in the field, should not, in addition to this, be deprived of 
the rights of the elective franchise, the most valued boon of a 
free citizen. It would be far better for us to err on the side of 
liberality; in this matter, and if there is any doubt, the suffer- 
ing soldier should have the benefit of that doubt. Iowa and 
other western States have in practical operation such a law. 
They have found no difficulty in carrying into effect its pro- 
visions. They are similar, in their principal features, to the 
provisions of the bill under consideration; and what other 
States have done, all other things being equal, we certainly 
can do. 

With these views, the undersigned would most respectfully 
recommend that the bill do pass, and ask to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject. 

J. B. WELCH. 
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